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SYNOPSIS or rAcrs» 


Subject, a negro poet,- announced on 
circular 18 ip 6 Sker it the *Book wd 
Author" luncheon In Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. . Subject announced as member of 
the American section of Noscow’a "Inter- 
national Union of Revolutionary Writers" 
and author of poem entitled "Good-bye, 


Christ", uhich appears to be of a Com- 
munistic nature. »\M 

• - , V C.» - - * - '•'* 

^ > * I 


DETAJIS ; 


A revie^o^instaj 

V 16, 1940, thejSPqEBggq 

% \ Division that) [ 

'J nia, had furnishedthe^^ 
through the mail announcing 

• arm ‘ PaitfUnA. 


mM 


veAif xhat -tinder date of November 

Angeles Field 

T Calif or-'* 

w h ic h was received 
Son which was to be held at the TistA'r 


■ ‘ through the mall announcing uae luncneon ~ r* 7-77 

' * " del'^rroyo'^otel, Pasadena, on Novaefcer 15,* thE**'*^ 

negro poet, LANGSTON. HUGHES, was to speak. This letter that 

HUGHES, howevei%didmet^fcrfaa^o^th^nmounced program* CM) 

The |^^||l|lllHBBenclosed with its report several 

' pbotostatic 

. ,/ iained a poem written by LANGSTON HUGHES antitied 0*jtst. 

ThiTpoem wars to be of a Coamnistic nature.- The c^«-^is^ded 
c S ' inattention, Christians IT and urges attendance at the "Book ”^ Au th ar 
, t ' luncheon announce. LANGSTON HUOffiS aa ^ auth^^ t^ poem wf avred 
to above and aa a medber of the American section of toacow*. 
mtl <mai of Revolutionary /Writers" • The circular also msntlqn^^j 








ATTEM vl CHRISTIANS ! ! '-TJ 

• • » 


At 

VISTA DEL ARROYO HOTEL, 
flmliMi CsU fr rm to 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER ISTH, 1940— At 12tlS Promptly 
Km tkr Distinguished Yeung Negre Pent 

LANGSTON HUGHES 

A«kw of tk falbwiai pan, ud amwbor if tko 
American wtfa> of Mnrwrt 

"INTERNATIONAL UNION OF REVOLUTIONARY 

WRITERS** 

-GOODBYE CHRIST 
"Listen, Christ, 

You did all right in four da;, 1 reckon — 

But that day’* gone now. 

They ghosted you op a tad Mary loos 
Called it Bible— 

But ha dead now. 

_ QfL. - — 4 *L «• nf i rfir rr *wa 


Made too much monqr from it. 

They're told you to too many 

“Kings, generals, robbers and killer*— 

Even to the Cxar and the Co s sa ck }, 

Even to Rockefeller's church. 

Even to THE SATURDAY EVENING 
POST. 

You ain't no good no more. 

They’ve pawned you 
til! you've done wore out. 

"Goodbye, 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jehova, 

Beat it on away hum here now. 

Make way for a new guy with no religion 
at all — 

A real guy n a med 

Mara Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin 
Worker ME— 

1 said, MET 

“Go Ahead on now,' 

You're getting in the way ei things. Load. 

And pleuc take Saint Ghandi with you - 

when you go, 

And Saint Pope Pina, 

And Saint Annie McPherson, 

And big Hack Saint Beeton 
Of the Consecrated Dime. 

And step on the gas, Christ! 

The world is none from now on** 

Move! 

Don't be so dow about movin’! 

And nobody’s gonna sell ME . - j 
,, To a king, or a-genenl, * . . •/ r 

Or a millionaire. ' ‘ 

ATTEND THE LUNCHEON CHRISTIANS 
And Hear 

GEORGE PALMER PUTNAM r 

Introduce the author of the abort "poem,” \j' 
MR. LANGSTON HUGHES 
Diatinguuked young Negro poet— «nd cat, if yen ran. 
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Los Angeles, California 
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Director, 

federal Fureau of Investigation 
'.Vashington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


RS: LAliGSTOlI HUSHES 

H-tertal SECURITY - J 




fan 


January 31, 1?U2 

HHHVlos 

^^n^entflHHpthat LANGSTON HUGHES, internationally 
famous Negro poetThaoattended a luncheon at the Imperial Hotel 
in Tokyo, Japan s onetime in 1°33 and at tliis luncheon HUGHES was 
the principal speaker. In his speech, HUGHES related to a pre- 
dominantly Japanese audience the alleged ill-treatnent of the 
negroes in this country. He predicted that there would one day 
cone a war in which all the colored races, black, yellow, and 
red, would join in the subjugation of the whites. PUSHES 
stated tnat there was a natrjal bond between thdsc colored races 
and that their opposition to the white race should be expressed 
in combat, (ll) 


The informant advised that she had recently beard HUGHES 
on a nation-wide broadcast from New York and that t he above de- 
scribed expressions were recalled to her mind with the thought > 

that possibly HUGHES is presently engaged in subversive activities. £l/ / 


possess. 


information is furnished for whatever value it 
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April 29* 1948. 
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IABC3TCB HDGHE8 (lEStO) 
COOIUVI3T 


- ft' 


UJL IIT33HATI0B COBTAIEJ). 
pas til 13 USCLASS1II®. * 
JXCEPI 1HER3 5H08S 
OTHZHWZ3 

*ouagatom, Ohio* 
April 28, IMS, 


Thia parson ia • wall known negro post who admit a Wing a f main ml ■ l _ 

Ha m brought to Xomgetom for a laotara tonight by tbp^flftiaMl Association for 
tha Ad-vane maant ©f Colorad paopla, assisted by tho Consdots, 

Tha moating n» ehaokad for attandanoa from T»30 to 8t30 P. B. and it m« 
notad that about 128 pcsons attended tha moating which mas hold at tha Wart Federal 
Street (lagro) TMCA. It was noted that about every vfcite eoonmlst loader attend*!, 
including Ban and Eann^giumaattal, Mr. A Mra^itojulio, Morris and im/m, 
Battjf^ie, Bu^^-hart. tha^mner family, Ma^Wttlon, (oashiar for th© lobina 
Furniture Co»), Hutjv^talman, alao sueh negroes aa htbudeli^ B «rtrap^Carlson 
***•• Ifr^d^aa, Mr^^es, Attorneys Clarenoo'Hobinaap, WUlim^goward, 
Maynard ^Diok©r son, ft^jTtt, eto. 

Tho affair attracted but little attention outside of die rad ic al negro nd 


white field aa the negroes failed to respond in 


beoauas of the adverse pub- 


lioity given the looal meeting by press aanounoomsnts stating that tidvts were « 
sale at the Toung Ccenunlst league offiea. The ' eoMunists and negro radioala in tha 
KAACP did not solioit sueh "free* advertising, but oould not deny it booiauso tho ICL 
did havo tide eta on eal# for tho affair, RECORDED A TNDEXRo! *V:A ^ /✓ -/•>,. / 

y . !?'• ’ /w 

B. Snooker; oeoretary of.tfao negro MCA, mao ohainan, '^thaaiel Lao san g. 
Wa.is e Alloyed at thj Ohio Works of tho Cam ©gi ^Illinois Stool Corp,^'^ ** 


Xengst 


id at thj 

jjer'&lfhei 


©ported to bo aarriod to a *iit© 


Who mao f 


the daughter-in-law of Mother Ella Xoov^loo r. Ceamunist womut leader in the D. 8 

.. — _ '?••• 
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100-15X39 


Date* - June 22, 1943 
To » .SAC, HEW TORI 


. # • 

IHTOratATIO* COHTAUrf 
is UBCLASSUIB) 
XXCEPT WHERE SHOW 
otherwise 


fro** 4. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Buraau of Investigation 
Eubjaetf IAJOSTOI HOQHSS 


Subject} IAJOSTOI HOQHSS ;* • , 

2HTERHA1 SSCUHITT - G— . g 

CUSTODIAL EBTSXTI01 /_ — - 

r. i^corsed — 7 w * • / <2 y ?> y Jy 

It la no tad that ahila thla subject la oarr dtfflOAh 

• your-Blviaion no Investigative report baa arar baan subalttfri J^yourwHKpR I 

»r. i.:,, you a4e requested to prepare a raport In tha naar t taro evissraSilrif ]#|| J 

wr. e v - inf onto t Ion presently In jour poaaaaaion oonoarnlng bin and-lmilading the rain I 
or.. cvec a oap l ita laToraatlon U/taUa birth, aitlsanablp a r' na T a 1 

i *' M ' — Tha only npor^n^KLi^jbjaet ahloh appsaka In tha 

|Ur.K,c k »u U-t )f Bpacial Agan«H|H|H^r Los Ayalas dated Ihrch JJ, i'Al. lb iJ 
notadj that the ease la eloeed with that report. The lnfonntloa available to 
• r«-T Bureau does not Indicate uhere this subject prasantlj res Idea although there 
’ ““ "are lhdl caHoM ixoa informtioa In tha "Dally loiter* froa tin* to tlaa that 
-4r i,„ 'l COMMlJ^A^PDIfS^aWOWi Cooauniet activities In tha lav York area and, accordingly 

Jr if - *• ■ JF” 


Ur.CI.r', 

f Hrw t»<14 

* Hr. 

l ***• noted 

- •“'"'"'-r the B 

■;«r.C M - ». >r ^ j] 

££lCOMMl 


Mr.KtS. 


i therein 

ESefUTOgUs, 


*r. Movif 


JN23W3 aaj ., . :y 

Jr ' 

0&MT1WT Of MWjjl/ I V 
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lArril lurnu of inoMtigatlon 

Bnittb ItatM Brparfmrnt of luitirf 

Los Angel pb - 13 - Californio 
July 7, 1943 


Director, 131 


O ■ 

LAITGSTCN HUGHES 
IHTEHXAL SECURITT-C 
CUSTODIAL DETEKTIOH 


•Ali HIFCT3XAT10H C0HTAinH> 
HEREIHISUKCLASSinSi < 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWS 
OTHERWISE . ^ 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is aade to Bureau letter dated June 
22, 1943, (100-15139) ._ ,U> // £* H. 


» Yor the infomation of the Hew York Yield 

Division, I aa^^^eh^^iereto a copy of the report of 
Special Agent^B^HHPlos Angeies, dated March 13, 
1941, in the above-entitled natter. 

There is no further infomation in the lot Ange- 
les files which would be of benefit in this oat ter and, 
pending reoelpt of any leads froa the Hew York City Office, 
this file is not being reopened in the Los Angeles Office. 


Very truly yours. 


Ov.7 


* S. B. BOOD - 

SAC r 


TIP: AH 
100-1960 


ex. Hew -York City - Enclosure 
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FEDERAL BUREAWtiGF^NVESTttATION 

KZTXIS IS USCLi’SSIfXSi 
» AT KKV TORI, TXV TGBK KCSPT ' razR£ SHOW 


***• 100-26778 
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NomsorpACTBs Subject we* rlea-prssldoat of thsILeagu* of Aaerioan Writers la 1940 
•nA he* boon * amber of thlrteeirfoaisanlet Pert/ Organisations, Ter/ 
actire In affairs sponsored b/ alleged Canonist front Or goal set ions • 
low residing In lew York City and classified 4-H by Local Board lo;58 
138th Street end Broadway, lew Tork City* On 6/5/43 Bureau of 
Crlalnal Identification and on 6/8/43, Credit Bursua of fir eater lew 
fork were checked with negatiTs results. 


STAILSs 


a 


i- 


- 0 - 

This report Is predicated upon the fact that subject is aeaber of 
thirteen alleged Coaamnist front Organisations* These organisations 
erefxLIAGUS Of FROTESSIOHAL GROUPS TOR fOSTER 111 TORIh’^MGSO 
COMMITTEE 90 AID SPAM and^HATIOKAL OOKMITTZE 90 AID SPlBISH SXMOCRA 
1937 fQkMKRI CAE ERIIHTS Of MEXICAN PEOPLE, sponsor „ 1938; POURS , 
^AMERICA! WRITERS OOHGRESS, commit tse aeaber* 1941;*fRIXRDS Of ABRAHAM 
LII00L1 HRIQAEB, sponsor, 1938 |i* SOVIET RUSSIA S0DAI.«7 contributor, 

. 1641; “SOniT RUSSIA TODAY*, editor, 1942^fRIEH» Of JHIJOTUB A . 
CHOI, aeaber: AAXSRI CAR HAGUE AOAIEST^HAR ABDJTASC£SM,' aeaber of-*:; 

' Zxoeutlro Board; LEAGUE Of AXERIC41 WRITERS, rice-president . 1937 Jv 
1939, 1940rOOI<aiSS Of AMERICAN 80TIET mEHDSHIP,1942r*MERICiE 
PEACE MOBILIZATION, 1940rVlATI0HAL COMMITTEE fGR? SETBSE Of POLITICAl] 

raisoms. 1934. * KVJVk\~ Z ... 


i. 


' i5 ponfident lal Infora&ntHH^vhose identify le known to the Eoreau 
reports that on febtua^^Ti^ 1943 ths Council for Pna-Aasrlosn 
Danobraoy aponaorad at tha Martin Besk Theater on the al|ht of tho 
•' aighth, had LAIGSTQS BUGSES aaong -tha artists who spoke extending 
V'iiQ j *r sst^gs to his eo-worksrs in ths arts and to Latin Aasrleaa nrtlsti , 

is : :i ’ : *• A- . 
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• V . W#' 100-35776 ' ' 'tL 

v.Yw t - According td&onfidential. lirformaatMp 

‘ to the Bor can, on January*l3, 1943 at tha HUGHE 
.vert AHNA MMtOSHJBIRG, Bee tonal Hlractor of the 
-^*AIY00D, 010 Dlrootor of organisations; LAI0ST0H 
Pro aidant of Batlonal Maritime Union; COUISELMAI 
I.^PUHD of the Hegro Labor factor y Goanittee. 

r ♦ * — * *^*** . - m 


WM S*~rv 


1 ■ r»* 


■PwhoM identity io knee* 

J.ZAC Dinner the speakers 
War Manpower Oomltslon; A LI AX. , 
HUGHES, negro bard; JOSHPBfjWBRAX* 
A. CUT* O^OYHA, JB. and POBOfgl 


LABGSYOI HOMES vaa one of the negroes who met with the Oeotral C o nei ttea 
of the Communist Party of the United Statee on May 26,1938 in an attempt to 
graft the handline of the negro cornea ion at the 10th A nnu a l con rent ion of the 
^ Coamunist Party of theUnited Statee of America. 

UIOSIQH HUGHES to aentioned aa a o ontr H ating editor to *LAB0B KRHSB* 
pabliehed monthly by the IHTERHATIQIAL LABOH EEFIHSE, 6 I. 11th Street, Vew York 
City. The Bed letwork by ZLIZABETH^ILLIHG deecribed LAHGSTOH HUGHES aa a naaber 
of thelHatlCnal Connell of Artiets, Publishers and Moaldano; a negro Communist 
\ leader in the League of Profeeeional Croups for Poster and Pord; in 1932 a 
aeaber of the negro delegation to Bassia to study Communim; also in 1932 a 
aeaber of the national Coaalttee for the defense of political prisoners; a f 

. x aeaber of the Scotsborongh Unity Defense Condi t tee; a aeaber of the staff of 
'7«HSV MASSES*; a sponsor of the San Pranelseo Yorkers School in 1933 and a aeaber 
of the International Union. He lectured at University of Horth Carolina in 1933 
and is presldentof Le-gue for Straggle for legro Bights; aeaber of the Batlonal 
Coaaittee for the PBIXHDS GP S6?IH UHIOI in 1934. 

At Local Board Bo; 56, 138th Street and Broadway, it was discovered 
v that subject's order aaaber 11931. He originally registered at Local Board ha- ' 
her 35, Chicago, Illinois, being there on business at that tine. His preset 
*T ; address is e/o Mrs, PATSHABPEH, 634 Xt. Ii choice Avenue, Xev York City. He ' 
described hlaself ae self eaployed with annual inooae of . approximately $1300. 

He listed his dats of birth as Pebruary 1, 1903 at Joplin, Missouri. He stated 
>V he attended Columbia University la Hew York Oity one year and later attended 

Lincoln University in Pennsylvania for three and on e- h a l f years jmrsuing a r 
liberal arts course in both institutions. On his registration fern subject 
has written "I use this opportunity to regret as a^pitlsan of the United States 
the dissolving of the brigade of the arsed forces of the United States into 
white and negro units thereby asking colored eitlsens the only group so singled 
out for Jin Crow treataeat which seems to as contrary to the letter aadsplrlt 
V of the constitution and dangerous to the morel and well being of not only the 

*- oolored eitlsens of this country but those of our darker allies as veil". <fe 

December 31, 1943 the subject was Classified 4-H because of his age. 

•; * • •* 

On June, 6, 1948 the Bureau of Criminal Identification end on Ana 8, 

>. « IP 43 the Credit Bureau of-Oreatsr Hew York were cheated with negative results.. «£-, 
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*• Vj .W !> -0*': ; :r ■:*'■■’ ' :i * :■*';* 
aftv ^-.;Xv' • . . . A ;V?V 

•¥T*r- Bats*' ^August 28. 1943 " • - ««XI 15 UBCXAWIPU& >*^ ^ * 

/: • *" * AU«U»^ dB, W 3 • XXCEPT WHZRX SHOWS * 

To* SAC, NSW TCRK OIHDWIfg •-* 


vi, J- Idgor Hoarer - Director, Pederal Bureau of Investigation 

iljV ••fcbjooti : ‘ y IA1QST0M HDQHBS I -r : 

.^ i/ I / 1 V - . bksjhti atibb • 
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eo lo node to tho dosing roport of Spscld Agent 
bf jour offioo da tod August 9# 1943* It is notod ttet 
« rererenco is aade to this subject's sllsgsd aosborship in sororsl 
Cosaunlst front organisations his Cosaunist Party oonnsetlons have not 
boon fully developed, tho principal information in that oonnootion bsiia 
socurod froa-tt* god Motwork" by llisaboth Billing. Tho Bureau desires 
that this ease be reopened and that further informtlon be secured U>M 
•ould aore definitely establish his poamnist eonnsotioos. 

In further oonnootion with this report the report in several 
instances fails to 'set forth in detail the souro o of the information. 

For exaople, the opening paragraph in the details lists the organisations 
eith which he is said to hare been connected, it is desired that his 
eonneotlons with these organisations be aore specifically set forth in 
the report either by reference to the individual fur nishing the lafesmtiea 


tjjif .publication or leaflet free which it was taken, 

is v . %* - • -h ■. .. 


“*. ! It is further noted in the seoond paragraph of page two that "* : " 

Xsngston Bughes is said to have aet with the executive Coasittee of the 
Mr., Touauamnist Party in 1938. It does not appear what the souroe was of this ' 

Mr. B. MaJ<MMloo. . . .. : 

Mr. C1 «ki • 

Mr. Cofftjr For your further inforastion oonceraing Bughes the Bureau has 

Mr. oUTtsoeiTfd from an unknown outside souroe in Toungftown, Ohio, three one-page 
Mr. L»<t<ge ports concerning hia. the first report* dated April 24. 1943. states / 
Mr. KteiHug hes i s a Coanunlst Party propagandist and that on April 25, 1943 . he ana' 

Mr. Berrt cbeduls d to speak in Pittsburgh* The* seobnd report dated April 28, 1943 '/ 

Mr. Trecv Foa thi s source stated that Bughes Adults being a Coasunlst an d that he 


AeeiB ** brou ght to .Youngstown for e lecture'- a 

• M X _ * * A _ A 


Mr. Bredba ^Pittsburgh Wea^tUndsd^K^iS 
Ur ' tT™,? ** * 1 *° **18 to hhrs ttvuw 1 


haa adults baing e Goasunlst and that he 
Isctweponjidred by tho Batienal Association 
boplA\aaeaUdLhy the Coaamista. this 
reegeby 4&Y*toaaunlst laadar in the ... 
^Bb liitod report, hearing the date April 29/ 
deUtiMS in Pittaburgh Bughee pralsad tha^f 
^TEB aontha atudying in Baaoev* Hughes 


Mr.^Qvtqa w mor '° # •Uteasnt that no 

Mr. K..I States if this' sountry 

«... Z=rjtoS*lah exiaple mm that he believed in tl» Boti, 


ig u Masoaw. * Hughes a 

no reolal disorisinstioo f\ 

ay were to folios the A.Kri 


, IIVA 

■tftr T 194 w 


thst ho believed in the Soviet fora of govt 
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SAC, ■•» York 
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thi Bu rui 
Ulll t a ry- ftU 114 iaot 



•;« : ••*• ^orth • pom which tea bm attributed to T*"g**^*" Bughae. Th 5 s 

£-. pom la aa follows 1 *.-• 

* r V; •• 

■Ooodkye Christ 


aJJ/J ■ » 

>a*. • • *.. 

•Vi*'* m * •* 


ik^potm tyleagston Bughee) > - - •„. ,. ^ . 

V . ■ .V ■ • ‘i-if 1 • .; •/. • » " v jc-.; . 

. Christ, 1* v-‘ > ; • r "v! I- 1 * **•*<; 


, v«Ustea 

, ^ »Iou did all rlghtln your. day*. 


: * 4 -. 

t" 
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*fl •>. V**- * ** 

a . J* ; /* ‘-A % * V. ■ « 
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But that day's (1 

Thsy footed you up a swull story, too. 

Callsd It the Bible - 
But It's deed now. 

The popes and the preacbere'vw 
Ihde too such aoney froa itr.T N— 

They ' to sold you to too 
docs, generals, robbers, 

Bren to the Tsar sod . the Cossacks, 

Even to Bockefellsr's Church, 

Bren to the Saturday Evening Poet. 

Ton ain't no good no sore. 

They've pawned you 
Till you've done were out. 

O oodbyo, ....** 

Christ Jhsus lord Ood Jhhovah 
Bast it on away froa hero sow 
lake way for a a 
A real guy naaad 

Brx Coaannlst tenia P ea a an t BteUa W orker ME - 
I said, MKt 
Oo ahead on now. 

You're getting In the way of things, lord. 

And pl e as e taka Salat Qhandl with you dwa you go. 
And Saint Pope Pins, * 

And Saint A lass lfcfharean, * ' ' 

And big blsok Saint Baetea 
Of the Consecrated Dine. 

And Step ea the gee, Chrlett • ’ 

Mnret 

Don't be bo. aloe about nervin'! 

The world is nine froa now a- — • • 

And nobody'# gb d na * *>.' J • ^ - 

*£-‘? T :•■. *. - to.a king, 

' .V . **** 

_ ; 'v-vr-V*'- 

.• • •»«: ...... : . v 
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Vit- • . •■*'*•• • • •• m. V ■ -.•'■? > • ••• /'•; 

-:. • . • *• •■ • - ' v; ' v. r 

'•■%';■ It la duind that tha foragalac infomtiei ba j&neorporatad 

jjcf#''* /v ' • V^-®*** raport aohaitted bj jour offlaa.*,: T *-• -yti *«*■ . vi ; * 

• Attention ia also eallad to paga tao of jour raport la 
vfalch it ia at* tad that Elisabeth DUling aaotiooad that Mughua aaa 
aaabar of a legro dolagation *ileh rial ted Russia la 1932 to atc^j 
Comunlsa. It la daalrad that afforta ba aada to dataralaa abether or 

•<*, . not subject left tha oountrj as stated^ •• .•* .• « •.**>. r*v a 

•- . . vr • . . •••••<-••» .v • 

. - •• • * • * r — ?• • • . .*• • • *; 

.»•.** .. i • * . 1 • i » • ■ » **■* *. V? * . • • « . 

• • -• .... •• • ' r ^w- *• ... . • «- . 

* - . •*» •?•.*« *“!!• i* ••• *•' ‘ 

*•* 4 • “* fc - ^ • ' v » '•<» -* . a .<•% Mfv-sT « % % .* ,* v - O’. • * u. 








* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


® nuiMa 1IXM9776 (SUL 



•rNorats or pacts: two pom apparently of a C— lit nature written by 

aob>ot aai forth* A publication entitled* »A In Smtf 
■BTClZ'ATTnr, by LANOSIOI HTOHES and published tgr tha OTEHIATIOIiL VDBCSB8 

IN IS user » 0KD8R, IBC»* 00 Fifth has been se c ure d Mad la 

185 **“* *** ** ** m#of ^ V* Md Oiwlsion* 

^8 < i y > > i 


SffEHBJfCSt 


IETAILS* 


Bureau File Bo. 100-1513 
Beport of Special Agent! 
1943 at lew zezfc City*' 


^7 ^ ) 


tad legist 9# 


Subject of thla aaaa is a key figure La tha lew Zork yield 
DLelaLoa* Cojy of a pota oDtitladi ^Goodbye Quiet", which 
waa secured fro. the Bossy Allan Squad, lee Tork City Police 
Oepartaaiit and written by subject, la set forth* 


(A poca by Langston Hughes) r 
Listen, Christ* 

Too did all right in your day. Z reckon • 
But that day's gone now* 
they ghosted you tp a swell story, too* 
Called it tha Bible » 

But it’s dead now* ^ 

The popes and tha prsaohare'ww 
Made too such amy froa it# 

Bay's* add you to too ay 

Kings* generals, robbers* and killers • 
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, *y 5° th « ttaf tad tho Ooooaoka. 

J**® to Bocktf«ll«r's Chvrob. * 

Svon to tho Sttvdij Krtniiw Foot* 

Too i laU oo food ae aoro* 
ft«y*to pnMd rm 

SSiRT? .... 

CtariotjMao Lord Ood Jahorah, 

Boot itCBwyfrta^^J *•. -":=7 

*7 * wr «t«n »» wim«i rtai. 
to e-«ut Ito to«t 

Oo ohood oo no*. 

Tou»ro go ttiog la tho mrf 

iad pioaoo toko Solat Qbaaii rlth^onS?T 
Bad Saint Popo pi M| . *■* *•# 2 

iad Saint llaoo ltopbtn<n 

si**—* 

or tbo Cooooormtod «f t 

on th. tu, ChrUtJ 

2j»'» tj •» iltt about >oTio'l 

u «u. /*, STi. 

l«d oobo4r.. fan. «u M Vi. . v - • . .. .••>-■ 

• “Vi « a gm «ral»* ;y i / ,.;>> t v ? V 

JJFJ* froa tho fUoo ©f^ 

*• to • la tte ®. «, * 
by Langston finghoo 

^ Mrs55 ) #f * i “ 


«jiW. 


•>- > . vV 




£°* °P* ■ or ® ® to tho Mol, 

too sort S loJtho 0*S*A« •* " ’ 
too..u Uoo tonoolt yot 
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lh»B the land Moon to . /r .w^^-V : 

And the fiotorlii to the voridj^'iei 1 * *• " *♦*• r^* ■: i. * •' 

tto U«SJU oben ae taka eontroi 
VLllba tha U*S*SJU than* 

■on acroaa the water in fiaaala ' 

Thqr haw# a big V«S«S«8* 

Tha fatherland of tha Setlat i V’*' ; •'* *•■ 

la eighty far : •• \ • * V-. v #'• ^ 

F*cn Van Iork, or Ibxae, or Calif ornU. too . . ! « • **• ‘ A V ^ 

So Ueten, felloe voittn* ” • * '■'* i> * • * ’• • • 

Ihia la what we hava to do 


('-r •• 


Fat eat aora 8 In tha V(8«J* 

(Repeat Choroa) 

But oa ean»t win out by Juat talkl ■ y/ l!*? '; ■_ 
'So lot na taka thiaga la our ovn handa "* • . V • A \ *3^ • 

; lhan doan and aaay with. the boa tea i ip » 

HaU Cooeunietio land - * " v * '■ f - 

dad about out, falloa wo ricer e. 

Our nav alegan to tha eky* 

Put ana aora 8 In tha U.S*A*(eto) 

ft* w aan*t Join h a nd a etrong togathar ! 4, ‘ '*V ? T" *- -.\+* •-A 

So long aa white# are lynching bleak \ , #U- 

tol g.i cnth* rU» truk. ■'* *•*••*■ 

Fy Twxaa, or Georgia, or blab— a lad 
Coae together, falloa workera. 

Bleak and Alta aaa all be radc . ... . • 

Fat ooa aora 8(a to) 

Oh tha bankara they all are p^— ^ 

For another great big oar 

*° oaka than rloh from tha vorkare dead* 

1hat*a dll that war la for* 

So if you don't want to aaa ballet# bolding im , 

Then eoae on, all yon aorkara* * • 

ind Join oar fight todays 


ft(oto) 


' .r*. + • .*• • 
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b- ^..KtlJBaaa m .V.ri 
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dliconiid 1& lbs f il l of SOOthMT ’ *' 

mpp&gfw» th* *D»lIj Work*** of 

• photograph of th* nbjoot and an artiel* to thi iffiet that tbo Macro sort 

during th* fdl«iag n*k fra* Madrid,Sp*in, rtoroh* had 

H '. .. ??^J d * nt i?‘ 4 .? f 5 r ? aa ' ** 00 8^>t«hwr 19, 1941, pro*id*d j nwg ’ r " 

- tf th* XntonutLoaal Worker* Ord*r, a *oU*otioa of pom* 

• Srt^T'jy r^ 3 jn.^r"y* t *y* t ” * i *‘~- 

«XOQ Iftt 

•Littii 4a* rlca Bv Ja*rloa Aciiiu* 

• ••■**UO*«. .*,•'•• . . .. V. :• 

■Chant For Tea Moon ay.* 

■Chant For May D^.* . ' V •• .* 

» • Ballad* oT Ionia** - \ . . 

■Song of Spain* 

■Op*a latter to th* Sooth." 

■itogro ah*ttoJaad*th* Iyaohljg 8c^** 


• »! l.t .r* ■” 1 _ ? t yy* *?— “** »® «« lnjotle* or tlw Of. «n.r*« 

VS <;. r®". *^ in ao *y?* th*r* is. ala* a r*f*r*neo to th* «ork*r* takiM ovar i&a 
*L-‘. V ISSLSS? *JI? 100 S r ^* hort * 411 d**irahl* aapeota of tbo uSg of th* 

U ***** — i * t *< — d in m* MO* 100*9*1* th* 

rt •* — nan zone Hold Sinaloa* - - — • » , •.»: , . .77 . .77. . 
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AT HEW TOST, HEW IOHK 


Will continu* to ehaeka nd raporifortbar 
atadlaa being purauad, if aogr« - '\ 
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in or pacts: Jjx mrtlds entltledj*N#groes la M o ao cw * and subtitled 
a Land Rbere There la no Jlw Crow* found In the 
October 1933 copy of HTHWATICRAL LITERATURE was 
written by Subject and la date-lined Moscow, 1933* 

An article by Subject in the CHICAGO DEFENDER of 
9/4/43, aet forth* Subject advises every adult negro to 
B join an organization for the betternent of aegroee and 

g one uhieh la trying to break down diecriainatlon against 

•| S negroes* Be also speaks of Russia's intolerance of racial 

« S /) V^^Viecrlaination^Report on Subject ^byfConfidential D>- 

^ | //D/omantfl^^^H ihoee identity is fcnojmt^^he Bureau. . 
52 S m ' /v “ > dated Rov5mf>«^T77 1943, aet forth. dvieea'Xj/ 

S £ E Subject ia Co—u niat Party Meaber, bu^hawor the palV v 

1 S c year, he has not been so keen on the Party* A review of 


periodicals and other literature in the files of the Hew 
York Field Division refleot Subject ia a neaher of 19 
front organisations* 


REFERENCE* 


DETAILS t 


Bureau File Mo* 100-15139 
Report of 8peeial Agentf 
1943, at Maw York, Mew Ic 


ited Mo neaher 5; 


In an article entitled* •Megroes in Moscow*, and subtitled 
•in a Lend tfcere There is no Jin .Crow* appearing ia 
the October 1933 iaeue of HTERNATIOXAL LITERATURE, 

Subject writes of the statee of Pushkin standing in ths 
Central S^uere^ ftf. Rose ow* Subject Identified Pushkin aa 



SrfHM : s 
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I. I. 100-25776 


the great grandson of Peter the OreaW Subjeot speaks of the outstanding 
place of Pushkin in the literature of all time. The theme of the article, 
however, is the couple te acceptance of this person of colored blood by 
the Russian masses. The artlole is written in the present tense and 
described the author* s contacts with other negro people who have either 
been born in Moscow or have worked there for years. He comments on the 
fact that negroes have singled so completely in the life of Moscow that 
he has been unable to find several colored peoole of outstanding reputa- 
tions whom he was anxious to meet. He ooncludes this article with a poem 
by a Moscow poet, JULIAN ANISSIMOV, called •Unship* * 


■The blood of Pushkin 
Unites 

The Russian and the Negro 

In heart 

Tomorrow 

Te will unite anew 
In the International •■ 


‘i .» -> 


• jlhie article is date-lined Moscow/ 1933. / • •S ' - "V 

a . **’ ■ ' v - * * « i • ■ *.* •' -j*#; • * r .. V*- *. • • 

•» *• ' ■ " < * . . . • . 

y ‘’“ The CHICAGO UEFBiUSt of September 4, 1943 , carried an article * ' 
by the Subject. He stated that many people were writing to him, asking what 
to do now about the racial situation In America. Subject stated that he 
felt that every adult negro able to work or fight ought to Join an organi- 
sation for the betterment of negroes and one which is trying to break ^ . 
down discrimination against negroes. He pointed out that all shoul d join 
the INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PHBSSWATJON OF COLORS) PEOPLE and the 
URBAN LEAGUE. 


A a te th/MAP.CH qh WASHINGTON MOTOBfT, he stetedT that he was a 
member of it, but that he has two things against its first I that it does 
not admit white peoples second, that its leadsr, A. FHILC^JlANDOLFfl, in 

always attacking Russia. / . 

• ’ » 

Subject stated that* "Russia is the only country in the whole . •. 
world that will not tolerate racial discrimination and it is the only 
country where the poor nan has an signal break. As to ths white people in 
America, there ere so many hare, that I think we have te learn to work 
with then end they with us.« Subject stated, however, that "by being a • 
member of the MARCH ON WASHINGTON, I felt that maybe I could persuade 
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.•••■tXf.ir. '% ^ 4* -f* *** 
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TOE MOVIXENT to adult white people and to fat Mr. RANDOLPH to lay off of 
our Soria t Union** 


a report dated November 27, 1943, Confidential Informant 
whose identity la knoim to the Bureau, provided the follovlnf t 
•LANGSTON was among the first Negro intelleetuals that joined the Party* ", 
He has neser been known generally, not e r en in the Party olrela,as a 
member of. the Party* He w4s known to such persons fa JAMES V^^fGKD, ■ 
SMUEh^AmXSON, HARBXd&TTOOD, OTTO^HALL, WUISMKltPSON, B* 13^ AMIS, 
TWOTHT/fluLMES and others in the top olrolea* ' 


l^AMIS, 


"Being an outstanding Negro poet, his nans in united front movements 
carried prestige and weight* He wore the badge of liberal or progra s - 
sire* The Party exploited this to the utnost in the' Scottsboro Case, 
the Aaerican League Against Mar and Faacisa, National Negro Congrassand 
other united front movements* His naae was used to d raw other Negro 
intellectuals and professionals into these aoreaents, and with consider- • 
able success* 

■Langston has always been strictly a racialist erlnced in all his poetical 
works* He came into the Party on the basis of its >vograa on the Negro 
question* Shortly after Russia's entrance into the War, he, like ANGELO 
HJRNDON, felt that the Party was abandoning the struggle for Negro 
rights* Up and until Browder's release Crow the Federal Penitentiary, 
this riew was preralent* The major responsibility for ibis was pitted '* 
on the shoulders of JAMES V* FORD* ' ■ - - 

■Since then LANGSTON has not been so keen on the Party* His nan first, 
last, and always is for the rights of his people* He has not bten ex- 
pelled, neither has any public issue been usds of it* He is spoken of 
ss a 'progressive poet'* His none in the lsst year has been eonspioious 
by its absence from united front movements, organised and led by the 
Party. He has not participated in any united front movements hers in 
ay knowledge far over a year*" 


A review of periodic ale and ether literature in the files 
. of the New York Field Division reflected that Subject is a member of' 

the following front organisational * * 

• # • *» *. 

fit AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION - National Council 1940 

LEAGUE CF PROFESSIONAL CROUPS FOR FOSTER AND FORD, - * 

- • Member 1932 „ . 




■ *•> i ’ \ ;y * •' .■•tvi -.v' ; 


3 


p 

X 


f) 


-■ 

*$*r v *' 




N. T* 100-25776 
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| . ^V« °'V'LEAnUE OF THE STRUGGLE FOR NEGRO RIGHTS - President, 1935 

a< 9 ». ‘.NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE DRFBISE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS - 
' Member 1934 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLES RIGHTS - Member 1940-1941;- 

.Z' NEGROES COMMITTEE TC AID SPAIN with the Medial Bureau and 
• ‘ \ \ North American Coanittee to lid Spanish Democracy - 
Sponsor 1937 

1, P. M. Test Dinner for MARGIN TCNIO, - Onset of Honor 1941 

* A. P. M, Test Dinner for MARCANTCNIO, - Sponsor 1941 

ft6 a; LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WUTERS, - Vice president 1937, 1939, 

' 1940 * * ■* ‘ ' 
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r* AMERICAN FRIENDS CP THE MEXICAN PEOPLE - Sponsor 1938 
1 1 AMERICAN WRITERS CONGRESS (LJL.l.) Committee Member 1941 
Rfr ABRAHAM LIHCOIN BRIGADE - Sponsor 1938 . 
ji % SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY - Contributor 1941 
•• SOV IE T RUSSIA TODAY Editorial Council 1942 
COMMON GR0N1H, - Editorial Advisory Board 1942 
^ C0NCSES8 OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP - Patron 1942 


n UNITED NATIONS IN AMERICA Dinner given by the American 
« Committee for the Protec Up^of_£pseign_Born,_ speaker, 

April 17, 1943 

»* Tenth anniversary. National Conference of American Committee 
for the protection of the Foreign Bom, speaker, 1943 


j 


BOOK UNION Advisory Council 1943 
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RE* TORE FIELD DIVISION 



it Jfew York. New York t 
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Kill continue to check and report further Ccsauniet activities* 
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HOT RECORDED 
Special Agent in Charge 

lev York, Hew York 
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Dear Sir: 


RE: SECURITY HATTER * 


- *.• v- # «*•**.$. 
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Please be advised that a security index card has been 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows: 


V o HUGHES, lahgstcr 

634 St. Rio ho las Avenue 
t Row York, Rew York (Rea.) 


RATXV3 BOSH 


CQUUJWISY 

a . . • ^ - 


b. • . . 

- .o - ' 
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AnTiOTRIATE ATSECIES % 
A*ID 72—? OITICTS \ 
AD7T 3 y rc'JIUCC ' . \ 

TUP (u) C F_Tb /*D 

RAiz^z-aji - ? 
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The above caption should be checked immed lately for accuracy 
against the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should 
be informed of any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 
: 5" x 8* white card captioned as above and reflecting your, investigative 
case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File. 
In the event the above caption is not correct, tlie card you prepare should 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should’ve informed of the correct 
caption. 


caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
toCAJTWRS {tall times and the Bureau immediately advised of 
*T^y w ch£nge8 gift t^rein in that connection. . > 

C 1 , * . ^ • p s’-. ^ • . . . • * t ■ • .v- « .£%■>*% 

APK ll 1344 -ftM- • - Very truly, yours, y 


‘fowl mmuui of wfltsiiMTma 

• a a MHumuxT of wsna 


Wa ha 


i2 1944 


\ '>■ 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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LA5QST0I BUSHES 
IJILBML SECUBI1X - C 


Ali I 

SS»sa- ; -'-j 

OTHS* 151 -» 



1ISFKCTCB QAHBOi 


The laet report aubaitted in this out im^rmag±IsL 
i d*t«d r *bruanr 19, 1944 by Speoial Ag*^ip|HHMR 
l l^HIHiii ehloh a land la eat out to oantinua onaoi 
''^Tj^rTport further Comunia^fliivities. Routing Ml] 
were tent to Special Agant^^Vby the supervisor#,// 
on July 12th and Aucu|^^m^ The cat# was raaJeii 
to Spaoial AgantH^^^IVoa August SI, 1944. 
Im smio h as thar^^^^^^^**l° inrastlSatioa to be 
o on duo ted after the subolasioo of the 
report, the ease should bare bean placed in a ponding 
inactive statue, instead of bains carried as asl igned 
and delinquent for nest of the tine since the report 
was submitted, masauob as 6 nonths have elapsed • 



since the submission of the laet report, it lo now tine 
for further oheok into the activities of the subject, 
to line with Bureau instructions, an effort should be 
.mdc to procure a handwriting epeoiaen of the subject. 

It is noted that there ia a photograph of the subject 
in the file. Copies should be furnished to the Wax*** • 
with the next report. . * • ~ . ;i .... 

■ w " 

"t. . ; ‘ *• .♦ * V •- C-V^f . 

Super W IMIalley The Inspector's cements have been noted. ttl» 4us 
P * r - ■* .hti be brought up to date and plAoed in a pendin g ^ 

inactive status* - 


** . 



Inspection Report 
How York Office 
Inspector Ilarbo 
Soptcobor 13, 19Ut 
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This case on-. .mated at Nl?i YOTK. II 


Date made 


LkJigsi'oh nurses 


9 / 9 , 11 , 21,22 


NY Tile H3 


Report naUe by 


Character 


U^EPJlaL SECURITY - C ^ 


Synopsis of facts: 


Iff; 

8nS 
. Saw \ 

gsa X 
S n I g | 

|a|| 

5 3 ft | 
•3 g £ g 
< 3 S p 


& 
* ^ 


Ci-ASSIFi: 

it. 

TATE DT El 


Autobiography of subject set forth. 'Pjfcst became 
active Vforkers : bveueilt 1;30. I ieuber ''It ITT J TaTIDKAL 
UUIOII PL^OLU'.’IOlLJTf * TTHTtS 1933. On National Com- . 
uittee IEAGUT aGAIWST * AR tc FASCISM 

1934. /contributing LditorNuabor Defender" 1937. 

Urnb-jr^vj K'rici n Cormttce for 1 Technical Aid to Spain 
1937. AttcndwTSOT. Jdi . TIOlbvL/R-iTERS CONGRESS at 
Hudrid, Spain, 1937. sJpfroVwd verdict in Soviet 
Puree Trials 1933. Ifc-ijber n^TRIC<»H PLACE 1 Pi UJSi.TTON 
C(X 3 HT TEE 19 AO. 1 fcnbe r aEAGUE aIERICL-F 'UTTERS, 1941. 

On Editorial i.oun qil>STT> PU: LICj "IONS, INC., 1941.' 

Listed « s lecturer /SSCNOOL FOR XE1DCRACY, 1942. Signed 
Second Trent Call 19452. On Editorial board, naf«*ino 
^Cornon Ground", 1942. S' ; >ea’»;er meeting held uy 

sCCUUCIL.rOR Pi N A! ERICA N IKPCTACT, 1943. Subject's 
a?fc;ia l /'"fbr this *;e 7i.;lit n , presented aWEGTlO . 
pnEEIOI? RaLLT, liadison Scpiare Garden, 1943. On 
CoJiuittcdy. Pi.TIO^.' L COUNCIL 0? USTJC/Jl SOVUT. FPJTNDSaiP, 
1943. Jfeporfcor oNl’I^IC.- V YOUTH FOR XIDCRACY, 1944. 

1 feabeiKNa tional Conhattce for People’s liigits. Subject 
believetk to be rc3idmr 634 St. Nicholas Avenue, Hen York. , 

S. 2- xy^ APPROntlAZS ATCSCH3 S. 

— 4 AHD FIItI> OTPlCXS 

Y iZjfcf JjSlk f/fttO B?,«SUTXWJ : 't 


REFERENCE* 


bureau File 100-15139. 
Report of Special Ay.en 
19, 1944, at f!ev: York, 


:. N. V. 
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DE TAILS: The subject of this case is carried as a key Xlcure 

in the New York Field Division# 

•» .ut^tosr.^ J'TiokiSt 0 ' u 

»ath his aether, where he remained until he had completed his high school 

i n U 2 tl0n at Ce ntral Hi^h. In 1920, he visited his father, *fco was living 

he Mmifin*"! ! t ? ye i' ath ht ® for a PP r °3dLaately a year. In September 01*19 . 
he enrolled at Columbia University in New York, uhere he completed a one vea- 

iSTvorV 8 !° e year » he found to attend the^tand School in 

New York under the guidance of HTU.ID LET ISOHN and HEY170QD DROUN. 

the end of the school yesr. he •■^nt to sea an! fmn 

infi+T U1 ^ 11 l926> he drif ted about in various countries of Hxrope incluc 
/hance, and Spain. He had begun to write poetry prior tThis coir 

to attend ?/ ° f his talent ** ** 3 ^eld, he was^iven a scholarship 

?n University in Pennsylvania. He began his studies at this* 

8 Tool m 1926, and completed his course there in three years. 

_- ri _ . .. . ,, * review of the files of the New York yield Division was 

made, and the following information was reflected} 

„ + , vo *v . Confidential Informant T-l advised that subject first beow* 

that ho had* 16 0 * k ^ rS faveuent and interested in social conditions in 1930: 

Snain^iim in W3i a *i that he was a correspondent in m 

Spain, during the Spanish Civil *mr. 


Ln^sdfid. 


.. Confidential Informant J«2 advised that one SONT^SMW 

in 1932^ and they had^ ^h/d** * 110 P® 1,8011 * Barr:Led IANGST0N HUGHES sometime* 

sr* ^ ej&iSss - 

A nietni-o^orT^’? .^scribes his trip to Ifoscow fbr the purpose filming 
a.Picture and Jxite "* He stated that he admired the Soviet system for 
its non racVprejudice, and he stated that all places were open to Mm as he 
possessed credentials of the INTETJ IATI0NAL UNION OP REVOLUTIONARY UTTERS. 
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In the Call to the Second United states Congress Against 
'at and Fascism on September 28, 1934 at Chicago, Illinois, it was reflected 
that LANGSTON HUGHES was on the NATIONAL CO? SUTTEE OF THE AUER ID AN LEAGtE 
'AGAINST T7AR AND TISZTSA. 

The February, 1937 issue of the "Labor Defender" reflected 
that LA’KSTON HUGHES was a Contributing Editor of this magazine, which is 
published by the DJTERNATIOIIj.L L.DOR DEFENSE, 8 East 11th Street, New Tork City 

In the Daily T.orker, published Ua^ch 29 J 1937, on page 4, 
he wrote that the participation of Negroes in the Spanish IPir on the side 
of the Loyalist Government snows that the Negroes arc growing in international 
consciousness. This article also reflected that he is a member of the JJCRICAN 
COIMTTEE FOE TECHNICAL AID TO SPAIN. 

An article in the Daily I/orker, dated September 7, 1937, 
reflected that LANGSTON HUCHES, "tic Negro poet", made a broadcast from Madrid, 
and that several weeks befero he had attended the INTERN/. TIOH/J. 'JITTERS 
CONGRESS at Madrid, Spain. 

According to the Daily ’jorkcr of January 22, 1938, on 
p£fe. u 2, the subject was interviewed on his return froo Spain after sponding six 
months there. It is reported that HUGHES told of the heroic work of the 
many Negroes from the United States in Spain's fight against General Franco, 
and that he res convinced of a Loyalist victory. 

An article in the Daily "jorkcr, dated April 23, 1938, re- 
flected that LANGSTON HUGHES was one of 150 prominent American artists, writers, 
and cooposers, who issued a statement in support of the verdicts of the recent 
Moscow Trials of the Trotskyito-Bukharinitc Traitors, 

Th.w/1930 International ’orkerff' Order Convention proceedings 
reflect that EUANUElNU'fviH, National Education Eork Director, distributed 
ten thousand copies orHhc collected poems of IANGSTON HUQES. 

, In the Doily Worker, dated august 14, 1939, it was ro- 

I fleeted that LANGSTON HUQHLS was one of 400 leading figures in education itoo relr&s 
i I a. manifesto denying the fantastic falochood that the U.S b.R. and the Totalitarian 
1 States are basically alike, * 
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The Dally '«jbrker issue of September 3, 1940 reflected a . 
list of officers elected by the UCiGQJCY Fi'.CE !D1 IUSATIOW COIttHTTEC 
Convention held September 2, 1940, in which LiJIGSTOl* HUGHES is carried as a 
member. 

In the "New Leader", dated Hovember 11, 1940, an article 
appeared which read as follows t 

"Two ner frort3 have been added by the Com- 
rades to iho lun^ and tiruv. l?nt of networks 

ainin, Vy the Comintern through the professions. 

Cnt is *Jit "U-wycrs Couni ttee to Keep the United 

State3 Out ox '.a r. Hie other is the Kegro 

Playr.Ti-'’ts, sponsored by Stalin stooges, 

pawt1jowso;t, :ic:iAfiff\niGar, iwrfecmii, beh 

^stikvis. LdIGSTO.I HUGILiS, and all the lads." 

In an article published in the Daily \orker, dated April 
•j y 1941, it vas reflected that LaPTSTON liUC-ICS vas one of more than one 
hundred leading American ’.Titers •• ho signed the Cal3. of the Tourth Congress 
of the IT.AGUE OF AlCHICi.N C.RITERS to be held June 6-S, 1941. 

Confidential Informant A, whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, advised the plenary session, of tlio C0MtHJ??IST PARTY, U.S.A., was 
held in Hew York City from June 20, 1941 to June 29, 1941, and that among the 
persons attending was JUIfJ CEOLL (formerly SOI.TA CI:QLL), rife of UJfGSTOK 
HUGIUS, Hog 1 * 0 poet. 

Confidential Informant T-2 advised ir. October, 1941, that 
I/JtGSTON HUGHES is on the Editorial Council of tho SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY PUB- «■ * 
LIb.TIDIB, IHC., 114 East 32nd Street, Hew York City. 


/ • 


VL/ 
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Confidential Informant T-3, in a report dated January 7, 
1942, advised that L/fiGSTON JIUGHLS was one oi those listed as being instructors 
and a guest lecturer at the SCHOOL IT)?. DEIX’IACY, 13 Astor place. New York 
City. * 


An article appearing in the Daily ’.orker dated September 
22, 1942, page 7, column 3, reflected tat HiF!r,S ras one of 500 American 
rriters rho signed a Second Front Call in jo, the President. 

Confidential I;iformnt^Mp.l/>s^^£entIty is known to the 
Pm-eau, advised that as of fovenber 27, 1945, LaXS'?#! TJG'iin was on the 
Editorial Eoard of thr "Co..rcn Ground", a :ia.asine published by the C013DH 
COUNCIL -O?. j.I5LIUCj\N IT ITT, 222 Fourth . k venue, New fork City. 


In an article in the Daily '.orker dated December 23, 1942, 
page 7, colunn 7, it ras retiectcG that LA-’GSTON HUC-iLS headed a list of ^ Titers 
who will lecture at the So. POL FC?. :7 JDCRaCY during the winter tern beginning 
January 4, 1943, and tiiat he. will speak on the liie and culture or. the Negro 
people. 


mi 


idential National befesne Irucmant^^HjH reported 
that La-'GSTON HUG ^S was a 'speaker at a nieetin^ held at Leek Theater 

on February 14, 1943, ” Night of the /jnencas", to further cultural ties be- 
tween Latin America and the United States. This meeting- ras put on by the 
COUNCIL FCR PaN aJERICaN ELiJXRaCY. 



In the Daily 
the folloring information ras related t 


orker, dated Hay 19, 1943, page 7, column 2, 


LaNGSTON EUTinS' drama, •Tor this re fight", 
will be presented at Madison Square Garden 
June 7th in connection ’..dth a Negro freedom 
Kelly. .Concluding a lecture tour, vhich took 


Vi 


5 - 


NY 100-25776 

him to several uidr/c stern universities and 
Auy caaps during tlic Tlnter, including 
a governa^nt radio broadcast from Toronto, 
the poet i.lll speak tiay 26th at the Toe 

Paine form in ihilsdelpiiia. 

• • 

In an article apj-earin^ in the Daily * orlxr, dated Itrj 24, 
1943, page 1, column 5, it was reflected that LdifCDTOji 'ItfniliS was one of 220 
prominent Americans who addressed an open letter to the president urging an 
inmedia tu st-verenco of di;i2c_iatiu relations i i ih Hnland, and a declaration of 
war. 


V \ Confidential Infor.iant T-9 reported a conference between 

E^rS^VIS and cnN^JS!!,' which took place on Yz y 2C, 1943.. IE1I It.VIS complained 
of the lack of cooperation t ~ the Daily Worker in publicising a meeting 
(probably the Negro Irecdor. ; g-lly in vhich IiuiGST-. »rl H^GHT-S presents his drama 
"for this H iit"). Glia-UN ranted to kn«w if the Daily ’orker was getting 
enough material, and Dj.VIS ivpli. d that they T’cre getting noiv thin they could 
use. GTJEN is reported to have- said that there should be some real material on 
the cultural aspects on aCkiTOH, on . hat the LfcpG5?(V! I! vr.TJS tiling is, and, 
of course, the naia tiling is the political iaportanc- of th* meeting. 


In an article occurring in the Daily "orhur dated September 
16, 1943, it was reflected that a mectin-: of mtors vas h_ld under the auspices 
ol the HATIOlkL COUNCIL 07 A'TJtlGi.H 30V Id? ndUinKlIIP for tile yurpos j of a 
nation* Ide collection of books . to restore th. libraries of the Soviet Union. 
LANGSTON ilUGiiLS is noted as beirv., on tile conmittce. 

t 

Confidential iniorutnt A, whose identity is known to the' 
Bureau, advised that LhlIGbTOil If.'GHUS sponsored anti attended a Citizens anergeacy 
Conference for International Unity at Hunter College, park 'avenue and 69th a. 
Street, New York City, on September 25, 1943, ..Mid trhZLt one of the panel dis- 
cussions was devoted to the problem of discrimination in the *rmcd Pbrce-s. 


An article appearing in the- Daily borlxr dated Octob-.r 1, 
1943, pa & e 8, column 6, reflected that tile T O has called a Cultural Conference 
ior Sunday, October 10, 1943, at ilalin Studios, 135 '«est 134th Street, lieu York, 
to deal ’ith the problems of .the drc.ia, music, dance, and instnaental groups 
r.orkin,. in the field of folk art, and thet L afGSTOU iilAIILS vill* make the main 
speech on fqjlk art' and thefrar; 


V. 
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^Sk>nfiduntial Informant A, vhose identity is known to the 
Bureau, edvised October 10, 1943, Lif'GSTUl! HUGHES unit th'. keynote 

Sjxech of the Cultural Conference h.ld by- the Hew York District of the TO, 


*jn advert is cut. nt appearing in the Hew fork Tines dated 
. December 22, 1943, reflected thai 1*JTJST0H HUG I ES was a signer of a declaration 
put for tli 'jy the Reichstag Fire T!isl AtJiiv<_ rcary Comittec, hich ras an 
advertisement commemorating *The fire that has been burning for ten years*. 

Many other veil kno.x Gesnvnicts ax re Joint signers. 


An arti -v.- nppjaring xn ti^e Deaf y ' orl:cr issue dated January 
30, 1944, pege 3, column 4, reflected that Z/.I*SeR( 7 .XRH, IAIfC JTCJT HUGHES, end 
o tilers v ill spwak and pay tribute to the memory ofcjJTT XOUKi, Editor of NET 
lii>SSLS, on January 27, 1944 ut lirnhattan Center. 

An artic app-.ering in *The People's Voice", dated February 
l*"** ^944, r ^fleeted th: t L.MG3T0I* IF. GHES participated in a radio debate on the 
race Ciuestion on America's Tr n IT, -ting of the Air. Th- article further rc- 
f..e«‘ted that HUGHES advocated an over— ell Federal program protecting the* rights 
O- '’inoritiwS and tlirt hr stated that Democracy does act 1c ee* by sharing its 
privileges, but that it lose 3 by denying then. 

Confidential Informant T-4 advised that LAFGSTGN HUGHES 
ras cne of tit National Sponsors of tiic .JEPJCaH YOUTH FOR Il-JXRACT as of 
Fbbncry 1C, 1944. 


i.n article appearing in the "JV-oplc's VoiCL 1 *, dated 
Uarch 18, 1944 reflected that LANGSTO?’ 1IUGHES made a spring cross-country tour 
follcr. ring his recent appearance on the Torn liceting of the air, and that he read 
his poems to the men of Fort Rcdlcy ac ’• guest of the 18th and liadison CBO 
Clubs, Junction City, Kansas. Ilia campus programs included the Crri.Vi.rsi.ty of 
best Virginia, the University of Kansas, -ilcy.Qollefco, San Houston College, 

And Prairie View Statu College* in Tuaa , ~ 

Confidential Info mint T— 3 advised in a report dated 
June 7, 1944 that LANGSTON HUGHES vus affiliated ’lth the FRTJ1DS 0? THE 
SOVIET UNION, and in this report he is listed C3 a COUIUHIST P.JITY aemb< r. 

Xn an article appearing in th.* Drily \orkur dated July 8, 

1944, page 8 ,.. colixui 3, it mas reflected that UiJGSTON HUGHES was oue of the seven 
ports liio m;t in a discussion group at the Jefferson School of Social Science. 

■“■-575 Six tli *venuc. 


btp 
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:.n undated prnphlct entitled "National Cocnittce for 
People ' s ]ix. -hts", 100 Fifth i. venue, Nev York City, listed Im'jKjSTOK HUCIILS 
as bein^ a nember. 

Confidential In.cmr.nt T-5 advised that his records reflected 
that ths subject still resided at 634 St. Nicholas ..venue, New York. It re- 
flected further tliat IIUCULS ‘.-as r. a: vs paper reporter for the iSM ;JCR1C»W at 
Baltinorc in 1938 arrl 1939 -no that ho "hs in Los /.nicies. California, during 
the period 1939 to 1940, wv.ar.. h. vr.s the author of an RXC fxln "*.£>* Dvvn South", 
arvi vh«.rw he vss a dra.nati~ J at the 1-edoral f!'..-ster ; Los -Jv>le’S. It further 
r-flcctod that in Jr.rnary, '• >41, he had a tenporary address \t the Good 
Shepherd Comunity Center, f!-.20 South parkway. Clue ago, Illinois. 


tie t th«. 


u check of tkw nail box at 634 St. Nicholas ..venue' reflected 
nane of IUJ1ILP. and KUOICS app-ared on the nail box of apartment 1-B 



[of the upartucnt house locate 

at 634 St. Nicholas <a.-nu_, Tiew 1'ork, v.as contacted utidcr a suitable pretext, 
i’v. sdvis_d tli-t tlie subject ‘3 aunt, TOYShJtFd^j^id: s in apnrtncnt 1-D, and 
tlr.t LaNGSfOIl IIUG1ELS receives his nail Iso related that NUGgS 

has a studio somewlar^ii^h^^OO or 500 block on <esl 1 41 st Street. JjjHV-d- 
y vised that his son,im|HH|M had fornerly * orkc^?h|^the subject leaving 
odd Jobs in thu stu^^^Ie^wR-ng errrjids for hin. stated that he *.ould 

Swcurc the address of this studio for the rritcr. Ile^Tso stated that TOY 





ILJ FGR and her husband, EICRSOSJL'J'J’LR, rare presently in DcnTcr 
and that they were travv.li.np abo\lt the country vith an orchestr ^ 
a demised that he had been formerly connected rith ConpcJiy L of the 

^signed because he *jcs unable to E.'cure h-1 
Ha also' advised that he tras the 
IS, fuil'el ng service Union, 11 X. 


hdo, 

also 





mm 

wrtd 


[of th. bed Ic’d 
worked for hin as c| 
hin entirely roliableT 
• hich reflected only thT 
th-.y -.re re excellent tenants 
structad fifteen years ago 



Il^u^ojjc 

choice j .venue; advised tha 
x‘cr a nunber of years, and that he consiuerc 
aadc the lease of onarts^n^jD available, 

t ciyL tot »t.HTCR. •(H^'.dviscd that 

B.inec the building ras co 




* Conxddential Infomant T-6 node th- records of his orfico 
available which did not reflect a LJTGS70N HUGHS residing in the 400 or 500 
't>lock on .A.st 141st Street, U> w York. 
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Confidential Iruon *ant ?-7 rude thv. records of his office 
available *. hieh reflected tiu.t L.XST0H HUOIES still receives uaii ct 634 St 
Nicholas ..Venue, New fork. 


t!u nines of 


s of tii. Her.; fori; Field Division *.xrc chocked for 
:ith negative results* 



ied riven u 


s tele phonic ally contaet-d, uid he advised 


lac on ’<est 141st Street a 


SyuSSSawi 


m 


Nicholas 


is oi ui- opinion ti'c.t irJOItnS is living a 


, ie \.ill edvisw the ‘Titer if thi3 is tzues i . . 

> Vk>nfid..»itial Ln_ori/.nt^JHB^atio3 j identity is knom 
to. v the Bureeu, vus contacted for my infom^xor^xmeerninc the activities of • ■ 
L-NGSTOU IiUGIILS, and li*. unde the folioeing report* . •* 

^tQGTOII KUGI-1S ms spoken for* yet rs to various COUiUtllST 
E.m gatherings. H- is used nere Js a front, g nc rally contacted through 
the BSD, rnd usually through LCjUEE*: <Z!PS01I, end * TT.T.TY H Pj.TTE>S 0N, both for- ' 
u.r National C omit tee. nenbers of theSM) and C0!IIUi T IS7 P.J77* They arc husband 
end '-'if a, noi living in Chicago. ||o is generally near LO'JZSC THOIPSOil. TJaa 
serit to Spain by Party during Civil 'nr j cried. He believed HXULS to be in 
Chicago, and that he Isas a it iter, on .tho Chicago Defender.. He described HUGHES 
as b^ing forty-tno Jrer.ro o fjp&j, 5*8“ tall, nvcliun build, brown eyes, having 
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a nustcchw- and noritol status - unknown. 

.. uor- r. ccnt picture of IiJKJSTOI? HUGHES appearing in the 
Daily * crk«.r dated October 1, 1043, page 8, cblunn 6, nas obtained, and a 
copy of this picture is bein^ subiitted as an enclosure rixfc this report. 





I'.iICLOGDE . 



Photograph of subject 


PENDING 
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'J.TJ::r U3FID r’.iJS 

c::ia.G0 bivmu ?: 

i ? OIIC..GO. LTiLI-IOIS: 

'. ill review tlu* files of the Office and report any infor- 
mtion concerning the activities of the su’ej-ct not se't forth in instant report* 

Vxll cjr.tect Oe.jfid/utial Infer r.nta of the Cifice for any 
infom Jon concerning th activities of the subject. 1 - is knoi.n ti;..t HUGHES 
has been a ' rite-r on the Defender an’. tiu.t he is ,• close fri-no of 

LOUISE TUOIQ'SOU and * TT.T.T fSP./'Tl.PSOK. 


E^LTLa:'. I'H-L 7 ) D.VI5IQU 


.? 2/x-rr o'g:, 


* ill r. J *: the files of the office 
» tion concernin'; th_ activities c.f the subject, *.*k *' 

the iJSO .fLRICi.il, 1938-9.. 


end report any infer - 
:s a n.i/3 reporter for 


los i.?:Gi:L^ field Division 


Ji LOS elfins, C; LI?0?eIL.T 

■.ill report tlie activities of the subject for t*ie period 
1939-40. Subject \.M3 connected “ith the 7edcral Ihecter end '.‘as the author 
of an RKO filn entitled « Ly Dct.ti South". 

XSHliIGTON bTilD DI7ISI0H • 

at w>^;rniGTOii. p. c.t 

VLll chcok with the 8tato Dopartnsnt to determine if the 

subject obtained a passport .to leave the country ao stated 3 omctlnc in 1>32 

4. or 1933 to go to Itusai:. and rhethwT he obtained a passport somctiMC in 1937 

* Then ho is alleged to h..va spent the latter six months in Spain. 

• • • • ■ 




-11- 




nr 100-25176 


NT. YORK F3LI23 DIVISION 


AT NET YORK, ItT. YORK: 


Will obtcin hr ixirrritino spyrfinons of the subject at Local 
Board 58, 138th Street and Br° ^ 

or ' the purpose Cj^5veIop5s»inS^^^con!5eatia^nIomant, 

'.ill co.Twinuc. to check end repo-t tvr*kxr Cooaunlsc ac- 
tivities of the subject. 
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October 26, 1944 



iir. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal bureau of Investigation 

Washington, L, C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 

The purpose of this letter Is to obtuln from your 
organization, if It is available, informs tion or an 
opinion- regarding the Negro poet, Mr. Langs torPliughes. 
The cJjcunstsnces are these— I have” engaged him to 
speak/to the students of Cent r alJUgh School, November 
14. j/fionday, October 23, there J^ppeareA an article in 
the Itievr York Sun by Georg* t.xsokolsky stating that 
Mr. 'Hughes belonged to twelve r organizations which 
Attorney-General Biddle declared to be subversive and 
communist, and that these organizations are once "which 
the Department of Justice, for its particular purposes 
accepted as communist or communist dominated.". 


1 should like to know, if It is not out of place 
to release the information, whether or not this is the 
truth. I should also like to know whether or not the 
Federal bureau of. Investigating as any evidence that 
Mr. duties has at any time been engaged lr activities 
subversive to the Uni tea States Government.. My o: 
Interest in the matter is to safeguard the pupil ^ 

nd any information or advice that you may 

me regarding the propriety of hr. Hughes talking 
to a typical student body that is not concerned with the 
Negro problem will be deeply appreciated. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption^) 
material available for release to you 


m i 

to you. u ' 


with no segregable 


CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Reference is being qade to the report of 
Mated frtober 4th, 1944 In regard to the 
above-captioned subject* ^his la to advised that the indices of ♦' 
the Baltimore *ield Pi vision have been checked against the nave 
LWK3ST0H HUGHES with negative results*^) •.*;■. - 

\ ' 

Accordingly, this case is being referred 
npon covpletion to the office of origin*^ 


•T- * 

•V.- ■ 


LLKtlag 

100-11071 

00 NeTsC* 











8 uov 6 : mm fifci 

- it * **V 






/ 



1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


oNMMA-nDAT NEW YORK CITY, H*T. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


11-8-Ui |lO-12,31-Wi 


£ 


*CHANGEL£-j 
OS {A^CSTORnUGHES, 
igatoSrHughea 


with alias 



INTERNAL SECURITY - 


•YNorn* or r act** 


passport is s usd to the subject on February 20, 15^6 ' > 
for a contemplated trip of one year duration to Spain 
and general European travel for residence and study 
under a Guggenheim Fellowship* He Intended leaving 
|.?ew York on Ifarch 7* 1936, vi* the SS CHALPLAIN. The 
Afro-American employed the subject as a correspondent 
in Spain in July, 1937, he attended the Second Inter- „ 
national Congress of Writers in July, 1937, at ^ Valen- 
cia, Spain* (u ) , :‘ 


Reference: 


Details s 


- RUC - 


Bureau file #100-15139 

Report of Special Agentfl^HHH|| 

October 1, 19Uh, et New York, N.X* 


1! I (H ’ 


ICOPIES DESTROY El 


V • . ‘ * ' . „s' *"■ <^\» *j ’ i ^ . f * v *■ '■ 

' At Washington, D* C, : 

The title of this case has been designated changed 
to reflect the full nans of the subject as being 
JANES 1/ BOSTON HUGHES, as evidenced by the fact that ; - 
subjoct's passport was applied for aid issued In that 

A Confidential national Defense InformantMBW^dte 
< * 1 identity* is known to the Bireau, nade avaixapxe the . 

* passport file of the subject end the following infonsa- 
: tion wes noted therein:- 


oVl 




5y- Bure^j/ (_) wM 

J - New York (1 Col. S. VT Con- A 1 

stant D of I - 2SC) V Yi*, 
2 - Washington Field . .v-\ 

’{' -» »» &>PY in FILE r J * - * f \ 
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Passport Ho. 256358 was issued to JAKES IANGSTOM HUSHES on 
February 20, 1936, for a contemolated trip of one year's duration to 
Spain general European travel for residence and study under a 
Guggenheim Fellowship. He intended leaving New lork March 7, 1938, 
via the SS CH/M PLAIN. In his application the subject stated that he 
had had the following foreign residence:- 

Eussia, July 1932 to June, 1933* 

Mexico, December, 193U to June, 1935* 

There is contained in the files of the State Department a 
letter from the Afro-American at Baltimore, Maryland, dated July 8, 

1937, requesting assistance of the State Department to enable HUGHES 
to go to Spain from France as a correspondent for the Afro-American. 

A dispatch from the American Consulate at Valencia, Spain dated July 8, 
1937, advised that the subject was a delegate to the Second International 
Congress of Writers organised by the Anti-Faclst intellectuals for the 
Defense of Culture. This passport was renewed on July 9, 1938 for 
un-speclfied travel. However, he did state at that time that he ha- 
tended leaving New lork July 13, 1938 via the SS NORUANDT. Prior to 
this the subject was issued passport No. 352769 on March 25, 1931* for 
travel to the West Indies and South America and was renewed at Riga, . 
Latvia, on March 11, 1933* and passport No. 63271 drted July 8, 1920, 
for travel to Mexico. 

In bis passport application he stated that he was born in 
Joplin, Missouri, on February 1, 1902 j that his father was JAMES NATHAN- 
IEL HUGHES, barn in Charlestown, Indiana, and now deceased. Subject 
gave his permanent residence as being 212 South Pleoant Street, Cberlln, 
Ohio, and his legal residence as being c/o A. A. KN*PF, 730 5th Avenue, 
New lork City, New fork. 
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•: iahgstcn Hughes 
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/ ^ 3r ;Ur ! ; ““h" of ^»oxy ComittM of the San PtanT 

/ n^°r^ 0rker8 v, SchC> 2iir^^^ ; “P** 1 «■»•* «f 1933 in 
?« i«> * "T b ? r °^ merican league Against War and Fascism 
in 193li. Uaa in Japan in 1933 at which tlaa ha predicted 
that a war would be fought between the white and Colored _ . 
rjces. : Ih 1932* HUGHES waa prasiden^ / \ ^ 

^ sponsor ofthe Abraham • ' - 

*4><*or the first liters ic^n- 

of theatre league; a member^ 

of thj^National Council of the American Peace Mobilization* 

Lrt??T fL 1 ?® editorial BtA£f of^Soviet Russia Today-, ' 
iTiTp?^^r? n p P r >graa 8upport opaticnal Party fcdld- 
» ( G « p *)j a member of th Rational Citiaens 

U ff^tic^Act^^Coa^ttee. ‘ Author oJ^tH3ood-Qre Christ".^) - ’ 
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^Pprt of Special Agen 

10AM*CU ) 


fwew fork City, f 


AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFC 


Division. >UbJa< * * ligU ^“ in **“ Ioric Clt f 

V *" H ^Ptce have been searched and informant^// 
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interviewed. The result of this investigation is being set out herein. 

The official organ of the International Obion of Revolutionary 
Writers, "International literature" listed IANGSTGN HUGHES as an Aaerican 
author, member of its staff in 1933 along with UPTONtTlNCIAJR, MICHAP.ffiOLD, v 
JQHN^GBj^ASSOS, THEODOR^EREEERfnd othfrs. ()>) \ . , ' A 

Source A has informed that IANGSTGN HUGHES is a Negro poet, a 
radical, although probably not a member of the Coonunlst Party. Source fur* 
ther informed that he was a contributor to“^‘ew Masses" in 1933 and supported 
th^ational Cosnittee to Aid Victims of German Fascism in 193b and that he 
was' a member of the School Advisory Committee of the San Francisco Workers 
School in 193U; that he spent the summer of 1933 in the U.S.S.R.J that he was 
a member of the National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners in * 
193U; that he was also a member of \he National Committee, American League 

Jf*-)) Angeles, ad- 

■4fcedth^To^!^eTe^oTTTc^uia^iAKKTu^iUGHES^iiiteniationally famous 
Negro poet, had attended a luncheon at the Imperial Hotel i^Tolgo^JaDan in , 
1933 and at this luncheon HUGHES was the principal speaker. flH|^^HKtate^ 
that HUGHES related to a predominately Japanese audience th^aolege^iTl treat-? 
sent of the Negroes in this country. She stated that he predicted that some 
day a war would result in which all of the colored races, black, yellow and . „ 
red, would join in the subjugation of the white race. She informed that 
HUGHES stated that there was a natural bond between these colored races 'and 
that their opposition to the white race should be expressed in combat. Qjj 


• /j In 193U IANGSTGN HUGHES mas the president of the "League For Struggle 

For Negro Rights", according to information appearing in the report of the 
f \ Committee on Un-American Activities of the 75th Congress in 1938. This report 
\ also s tated that the poems of LANGSTON HUGHES were read by DCRGTHX^&RAX. It 
\also stated that" HUGHES is a Coen uniat leader and writef " • ) 


v Source B informed that IANGSTOU HUGHES is listed as a sponsor of the 

AbratUBriinopln Brigade along with the followings UPTON SINCLAIR, DONALD 
0GDE2HSTENART, f KARTh^-IXlED^ LOUld^flSCHER, T.TTJ.TAMrHKT.TKIH and otbers who 
generally sponsor~stlcH~drganisation8.^{/ ^ * . 

The National Republic", for February, 1935 liate LANGSTON HUGHES 
(Negro) as. one of 'the individuals who signed the cell for the first Writers 1 
y'.' Congress. His nsme appears, along with the followings fUj .'S'*** ? 

• ,*■'!'* • . \ . ^ \ 

* . . . •• * • r' 
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EARL' BROSDER 
ERSKlHE^ALDWELL 
MALCOU^OSIET 
THEODORE DREISER 
GUTRENDORE 
JAKES T.^ARRELL 
MICHAEL GOLD 
CIARENCE&ATHAMAI 
ORANV I LLSThICKS • 
HERBERH^LLINE 


JOHN HOTARD^JAIEON 
JOSEPH^ ORTH 
M. Jv^OIDIN 
SAM , $RNITZ 
ISAD0R57$3HNEIDER 
GE<KGE*£kLAR * 
JOHN L.*JSPIVAK 
UNCOUC^TEFFENS 
THAI 

ELIA kAET/INTER 




w 


Several of those named are nationally known metal; 
Others have written much Cocmunist material. 


*rs of the Communist Party. 


.C 

V 




IANGSTON HUGHES was listed as one of the Seven vice-presidents of 
the League of American Writers elected at the Second National Congress at 
New York City June b, 1937 as is shown in a prospectus on record of the pro- 
ceedings Issued by the League of American Writers. Qa) £> 

IANGSTON HUGHES is listed as a contributor to "Fighting Words", a 
book edited by DONALD OGDEN STEAART. 

The January, 1936 issue of "New Theatre", the official publication 
of the New Theatre League, which mmber was the anniversary number celebrating v 
.the second anniversary of the paper, on page bO states the followings "We » ' 

are proud that among those who have associated themselves with us in the 
• creation of the New TheatrA aresf y| 


„ *■ v A * ** 


\ 


LANGS TON HUPIS S 

GEORGS SOAR 
ARCHIBAlD?HcI£25H 
JOHN HOWARD IAWSGtf 
HAROID^LURUAN and 


othAre. j 



i 


Source C has informed that ODETS, UW5GN, liALTZ and HUGHES are mas- 
hers of the Communist Party and have been very active in the Communist movement 
for a number of years. (j)l 
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The stationery of the^merican Peace Mobilisation lists IANGSTON 
JPUGHES as -a member of the* National Council of that organisational^ 
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The stationery of the League of American IrlUrs in 19U0 listed 
LANGSTON HUGHES, Los Angelas, California as a director of the League of 
American Writers, Hollywood Chapter. The other directors at that time wax 
listed as DOMAID Gjlf)EN STEWART, UPTON SINCLAIR, JOHN^TE INBECK, yj) ... 

GENEtfOGBERG on June 7, 19U0 informed the Los Angeles office that 
LANGSTON HUGHES was a writer and was associated with the Hollywood Branch 
of -the league of -American writers. J •* . .—v -•» -. • *> • • » * • 

Source C has informed that 1ANGST0N HUGHES is a Negro writer: that 
he comes to Los Angeles on certain occasions and also to Camel, California 
where he associates with the so-called "intellectual group" of the Communist 
Party and that he has long been considered a Communist and identified with; 

-the Communist movement. TOJ . . '?*.'**...* . 

■ ‘ ; • x - • *' . V . 

IANGSTON HUGHES is listed as a member of the National Council of 
the American Peace Mobilisation on literature sent out by that organisation 
in January, 19Ul. IANGSTON HUGHES was elected to the National Council of toe / 
American Peace Mobilisation, according to^5onfidential Informar / n-y yK 

the Cincinnati office, Cincinnati, Ohio, (tf) <OC*^/ 

The Los Angeles. Times for January 2h, 19U1 stated: "The League of 
American Writers, a New Tork Corporation, dedicated to the advancement of v 
peace and democracy as against Fascism and reaction, informed the Secretary 
of State that CHARLES A/fPAGE of Hollywood, California hadbeen designated its 
California agent". It also stated that the following individuals are the ~ ' 
California directors of the group: ) . . 

• DCNAID OGDEN STEWART \ 

Camel, California 


IANGSTON HUGHES 

Los Angeles, California 

UPTON SINCIAIR 
Pasadena, California 

JOHN STEINBECK 
Los Gatos, California 


VO 




.The magazine "Soviet Russia Today" in 19lil shows - N that the editing 
management of this paper was in toe hands of JESSICAlSMITH, editor j end >' 

’«=•— THEODORE^BAIER, naxMglng editor, with the full-time assistance of ISIDO R E v 
‘ : ^SCHNEIDER. />A - * *• *' ■* ‘ ' ' ,:S* 
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The editorial council consisted of DCROTHItBRJ^CTER, ROBERT WXDUHN f 
. " THYRA^EDWA.RDS, A* AfUELIER, IANGSTCN HUGHES, DR. JOHN A^KINGSBUHI, C ^I.TS S 
. S^iONT^ GEORGE*dIARSHALL, ISOEEL MklXE&fcWlZ and MAXWELL S ^STEWART, ^u) 

Source D reported that the February 12, 19U3 laeued of tbe 7 »People*a^ 
World" .ran a news item on page three, colunn 5# stating that "This patriotic 
seating of Bombers of the Cocan uniat Party and friends" would lyn ch t he "National 
Party Jkuilding campaign February 1 2th to May,' 19 U3"; that CARL 7 WINTES and . 
PETTEJtERRY would speak; that UARl^TROY would give dramatic readings of 
•The Blood Donor" and LANGSTON HUGHES* "Black Mother"; that 25* admission 
Including tax, would be charged. HA) 
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The labor Herald for September 1, 19U; under the heading "MeWILLIAiS 
Joins P.A.C. Campaign", stated in part " CiMT^c WILLIAMS, formerCalifomia .. 
Commissioner of Immigration and Housing, and now secretary of th^Tsleepy 
lagoon Defense Committee , last week added his name to the growing list of 
prominent 'Americans" on the National Citisens Political Action Committ ee. 

Me WILLIAMS* name was announced concurrently with those of Captain HDGflTpUIZAC, * 
LANGSTON HUGHES and Rev. S. Lf/yCORR OTHERS." (~U ) 

"Captain UULZAC has commanded the S.S. Booker T. Washington since 
its launching more than two years ago. He is the first Negro Naval Captain 

and has a record of 1»0 years* service in the Merchant Marine • (U j 

' ^ . * 

"HUGHES is considered one of the most prolific of Negro writers; ‘ . 
he is a .poet, novelist, short story writer, playwright and newspaper columnist. ■ 1 1 * 

"Rev. CORK OTHERS is President of the National Non-Partisan Colored 
Ministers Association". ) 

A sample of the writing of ZANGSTGN HUGHES is being copied here. 

The following sacrilegious poem of LANGSTON HUGHES (Negro poet) appeared in 
the December 21, 19U0 issue of The Saturday Evening Poet, the title of which 
is "Good-Bye Christ"* j 

■GOOD-BTE CHRIST" 


v - 

* 

i * I 

** * v * 
» 

• . 

' 55 


•listen, Christ, 

Tou did all right in your day, X reckon - 
.But that'day*e gone now. 

■*.- They ghostedyou up * swell story too. 
Called - it Bible - . • { 

But it's dead now. ' *' 1 . V 

The popes and the preachers *ve 
Made too much money from it. ' 

They've sold you to too many 
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"Kings, generals, robbers and killers - 
Even to the Czar and the Cossacks, 

Even to Rockefeller's church, 

Even to the Saturday Evening Post. 

You ain't no good no more, > . •- • 

They've panned you •** 

Till you've done sore out. f-j /-• 

* • i • —■» aV'te' » ft*-* • • *• 

"Good-bye, 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jehova, 

Beat it on away from here now. 

Hake say for a new guy with no religion 
at all - 
A real guy named 

Marx Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin 
Worker ME - 

. » • . *v * • ' ^ ‘ 

"I said, ME! 




■V 
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"Go ahead on now. 

You're geeting In the way of things. Lord. 
And please take Saint Ghandi with you 
when you go. 

And Saint Pope Pius, *. / 

And Saint Alsee McPherson 
And big black Saint Becton 
Of the Consecrated Dime. 

And step on the gas, Christ 1 
Tbs world is wine from now on - 
Move! 

Don't be so slow about movin' 1 
And nobody's gonna sell MB 
To a king, or a general, ^ 

Or a millionaire." 


, * ¥ * a v 
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SOURCE A: 



Indianapolis, Indiana 



SOURCE Bs 



Uhltad States} Internal Security* 
LA File #65-U723-l-p.23. 

literature issued by tbs Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade and found in LA 
File #100-35l2-2a-p-U,10. 
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SOURCE D 
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Activities 
of Special Agen' 

Los Angeles, 12, 

p. 8. 

' 

Information appearing 
. . lere l^oun^j^h^eport of Special 
jCL-JAgent^HI^^^H^PLos Angelas, .* 
3/15/53^^'coEnuniat Party, U*SJL., 
District 13, Los Angeles Held Division} 
Internal Security - R" #100-1763-121*9- 
p» 9» 
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Report of Special AgwrtBW* 
1944> at .Mow York, Newark/ 


n*' 


»ted October 4, 


AT CHICAGO. IILTWrvra 


^ i I ^ r * ctor of tho Abrahaa Lincoln Sohooi?and^^si. 

f <v, / J® *• » aeaber of the ConpinUt Party, had ^oSsstSi rTSS^J 
> HUGHES, negro, 

l/ \ un thaTtaSg UnooS° i 

Wlttag a latter to LANGSTON HUGHES ^?34 St/* ' 
Ittcholaa Arenas, Heir Xork City for 1XUXA1C L. PATIBB30I. • 
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Chicago Flic # 100-17322 

rhoaa identity la known to thTftLS ^i. g» 1 Eftniaiy 28 , 

1 °TO^ * ^ ° rmad ,bt * 1 ' oSZ^ffi H Hjy 

®f the Subject with negatt^THitn^f*^** ° COOW ™^®®^** A ^v. 

*»»»paper, jwbli«hed^ X (^^) l, i^^JJ ( g l ^^J^*^ ^wkly negro 
«*“ appearing in «* «thor of • . , 
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OFFICE OP OBT/rn f 


■•.-*'■ *v.:. 


V»*i -•-■•.<.*• 


;f '“i- 


VO 


4 

.* V 


*V- 


aC>. ;» 


' rtV f*~ 

O' 

• v ' •- .< ifl, pc 


\ 

. ». 



' v • 


SwT*’ J, •' ■ ■ • ' * ! r ■ >•:•?' ^ 

fiJjjpce Niemcr;undum ;• * uNiT^a^TEs government^ 


'oC*MD v W/ M/V 
>-25776 • " • . 

to * nnirjTCR, ra 

no* I SAC, MEET TfRX CITZ 


ATT21TIGN.7EX XABCBATCBI DAT,S J^LXUAKI 3 , 1945*^? 


SUBJECT: &VE3 LANGSTCw HOOKES 1 
IHTffiHAL SECURXTX - C 


80045 




y:\if > 

\ 7-'?- ■* £'%•> 


• . • ipvi ~-s -'^o a! -s 5 

_ _ . tussmo _5bTP..lSl, c --Cs5S/ 

%e^8U ru (4) uiMPI 7TOICDS, •«*£ V 




*f 

&> . 




•r* „, - - ~ ‘ ik 


1*0 ANS. NECT <?*-*• I^^^REOORDKn - / 00 r !5[t3<t-- /f 
r>{JBPEC. RETAINED IN LAD , A^ .*«' ~ -* 

*ft 4 *i>. ... ,w*V •: ^ y *<i'JAMv s 1845 




BStr/** '1*1** 

bvS 


; 4I'JAjJ 5 1845 . 

. ^ M? 








4-750(Rev. 4-17-85) 


xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ 
material available for release to you. 


mi 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

HU Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding ttese pages: 

/ ^-/'T/3 <sr 




- xxxxxx 
* xxxxxx 
' xxxxxx 

1 - w\ 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 

$N0 duplication fee £ 

X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


W BI/OOJ 


A:- . 


LA 


r*aj£TAL BUREAU OT INVESTIGATION 


\ f 

'\bririn: !IU7 YCRK, l.'E-i YCtK 


'Report made at: 

KEf YORK, l'»r. r YCRK 


ITitle t 


Date riade: Period: 

1/3/45 


JANES LAIJGSTON 1IUQIS5, wit:; alias Lari; .st on Hughes 


NY File No. 100-j2577^ 
Report nu de by: /LK 7 ! 

'diAr 

Character oi case: 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Synopsis: Subject resides at 634 St. Nicholas *ve., NYC. Spends most cf 

his time on lecture tours throughout the country, .as on 
west coast from latter part of Septenber to early November, 

1*44. Dies Connittee reports reflect. sublet ran for •/.Tice, 

CP ticket. Trader in 1932, League of Professional Orov'i 
officer irwf‘.:rke*n Cultural Federation, 19/2. President 
Rational Negro Conference, 193*4 member of National Committee, 

- lledical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy. Speaker at Third 
'American Conference Against *7ar and Fascism. Signer of letter 
t.o STALIN, 193N. Cn Advisory Council of Boo’: Union. Dditorial 
counsel olV^Soviet itussia Today", 1940; sponsor of Frierds of 
Abraham ^Lnt oln Brigade, and cn National advisory Board of New 
Theatre League. Subject was requested to leave Japan in 1933 
after bein' questioned by Tokic poli. c six hern's . "as suspected 
of c ormunic.it inr. with Jc.pi.ncse Corr.ur.ists. Sponsored and 


attended diuicr given to FtSQIiU^i; TTH, 9/21/44 


•• (w| 


REFER2*C Z: Report of Special *gcnt| 

1944, at Nor York City. 


utod October 4, 


DETAILS * 


JAIES LANGSTON HUGHES is considered u key ilguro in the Now York 
Field I/jvisioin (^U) 


iTurovcdundtU /* u . Q c. 

Vorrardcd r ^ ~ (g 

PIES DEol’KOi EU ' ' r t V/ 
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5 - Bureau u 

"1 - Los Angeles COPY TO .pJ^^OKi 3 | 

2 - Sun Francisco t'Af-i * * * 

2 - Chicago " F£Q 1 9 J3/5. 

1 - Col. S. V. Constant ) 0 of I'i *5C 

]A I Pittsburgh QP:& 02 K.V" S 
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VI IOC-25776 ' 

Confidential Inf arrant T-J advised tint lives at 

634 3t. lichol..c »vol, 1.C7/ Yuri., then he is in lion* York. ho stated, !ia:uve-r, 
t»fc:t the greater portion of the subject's tinu is spent on tours tliroughout the 
country'. Subject loft rc~ York in the latter part of Sc.. *t caber for th* Just 
co..st and returned to l‘u*r York on or about Ilovcnber 21, l’J44« 1’liw in foment 
fYirtker advised tint IHJ171E3 is planning anotlnsr tour and that he suldou rcooins 
in lia'.r Ycr*: for r.oru t an a na.tn at a tine. Since his return to her York fron 
the rest coast r.I'?.~S has nade a trip to Boston. Tho infqrn-nt further advised 
that th<. subject lectures before schools and colleges • [tf) 


Inform nt stated that th- subject rrites articles for the f ol 1 oalng 
n v.rspupers t "Pittsburgh Courier r , Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. "Anetcrdv Wcrrrs", 
Kc - York, "Peonies Voice", l!ovr York, and the 'onicagr* ]!c<rs , Chicago, Illinois. 

Confidential Informant " r 2 uadc the records of h c office available 
'“hich reflected the f ollaving information :(ty) 

The rubj .ct *s lecture ngent is .HUAll^dA)tI!!S, 5*0 5th Avc., Kerr lark 
City. *hc rub.iect’s literary :igo..t is MAX11 \J& Elit, 439 5th avc^U) 

1 he sul-j* ct in January' r.nd Pobruary of 1941 T -s confined to the 
F’-rdnsul*.. Cormunity *'os >it*ii, Camel by the -So'*, C J.. iorni;. (U) 

'ilta recce’s •■'.Iso »*i fleeted thu subject livoi ,.t the foil OK'ing address 
fra. fcbruaiy, 1941 to her 14, 1941: holla* rill .<fcn«, C jtcI Valley, 

Jjonteroy, Cillfuriiia. £U) 

cr. ;'ovur;b.r 14, lV4l, the subject advised the inf • rsiant th A ha* “*as 
oir.t to Clf.cajo and tho foliating v:oulxI be his address : ?/ o *I£'L iCi.TiS JS, 

713 Last 50tb Place, Chicago, Illinois, (ll) 

Dias Cumittee reports rorc ravio.xd and tlie folliA.ing infomaticn t.*aa 
reflected s „ 

J. !». i'AT'rinl.'S, Director of iUse-rch for the Di-s Condtiee, stated 

lhatjyJl) 

"A nunlx.r of individuals aro nvrb.ra of tho Corusunist Party of 
public record. 141 GS70K HUWES, for exanplu, has run fur offico* on tho 
Cocnuniat P-rty ticket." 't>| I • •• 

„ • Volume 1 oug t: Tf 9* 

irUXET. ‘..’as one of the leaders of tho L-ague of Professional 
Groups rh? cl 1 ras founded in 1932 in tine to threrr its support to the Conounist 
Party ticket end tlie- In udquarters of the League */as at 35 i£.8t 12th St., head- 
quarters of the Connunist Party." 
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1IY 100-25776 


. Velunc 1 page 547: 

' LiJ/XTCf IIUGIiJS is listed as txruber of the federation of -Hevolutiuiary 
jrit< rs i:» 1932, end :ns listed us belie :.n officer in the ior-ers Culturel 
Federation. \lK ) 

Vcluxx 1 nup- 624: 

Lnl'TSTa; 3 president of tlx* national Hegro Conference’ in 1934, 

rrhich orgsiisutian is directing the Co:snm:st nova-ent onong rx.gr oos in the 
United St-tes.^jX) 

Volur.o 2 «v.ge 15C5? 

L/.i’OSTOII HU0’C3 • f '.s a v*y, .2' at til*. T’ird crl c_ t Congress > ;_inst 
-r '.nd F.scisn lield in CL.v« Tind, Chio, January 3, 4, -nd % 1V36^L|J 

Volunc 2 page' 1594: 

LA'T.STOf J!!»G»!SS ras adnivtcd to the llYtioneJ. Executive Bcxrd of the 
At -ricu; Congress Aga.iist ;-:-r and fascist.! in 1936. {L / ) 

Voluuu ! kp-C- 2177: 

«t. l/mifS testifying t-fero the dies Coi.xd.ttee stated that in the 
fi.-st issue of a nur'szin. c.ititlcJx'TiJvt-', L Ccrnun-.-t r-aguzine, LAI.’GSTCT 

T 33 *.:is tin.. *. Titer of r.n r.rtrcle. J, 3. li/fi'U.S u.so id vised the Cornittee 
th -t ’TIC'i.f! t.s . . wcU-laiu.m Cor.Tiunist. h>( j 

Vel’.o.K 7 FyjStfkC 

AUZZ/.l J Till ID! j 1G testifying before the Dies Cored, t tec, stated that 

L'd'GSTQT 1X0*35 *r.s at the ..(ivisary Council of the Bod: Vnior, 3^1 4th avc.> .rldch 
ir the si'L address as tle.t of thy International Publislicra - Ctf) 

Volunc 1 page 375: 

LA.ir.STa - 'IUC112S '..-as signer of a letter addressed i.:: 5TiJ.Il. in ^pril, 

193C, rfcich read in partial) 

V 

"The neasure3 taken by the Soviet Union to preserve and extend its 
cl lifts end its strength, find echoes litre, where we are staking tlx. future uf 
the itneric .n people on the pros crv.it ion of jjrogroasivo denocracy and the unifica- 
tion of our efforts to prevent fascists iron strangling the rights of the people. 
Arurican liberals nust not p >mit their outlook on these questions be confused 
nor alia.? recognition of the beliefs of the- Soviet in the international fight 
for denocracy .'’.gainst fascisn to be destroyed. *fc cull upon then to support the 
efforts of the Soviet Union tq free itself froo insidious internal dangers." tU J 

Volunc 1 pngo 569 : ’ 

- lulttSTOr HUGHES is "listed :.s b„ing on the Uutional Ccrnittec of tho 
r !'xdic r il Btcuu to iJLd Spanish Di.Tiocrc.cy, which organization is u branch of the 
Forth *»r.- ricun Connittec to Aid Spanish Denocracy. {LaJ 
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VSlunc 13 pogo 7729. 

LAJ'GRTOIJ HUGH'S • none appeared on the letterhead of the- Friends of 


on the 

•W 


the Abraham Lincoln Brigade as a sponsor 

Appendix 5 P- l b'- 1660. 

L/J'GSTOW Hue'S ras one of 400 individuals who si-iiud an open letter 
apouarire in the September, 1939 issue of "Soviet Russia Today" 7,-hich colled 
for ere: ter unity for anti-fascist- forces md strength of the front against 
aggression through .. closer cooperation with tho Soviet Union. "Our object 
is to point out the r-e.il purpose bP'ind all there attempts to branlrvt tho 
Soviet Union with the fascist stator and to rsKc it clsaa* fat Soviet fascist 
policies .ire dianetric;J.Iy oV.uscd. ’’ (_U/ 


Appendix 5 page l6eAt 

Subject is listed aj b^in . on the editorial council oi 
T day" in the issue of I'-.y, 1940. ty) 


"Soviet Russia 


The files of the I.'trr Yoi k "..'arid Telegram" were revie red and the 
follo.-ing infatuation was reflected;^} 

T’.-.e issue of tl-ir paper dated ..o;u3t 15* 19"*. » refloated that the 
rubied ns spe- J.er at Colur.hi -; University ^t ..'bich t:‘ ne he stated that lie laid 
be«r. arrested in Cuba because lie had protected the seizure of his property, (ll^ 

An article appearing in issue of June 3» 1932* reflected tliat LANGSTGil 
HUGHES vas lecturing through the. south and vest on literary cuujects and died 
-?l»o delivered a number of speeches on behalf of tho Scottsbero Boys, (u) 

The July 25, 1933 issue reflected that LAHGSTai HUTfSS had engaged 
passage on the TAIGO I'ARU fron Yokahona for San Francisco a.*or six hours of 
questioning by the Tokio police. The police suspectod . HUO r£ of cooBunic&ting 
dth the Jap Camunist movement. This was not proved but police suggested 
1TT%5 lenvo imudiately. He arrived in Tolcio, Sunday fTixi Shanghai after 
recently visiting Hussia. Eleven Jnp visitors of HUGHES were questioned as they 
•'ere suspected of be’.ng Cornunl&s, but Infer were released. Qj j 


The Juno 4, 1936, issue refloctcd that LJ13STCH HUGHES *.a s tho winner 
of New Theatre L* ague- prito for a one act play entitled "Angulo Herndon Junes" 
on. an an^i-fascist thane 

y An i.tor-. appeared in the Taper dated October 117, 193G, reflecting that 
ST TVTXa DL aR,- St. Paul consulting engineer, testified before tlie House Corrdttco 
invar tigating un-.o K.ricon activities. He stated that tike Cotnunrst influence at 
the J'iiinocct;. St. te University is shjrrn in that tlie "Inrxists Club got LAllGSTOH 
1RJGM5, Cxj.unist of the first ards.r, to lake a speech there." (t| j 


cA 


IIY 100-257/6 

• 

TNr^Zfc ily “lurker" issue of January 30, 3944, p-itc throe, c '*j4 b ^ 
reflected* *th'.t Ld’OSTCIl ’rJGVSS is scheduled to speak in 1 ' 
editor oZf*'V.<si liissos n until his death, and all preninunt C 
scheduled tj speak. (xl) . 

Literature i.d panphlats available in this office raOect that the 

s-± ioct -us sponsor >f the Artists ^ a j» ab Stion against the 

the sponsor of the IIcv York^oucuo of Anerican Sfcpjfci'st.PL.n ..etion ag 

Evils of Discrimination. ) 

rs. nn-jxv .jrkor" issue-I r.f July 8, 1V44, ^-Vone .i-jht, p .go _ roe, 

r o' looted tht.t he ra* schemed to attend a Sc:.day P t ho 7 eubjua^ "Seven 

lv/4, at the Jefferson Sch.« . of facial Science, to -iscu... tno -u j 

Poets in Search of an «nsr.*-r.-' (vJlJ 

(»JI) 


— PBKDinC- 
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Canfldootlal WffMBU nmfclo to obtain 
•ddltloul intonation msbwsIic anbjoet'a % 
Mtlvltiw whllo la China*© Ariag 1941* (tf ) 


lraucxt Ropart «f Special A*« t 

at Mot lcrk*0) 

BSXUXAs At Chicago. nUaii. j 
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V- 4 / 8/45 

to 

mtoopM 
WHICH MAM 

E'a-Bfat*. 


tmj 

Q 

JAMBS LASG3T0B BUGSES, 

. v * • . '• 

• *■- *• 

tdTa -S . a tt>‘« • • . . * 

V- ^ 

© 

with aliaa laagatoa Bighee 

T^r r*— • •*■ J« ..d-. ■■ 1 

IirntlAL SBCDHITt -0 VWrffe 


, . UM tod -intonation obtainable regarding Mbjeot*a aetiTitiee\* ^ V* 
‘ufcilo la tonal Valley, California, tm la 1941* Bollow 


Z 7 , ~ - 7 - •«***«!»■» mrwm. U UU *- OBUOV* 

f 111 * ***■* **•**• Mbjeot itAjfd, OMUd by fOS^inilTIl M 
1* ”5*^ * «*«rtala tkm all typea of pertoaa. and la 

■““.''•nr mw 


■K '■ 


L T 


Subjaet la Feniaaula (banal ty Sbapital tor 10 days becia- - vlTi V* • 
alaf January 14, 1941 aa a aodioal patlant. Oedit aai «ria- ^ W 
laa aheoks negation* Of floe ladiooa aheek ladleataa ao a mm V- ~’ ** 
l^^^a *t pr.wiou.ly reported. /TH- 


- IOC • 


DETAILS 1 

• * % .« 

$*.V- 


Keport of 8peelal -IxantM'’ sS^4 j 

loo Tork.UJ) 

AT CAEMBL, CAIIFOOTIA r „. %. V*o 


iatod 1-0-46 at 






•*}•"**!»* B»lloo-ana ton looWhy *K 

^ 8rni?AH, a wall known aualelaa,-wfae a panda aaat of kla «ao**W 4* 

• •htertaiaiag all fclnda of peraona"* further, : '** 

^ Wl^^a ^rtod tobo »a negro lower* with Tory llboral . 

' non, tat It was aot kaooa If ho oas latoroatod la Onaatmlaa. 

,T-1 had ao forthor Intonation regarding tho oubjoot*OX T 

B<mro * T-l adriaad ho had aoror hoard of tho ouMeet* 

° a "*** r • *• confined tho iatonatloa glwen by Source T-l* 

8UU.I7AK raoalTas nail through ?• 0* Bax Q, Canal, and x 
through tho Jaaaaburg Bouto .out of Monterey, Oalltoiala*(U) 


^ESTnoYH) '*.4 * 


I 


|u Frtsoiico flOO>t4647 


; v' - . 
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~ Score# 1-5 advised that he had never heard ef the subject* 
hwe, he stated that SULLITAX has lived la the Oarael Talley for 
eight years and Is kneea as a tsrjr devout Cathollei however* he eater- . 
talas people* regardless of raoe or ereed* at his farm.(_^ 

Souroe 1-4 advised that IOSL SULLITAX is la his Bind a " w • *' 
loyal eltlssn* hut oae who entertains very liberal vises sad entertains 
persons at his farm* regardless of their raoe or ereed. Be stated that 
SULLITAX is a devout Catholle who is very interested In assisting the - 
ehuroh and Is possibly a person who eould without his own knowledge 
entertain persons of very radical beliefs* (U) 

i 

Source T-4 also stated he had act the subject, as LAXG6TOB 
HUGHES* when he visited BOHL SULLITAX la 1941 and that he considered . 
HUGHES very radieal beeause of his writings* However* he characterised 
HUGHES as being a person whose writings appeared radieal beeause he was 
writing for the negro race and therefore always wrote on the defensive* ( 




O'). 


Souree T-4 stated he has known SULLITAX tor eight or tea 
years and does not question his loyalty to the eountry* farther* he has 
never hoard anything in eonneetion with SULLITAX which would indioate 
that he* hiaself* was iaeliaed towards Cbsaamiaa* fa j 


Souree T-S Stated he had ao info mat ion regarding the subject* • V ' i '-v 
However* he knew that BOHL SULLITAX inherited a good deal ef aoasy fro* . • *V‘;- 
his fathsr (who Isft close to a quarter ef a Billion dollars to the 
Catholle Church at Camel)* and also aoney froa his aaele* JAMES &/yittX0**r>i 
fomer United States Senator from California* He characterised SUtLITAX \ 
as an eeeeatrie Bohemian liberal who has entertained amorous fsaous . A 

negroes at his fans* eae ef whoa was Mariai^todersoa* Qj j i ’ -’y . 

Source T-5 stated that SULLITAX eould without his own knowledge 
beeoae Involved with radicals or persons interested dn Co mini aa* but that 
SULLITAX hiaself is loyal to the United States* (\) j 


The fOlioe Departaent records at Monterey and Camel* California* 
were cheeked for Subject's nsae with negative results* The records of the 
Peninsula Credit Bxohango were cheeked fbr subject's nsae with negative 
results* 1 


The reoords of the Peninsula Ooaaunity Hospital at Camel 
reflect that subject* as LAXG8TOX BUSES* was a patient at the hospital >' 

fbr approximately tea days beginning January 14 *'1941* and -his doctor was 'V*/ 
BUSSELL WILLIAMS who is presently overseas la the United States Amy* 'Hle A ' 
reoords indioated that ho had listed his nearest , friend as BOHL SULLITAX./ U)- 
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Da* to th* nature of th* infb action obtained regarding t. - 
IOEL STJLLIVAH, it is at darned advisable to interview Ua regarding 
th* cetiTiti** of th* subjeot.uA) 



* 4 


AT SAI FRABCISCO. CALXFDRHIA 


'V-? 


Th* India* of this off!** nr* *h*Ok*d fbr th* subject*# an 
ad that of VOSL SULLT7JLH. lo new information a* obtained regarding th* 
subject. IOEL 8ULLITAH ia mentioned merely ca being a per eon interested 
in th* rights of th* negro raosl \Xj 
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~ Office Memorandum • UNlTfii/ oimuS GOVERNMENT 

► .oue JJ ' ■ - ‘.r, . _'■••'** 


■VEiRHS • 
.00-25776 
TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATS i Mbj 2 , 1945 




_vV 


OM t SAC, HER YORK 


- . SOBJBCTt 


SY* 


JAMES IXNOSTGN HUGHES, 
Langston Hughes 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Bureau File No* 100-15139 


liO - 9 4 aet 


Reference is aade to' the report of ! 
January 8, 1945 in the above entitled setter 



Inasmuch as investigation concerning this subject's background and 
activities are believed to bb in a current status, this case is being placed in 
a pe ndin g inactive status^ Investigation will again be instituted six acntha 
from tne" date ofthe'aEove mentioned report unless unusual Cocmnist activities 
by^ the subject preclude the same^LlJ 
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; , Has reported to the writer tnat tne prominent Ke-ro lecturer. 

v V. ' fte 8 P? aker « 'ft^jivroit Institute of ArtsJ 

i ^ llth * Hughes has beon ratedws a "left win -er" by the 

{.- • rSS?t£* t0 i , I £$ received the same olassifioaUoo , 

J . - from G.L.S^bmith and Rev. Charle^Coughlin. (jj \ 
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LANGSTON HUGHES - * C ' ! 

. • * ; ‘ 

> curd • ■ •« * 

DlfPREE CHOIR ! //’ 

IN A JOINT ♦ *, ...* 

» * ••• . i. 

Music-Poetry Recital • ■ \x 
Friday, May 11 , 1945 \ 

' ' 8*30 am. ” • .. ; 

Art Institute— Woodward at Kirby"* 

Tli« poetry of Langston Hughes ranges from un- 
rhymed verse to singing • ballads, ' including Voik 
rhythm*, lyrical verses, blues, epic poems and rhynies. 
Some of these poems treat of racial themes, others 
ore broadly American; humorous and sad they range 
In subject matter from love to socjal protest ’’ y 

Sallods, blues, folk songs and spirituals— somd of 
ail of these will be executed by the DuPreo Choir. 
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JAMES LAHQSTOK HDOHES, with alias, 
Langston Bughes • 


:,r*Z mmp ' rAcnt "* '? w»jact la a sponsor of the Spanish Refugee £peAl 

of the Joint Anti- Fascist Refugee "m 1 1 1 a 11 , Coo- 
t lifting Editor to SPOT LIQHT, forser ATn publication 
I •***", /r C—O r SA afflll * t 2 d eith Rational Rogro Congress, Rsgro labor 

T iotoI I Co«ltUs, Faoplss Volos, and 1^1 Electors 


“ «r.n > 5*-6 -l -e-a^ee, wopxea voios, and. HO! on lecture 

Ss/gL” ^r- r /^fv (tonrof high schools in Raw York astropolitan tiu. * 

aBwass.^ ;§*■ 

1 . I ^ ^ Z' f rt l. c I M / / Dm erivnS'r > i if K 
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ACCTC T7C r ) 
, REQ. REC*dJ 
-REP' I, Fprnr, 


, REFHIBtCEl 


Report of Special' 

wlv : : ••;,■■■ - - ^ , Row Toxic, V8A5. Jfu VcETSSira 

- V'£f; *. :*• ..i r f-.? • . J EDSPf ir.CH CDS. - 

f* - ■ ** ** '•*>- * « *. • ^ mg of picmssificakor imgiainL 

I ZRAILS • - > • - The c haracter of this ease is being changed 

r JKOMUL SECURITY - C to SEC UR ITY MATTBt - C«^U ) . A 

* • , Confidential inforamt T-l advised that the subject 

♦ •***• * letter to one EUGENS^OHECKY, Co—mist and Editor of FRATERNAL * 

OTBWOK, addressed to this indlvidoal’s of Hoe at 00 5th Avenue, Wm Tech at*/ 
on Decoder 11, IpliUJAA) 1 

, lb the January 6 , 1945 , issue of the REi YORE AOS, i§j * r 

editorial «ss erltten rafleoting that the subject uas being sent en a gpod Wiv 
t«tf of high schools la the Rsv York natropolitan area on of thJTlM • « : 




DERAILS • 





Burem ^ 

Col.S*? •OORSZANT, D of I, * SC 
3 lew York 






I 


j 


u 


I 


r * * 


/# ' •* . 


^ , .• r ., . . r * . . w v v*. f ; v*. - . . 'KSJ.r* 

^ B-M0.2S776 s - :^,r 

•^p’V •- * '*•: •; -4./.'. V % , 

r?‘ Canon Council for iaerloan Unity at 222 , Fourth Jnm, »*w Ibrk City, in 
V. an effort to ulden group understanding. (\j[ ] : 


•* 




It la to bo no tad that during Ootober, Yovanber, and Doeaubor of 
19U** the subject allegedly apont one day in each of taonty five achoola 
giving apeeehaa and reading poetry to the various ala aeea.(jji j • s«- ~7 

Bile article further etated that la aoat aohoola Ida visit x*A 
or use Integrated ulth various projects of atudy — poetry, diaouaalona of- ■«*»■ 
race relatione and the axtenaion of daaocre c y, looal problem aueh oa 
housing, the history of the Recons truc tion, at cetera. It is also noted 
that his tour begm in nld-October, ulth a seek s pen t in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, at the express invitation of this Board of Bdneattoa, utdeh 
allegedly uaa attempting to institute a new pr o g ra n of bottarlng later- •... . 
cultural and intorraoial mderstanding. It la to be noted further that 
several vsv jersey schools vers in clu ded in the tour subsequent to that by - . 
the subject, at uhich he gave epeechee.(vX A '• < - 


The ertlele c on c lu d e s stating that it was the hope of the Oomoo 
Council to eand the subject to nany achoola during the year of 191*5* and 
that during the latter part of January, it uaa expected that ha could go 
on a lecture tour through the Middle Meet and the South * fa | 

in ertlele a p pea r ing In the "Daily Yorker" Issue of JSanary 29/ 
191*5* page 11, eoluan 2* reflected that the arcfcjeot use one of the judges 'ill 
for the H50 cultural saard dxich uaa sponsored by the Lincoln Steffens 
lodge 500 of the HO, aa a part of the celebration of Negro History leek, 
February 11 through tbs 18th, 191*5- This pafse uaa to bo presented to “ 
a young Vegro uhoaa uork uaa considered to be an outstanding contribution 
to inertoan culture, and the presentation uaa to be node at the Lodge's i 
annual dance on February 3* 191*5* at Manhattan Center, Maw Tork City* fa) 


In the Pittsburgh Courier dated May 1, 19l*3* an artiele uaa 
urittan entitled ■UHI7ERSITI OP PITTSBURGH GROUP HEARS LAHQ6T0Y SRBES." 

This article stated that the subject spoke before a class of the gebool 
of Applied 8odal Science in the Group York studio on Vednesday at the 
Cathedral of Learning at the University of Pittsburgh* ubero ha gave a 
sociological explanation of his various uorka to run the eti^a of the 
odor touch. During this spesoh, ha road savural of his poses and fdloalng 
the speech, the subject uaa the h onored guest at a dimer of the Loendi 
Clab, R* MAURICEsMoss, e xe cut ive seoxptery of. the Jtttmn Laague sponsoring, 
the poet's appearanoe in Pittsburg* 
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u 100-25776 . . * . • r M r .; 

.. x- • •• : •». :*•- • --v--- 1 . • f<»vr -0.-% «U?j 
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The Mgr 20| 1 ?Ul, lntw of the Fittabor^i Courier carried aa 




; •»•■ V i. t ' • .* <J* .** 


articla-which see captioned "IAHQ6T0R HUGHES CLOSES MUSIC VEEE FROGBAX 
AT •I 1 .* Utoder this caption, it tu reflected that UNQBTGM HUGHES, a 
poat od author, closed a suooeasful male week prog r f at tba Centre ' 

Avenue TMCA, Thursday May 11. Tba thane of this program «u •male for y 

Fellowship." It waa no tad further that tha February 10, 19ii5, issue of .•> 

tha Pittsburgh Coorlor earrlad a photograph of tha subjset, indies** »g that ' * 
he was the noat popular living aagro poat, novelist, playwright, oolanist, >> 
and contributor to loading national nagasinaa. It .farther atatad that J» 
had non tha HARMOK AJIARD for litaratera in 19>l*nX) 


• ' J 


lha "Daily Worker* iaaua of March 6, 19h$, page 11, colon 2, 
earrlad an article captioned "ASCH RECORDS P C I EI R I OP UROSTOH HUGHES." 

This artiela raflactad that an albon of tha poena written by UROSTOM 
HUGHES aa a being ralaaaad by ASCH RECORDINGS. It la noted that theee 
recordings acre to include several varieties of blnaa, lyrical verse, 
aotk ballads, epic poena and rhynaa. Among these recorded poens arat " 
•Harlan Sweeties," "LLttla Iyrio Veka," "Miny-go-fiound," "Ela Hux Elan," 
"Qood Morning Stalingrad," "Pony Blnaa," "In Tina of Silver Rain," and a 
“ of additional previously published poena* (jA) 


hr 


It la to be noted that at a dinner given by tha Spealah Refugee 
Appeal of tha Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Covdttee that tha subject waa 
listed on tha dinner invitation for tha data of Much 22, 19l£, as one of y : 
the sponsors of that particular occasion, •' It is to be noted also that the* A :T V 
•object wa a listed aa Contributing Editor to "SPOXUGBT", the former- 
Anerioan Tenth for Danocraoy publication which waa diaeontinaad a round * J ' 4 4 v -» 
May 1$U5. It is to bo noted fron tha litoratura distributed that tha 
Mibjaet waa. a guset lacturar at tha Oaorga VUahington-Carvar 8ohool.(U 
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Confidential infornant f»3 adrieed on Ootobor 30, 19U$, that the 
aabjact-trarelad throughout the oqantry a groat deal, but that be eae 
preaently in the City of Bee Toxk at that thee and vaa re tiding elth hie . ^ ’ 
Aunt TOT HARPER at 63U St. Hicholat Artnue, Apartnent 1-D, Bee Toxic Clty^U J| 

, # i’ > 

Do eiee of the feet that the eabjeot'e Coatamlat aotiTitiea do A-: 
not eeoa to be of enffloient Importance to eaxrant farther isveetigation, •.*• ■*: f 
this natter it being oloted upon the authority of the Special Agent in. >' r 

Charge. (U) .... V .. 
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•1 infozMate Bentionsd in tho repor t of 8p«dal 
t lor fork City, Xorvabor 26, 19U$, oro ao . 
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NT 100-25776 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NE7 Y 0 PJC --1ELD DIVISION 

AT VZ! YCRK, HIT YCRK 

? ibj,'ct^^ COntinUC t0 '* servc •* nd tj n -P ,jrt tJh ** Car inuni st activities of the 
C'.'JCAGO DIV7.Sia; 

cicagc, 

?. w * h '‘ r * los °* t,fc office and report any infom.tiur. concerning 

0'\co!^ji^ itS C * t L CUl ^ Ct nJi SCt f jrth 1,1 ru P° rt s^tx'itbcd by Uu f.ja Turk 6 

* con t ;iC t Confidential infum.nts of tlic office for any in ferret ion 

c i corniuc : the r.etivi> i„s of the ruojjct. it is knoi.-n that HUfflaS has been ti 

Z5 cf " , ’ dc /" \ nd th ‘- t ** is - close friend of LOUISE 
*¥T r.?7S0J and JALTI3/P i .7TS;SCK. (u 

crt4 . 01 ' i11 2 :’? ck cn thc activities of subject /.tiile i resident at 703 i_st 
50th Place, Chicago, as of November 14, 1941. ({j) 

los akgtles <7 njj division 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIKCRMA 

f rc ,ort the activities of thc subject fur the r/ ?lod 1939 uid 1940 . 

connected rrith thc Federal Theatre and was thi .uth.a- of an R.K.O. 
filn entitled ,r ./_y Do:.!! South." f[\\ 

SAIT FRAHC3 SC’i I ELD DIVISION 

at irarrn-fr, califcfj'Ia 

.. r .y hrt w c «wunist activities of tlm rubject in 1941. lie lived at 

ph VuI^c O-njcl Valley Until LWcrbcr, 1941, and v;o confined to thc 

Fetoil 19™ ^)"^' ^ Coruul ^ th “ S% ** California, .Yurt January thresh 

PJTTSFURCH J7ELD DlVISiai ••• 

AT PITTSBURG N, PETCISYL VANIA 

*. : ill review the indices of thc offico for ary nertinent inf cruvtior^uj 
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,,JPffice Memorandum • UNITET 

*-25776 , *•' 

^ «> t DIRECTOR, FBI / ^ 

pfJ n ° U * SAC* REfflCRK J U 


GOVERNMENT 


DAT*: 


*"wher 26# 191*5 


Reference ie «ade to the attached rt -E£ 

*» »** «» ■V ««“» u.t of tto 
activities are of sufficient * ? ? >t *PP* 4r that his Cosunmist 

lada Cord concerning tha (object la^batag ®* 
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SAC, Mew York City 
Director, FBI ^ 

JAMES LANDSTOM HOOITES* with lliUM 
_8FCURITT MATT® - C 
(H*f York file Mo* 100-25776) 


jsa 

•W 


Th« Bureau desires that jour offlea prepare • report in smeary fora in 
this case sotting forth by witnesses only suoh information of a la gaily admissible 
character a a will tend to prore, directly or oinrunstantially, eeaberohip la or 
affiliation aith the Cosnunist Party, aid knowledge of the rerolnticnary uXmb and . 
purpoeee of that organisation* Temporary symbols should be need to pro toot the - r 
identity of those informants who are in a position to testify* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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'*-' JAMES UmSTOlTWiHES, with alias, 
^ Langston' Hughe s— 

/'*•— - 
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8ubject eontinaes to nae 634 8t. lie holes jt n '.-4 

• Avenue, MIC as his residence address* 'He *>4.* 

is a negro poet, novelist, playwright, and 
columnist. Subject was bom 2/1/02 at / f «v 
Joplin, Missouri) is a citisen of the U.SJTa ) 


> * wpo I Joplin, Missouri) is a citisen ct 

« v .. ... „ . ,;.rf .P fc -J *l/,J 

• V HEmEfi&t C >>.■_■. BuTMa fll. 1C0151J?. 
v . • ’ Report of Special' AgentB 

* • • • Bureau letter #28, Serie^94o^ 


a D.S J^U) 

•&) 

Hftew Tork,' 11/26/45 ♦|r V/ > 


DETAILS: 


This report is predicated on the above mentioned reference 

Bureau letter*/ »il •.' •-» *• iu. ^ 

* - \yi •: y — *■ ; ■ **- • *. 


^ ./% ' * • *: tj >• ; 

;r ~ As of October 16, *1946, it was' ascertained that the subject's'*;^ 

‘ residence address is 634 St. Nicholas Avenue, "Apartment 1-D, Mew Tork City. *2t v *.‘ 

V%*«aa 'determined . thwmffh .onf 4/tafi4>4 .1 ‘ -4 . mV ‘ * *— - - Tmb *4>14 


?>*.*•» determined, through confidential* Informants of the Mew Jerk Held 'Office/*^'* 
» .« that the subject's occupation eontipuep to he that of poet, novelist, playwright, 
and columnist. (U ]_.V f*. m : ;. v * '* * * . ■ ' ^ 

* •«• t * 


.A ** 


The records of Local Board 59, 138th Street and Broadway, Hew 
lark City reflected that the subject, a negro, eras bom on February 1* 1902 at <- 
Joplin, Missouri and ls/aeitisen of the United States. fu 1 • 
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Sergeant- at- Ana* 

F. F. KNICHT 
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8. T. SAHYOUB 
Alhirtte Oflorr 
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Office 
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FEDERAL POST No. 141 


THOC H. riOAK. M YU, C—m 
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KARL STALNAKER, A^juJnal 
P. O. Bn 123 
Richmond 1 9 Virginia 

February Z7 $ 1947 
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Hon. J. Edgar -Hoover, . * *>* - ^ u 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, f>4320 
Washington, B. C. — 


Bear Sir: 


<7> 

SUBJECT: Langston Hughes 


; -./.A 


A short time ago a certain individual, one Langston Hughes 
07 name, a negro poet and lecturer (so-called by our dally news- 
papers}, whose doubtful claim to fame seems to be that he wrote 
the lyrios to a suggestive musioal show called "Street Soene" 
whioh is now playing o£ Broadway in New York, addressed the YWCA 
Xu the Egyp tian Building here In Richmond* from 'the nature of 
his remarks, as quoted by the papers, he either appears to be a 
Communist or is a fellow- traveler riding along in some other 
radical organization with communis tio backing awal ting the odd or- 
tune moment to oome out in the open with it. 

Slnoe we are pledged to Cmmsstna battle oommunlsm in every 
shape and form it would be greatly aporeoiated if you oould give 
all information you oan on this negro Langs t bn Hughes, as: it 
.appears c to. us, .from his remarks,' that he must be oommunistio. 

J1A Al*® & r * *•» the leanings of Virginias Dabney,- Biohaond 
editor of the Times-Bispatoh here, and oblige, as at tines Jiis 
editorials seep to appear quite radioal. . 


Respectfully, 





ADDRESS: 


P. 0. Bax 123. 
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Z aovld lib* to thank 700 ibr jvor 

lattar dftt«d Jdxnuuj 27# 12l»7» and to «tot« . 
that X appraclata ywrr InWrast la vrlttas at * 
aa yea didUO* » 




*r . , • I atnoaraJj' ngrit, faovtrv, that Am 

’•*! . to a lent oatabLUhad polio? tha lalbzaatioa aoo- 

* v% la to# niaa of thia Boroaa Bast bo o ow 

*• aldorad strictly aonfldantlal and artllattls ori? ’• 

.vfcU: - i.. , to e trials authorised paraoas* I aa aura that fpa -.V*- iv-\ r 

-r* A\ : fc. raoopiiaa tha aaosaaltgr for aoeh apollcqrv fit . 

S,v •;/ ^ thia X aa auhla to giya pa* tha lafciaotiao V 

tx ;• > ioa, 4 a«i*o#m) m***w$i 
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May 10, 1947 


- -Hon. J. Edgar Hoorer, 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Juatlee, 
Washington 0. C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoorer i- 

I an enclosing two circulars which ' 

were sent to ne by a constituent In Minnesota. 

They were picked up either before or after a aaetlng 



■ • , t vt. 
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“HATE CHRIST” 

• • V 

Is the Slogan of the Communists 

. * » 

Ow of the moot notoriou* propagandists for the loma of 8talin io Langston Hughes, i Negro poet. This Negro mov» 
in the eirclci of the high-toned (f) white*. He has conferred with ami addr es s ed groups to whom Eleanor Boo** 
Trh has spoken and with whom she has cooperated. He mores la the circles of mongrelixers and nee mixers. II 
has been paid large fees for addressing many tax -supported and state-owned snirersitien sad colleges. The' £*»' 
lowing poem is one of his moat popular among his Bed followers : . 

Toh hymn of hste is designed to persuade the simple Christian, whet hereto he hiaek er white, to threw Bow 
Christ to ssy goodbye to Christ and embrace Mari, Latin and Stalin.oT 



A*> 


LANGSTON HUOHEB 
Notorious Nogro Stalin hnr who 
wrote tbs rsrolutionary soar 
"Goodbye Christ r ’ 


ATTENTION: Estra copies at this stoat 

aujr to tod at to following ratss: 

U copies — $ MO 

• .100 copies tOO 

1*00 copies U.00 

Address poor reqoeat to Gersld U X. Smith. 
t*ost Office Bos 0. Harper Statloa. Detroit 
IS. Mich lass. 


GOODBYE CHRIST 

Listen, Christ, .-r 

You did a/1 right ta pour dog, t rs ciw-; 

' But that day's gams now. 

They ghosted yon np d swell do ry, loo. 

Cottsd it the BMo— 

But it's dead now. '* 

The pop ot and the preachers foe 
llads too much money from it. 

They’ve told you to too many 
Kings, generals, robbers, asd ki llers 
Even to the Tsar and the Cossacks, 

Even to Rockefeller's Church, 

Even to the Boiurdmy Evening Poet. 

Yon oin't no good no more. . 

They've pawned yon *. 

Till you've done wore on t. ' * . *.* 1 ' 

Goodbye, I ' 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jthovo k , 

■Boot it on away from hors now. * 

Moke my for a new guy wOh no r elig io n n t oi l - - 
A retd guy named 

■ Mart Communist Lenin Peasant Btalm Worker ME- 

I said, ME! ■ 

Ga ahead aa now, ‘ ; 

You’re getting in the wag of things, Lord,'} 

And please take 8aint Ghanai with pan whan yon ga, 

■ And Saint Pope Ptaa.W ■ * v -■ 

And Saint Aimse McPherson, "• •’ ?;• : ‘ 

And big bUck Hmnt Breton r ' Ku 
Of the Consecrated Dims. ; ''*'*'.* 

. And step an the gas, Christ} 

M&wt 

Don't W aa stow about m ov in '/ 

The world io mine from now aw— 

And nohody’o gonna odUJSE 
Ta a king, or a general. 

Or a as dtianobo. 

♦ a a a . ■ 


Goodbye Christ, good 


ng Revolution! 


THE CROSS AND THE FLAG. • monthly ssagnsine edited hy OeraM L. K. Smith. Is the official areas Oor the ersaade of Ch 
tlan Natlonsllere. Tbla dynamic maeaxloe Is devoted cschialvely to the most faartcaa and deadly lassss ot the hour. F 
■ v acrlpllon rale: l year. ttOO; o months, tl.00. SahaertpUeu ehosld .be s d d r ee s ed ta Gerald L. X. Smith, Bditor. Post Office ' 
A Harper Statloa. Detroit IS. Miehtcan. .. . • • "« 
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Driven From Their Homes 


r .C 


I“K^ - 


| to Make Room for Black ^ 

% j : - Communist Soviet- 

American Negro Communists Now Being 
Trained In Moscow? to" Run' Black Area, 
thus Driving out the Whites and Enslav* 
ing their own Fellow Negroes. 
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On the opposite aide of this sheet is an exset eop y of a map taken ont of the afccret files of the Communist Party.* 
The biaeked-in area represenU what the Communists hope some day (if they ean promote a bloody revolution) 
will be the Negro Communist Soviet It represents approximately 120,000 square miles. About 10 million white 
l«ople will have to be driven ont of their homes. Among tbs cities that will he tumid ever ~TM fly to 

the Negroes wffl be Charleston, Atlanta, Shreveport, New Orleans, Savannah, as well « many ethers. The land 
which, now belongs to the whites will be confiscated and tamed ever to the Bed bureaucrats for control. 

# * * ■ • 

This plen was advocated within the pest year by the Cemmnnist Negro member'of the New Tori' City Council, 
Benjamin J. Drria, Jr. Shortly before the war this plan was discussed in detail by Joaef 8talin in an addrea be* 
fora Imnia University where 2,000 American Communists are being trained now to run the United St ates As lata 
**’ February 10, 1947, a eop y of a textbook, now being used in the Bnaaian Army, waa exhibited before the Co n 
grneeionel Committee, for the Investigation of ()n«Ameriean Activities. The title of the military trrtbosk is How to 
South And Sabotage the UAA. \- p i 

- * V 

It is 1« he observed that a border sone' has been left adjacent to the" blacked-in area. This herder sons is to ho * 
popnlatod by both hlaek and white. Of eonrae, all aegragatien win be outlawed and the white people as wall aa • 
the tyaeka in this border tone will be under blaek rale. '£•.* - , " u • >>, ••• • . -.-s. .“i;? ; . 

•y . ‘ ; ' ’• 'f r ■ 

There volutionary eonspiraton believa that U^ssoaaentwe bars a period of unemployment, a general atrike ean . 
be called, thus paralysing telephone lines, railtt ad% electric pawn cystoma, tad major factories. Trained revohe*' 
tienlata wfll immediately slaughter leadtrshipK^ad seise eontroL This would atom fan teat ie were it net for the 
faet.that the Bed flag new dominates meet of Ad a and meat of ; 
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fearless 



THIS MAP: WAS EEFUBUSHED AND EXHIBITED BT CO M M U N IS T UUDSM A I LATB 


• • h 


AS JANUABY 1947. 


MPOBTANT NOTX: Tbs Chun and the Flag, a monthly mtgerinc edited by Gerald L K. Smith, is the 
organ far the crusade of Christian Nationalism. This dynamic wa gaainc is devoted exehmiveiy to the moot 
*°4 deadly issues of the hoar. Sobeeription rate: 1 year, 92.00; f months, $1.00. Subscriptions should ha 
ed.to: Gerald L. K. Smith, Editor, Post Office Box 8, Harper Station, Detroit 12, Michigan. \ 

* * •' 
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Honorable Joaoph H* bell 
United Stataa donate 

Watfdagt on, 8* 0# 

# * • .* • 

Hr dear Mnatori 


\w\ , 


Dunk /on for jour letter datod itaj 10 f 
19 h 7 » tod ondooed circular* *ddk joo ftxmiahad 
to no* fhla notarial Je taint node a aattar of 
raoond la our fUae* (vA 

Z appreciate jour thoutfitfulaeee and ' 
Internet in eandlac thaee eiroulera to no* 

With aapraaalona of ty higheat aataaa 
and beat ngarda # 


, • t 




Binoerelj toutb # 
J, BAxnr Hr>or*r 
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Ur. Hlchola 
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U. A. Joui 
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Lm ga ton Jiugjua 
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Pursuant to your roquost thors is wet out below aveJlablirin- 
^ or **tion fru our files oonoerning LangstanAHughes* Vegro poot author 


.(u) 


Hu^os was born February 1 , 1902 , a\ Joplin, Missouri. His oarly youth 
.^..was spont in Lawrenoe, Kansas. in 1916 , ho moved to Cl ova la nd with his mother, • 
y «h©re ho remained until'ho o ample ted high school. Ho viol tod his father In ; 
f;.’ M, ?^° 111 ly20 » •toying approx iaately one yoar. Ho oawplotod a one-year's - - 
.^.-course at Columbia. University in Vow Tork in 1921 , and also attoadod tho Band •• • ' 

■- »ohool la How York under tho guidance of Ludwig Lowiaohn and Hqy^ood Brants " 

At tho ond of tho sohool yoar ha wont to sos and imtil 1926 drifted 
about in various oountriea of Kurop% including Italy, franco, and Spain, lio 
had begun to write poetry prior to his going to sea and as a result of this 

ho was given a ooholarship to Lincoln ttoivorsity in Psnnsylwiia.* fie sn-’- V. 
rolled in this school in 1926 and caaplotod his course in thred~ydars. I il) ' 

. * • ' ^ .y?/r» 

|f Iho Maw York Qffioo has reoeivod inforaaUon that Hughes first beoaae 

active intthe ttorkers Movement and in taro a ted in social conditions in 1930 ; that 
ho visited Husain in 1933 ; and that he was a correspondent in Madrid, floain. 
during the Spanish Civil War.fU) 

b According to lnfornation reoeived by the Hew York Offioo, Hughes married 

•I one Sonye Croll, with the alias June Croll, a white parson, in 1932 , and they had 
J on# child. \^xy. • • . .. ■ 

f • -• '■ * y. 

*»• September 1 , 1933 , issua of the Dally Worker contains an article' 
,. ,rri ^ en *>J Hughes in whioh he desoribei his trip to Moscow for the purpose of 
'i. filming a pioture "Black and White.* Be stated that ha adnired the Soviet ays tom 
■ ^^ or . lt f. n ? i r * < ? e prejudice mid that all plaoos were ©pen, to him aa ho possessed 
. ere 4 entiele,©£AhmjgJtoUrnaUpnel -Union of Bavoluticoary writers." /(J j . - - . 

I ' ™ ^ *p h v* ’ , *• » * * J ■ 

! Jn the Call totthe SeoTOdtoit&^Wcooo^es Against War and ~ t, 

! 00 8 spt«ber 28 , 1934 at Chicago, Illinois, it jras reflected that Langaton - 

Hugh** *M P«i the Batlonal Committee of 

| Fasciae, (U) \ 

I F>|iTX O<FJiS0WSSlJIClTI$8-lMS!^ M 1 3S - 

1 „ _, v February. 193T, issua of the 'Defender roflootod that Hughes was 

, • Contributing Bditor of tMs aagasino, which is ^published by the International 

Labor Defense, 8 Bast 11th Street, lew Tork CityiW] J k . 

*j”~ s mW(si o f fyj\ CX& Uan 

***• s P^«H-Wm> - on the Loyalist side shows thstlhe!>.- . 
jpternstional eonsoiousnessL ^ The artiele raflpo ted- that, -^. r 
- KJKv Ccse^ittee fpr feohnioM Aid bft-^paUI-t^lr ~ 

ZZpEE \ wHh th& copy or r.ay be rjvtn • ‘ EEOOHW ' tyVIW' ^ 

S5 y • |ane^s«>> . . ^ y# rfT; I® J &SSUSBAV 


£!r- 4 *-& 


»== oimiont wrwTWfcrra"?" 

:.>^^=ZZ With th^eopy or ray be » 

^"£ 5 . ane^sa^l. . . 


the Span! ah.War on tM Loyali.; .ids' 
H ftiternational ‘oonsoiousnessl ^ lha artiale 
? C<^tt^ fpr MM ^id t^Sp 


- ^ y' / 5 


EEOOUft"^ 
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5hw Daily Workor* dotod teptoobor 7 f 1987, ooctolnod m ortiolo r*» 
AflocUo* that Ru^how sod* a broadoaat ttvm Kodrfc 1- and that ha had attaodad tba W 

^ ».4 ! ^ • •• . A . ...... ^ A. . \ ■; • ^ 


U. btorMttaal Writers Ceagrasa at I Udrld, Spain. (M) , • 4 • , . . • * ? >. f i*. 

*%;■ ■'“• Xa «h Interview • hii rttun free Spain, Bucba &■ reported to 

^ told of tho hsrolo work of tha many Racroai free tha Obi tad Btatao la Spain* a ' 
vfight against Oaneral Franoo, and that ha aaa convinced of a Loyalist victory. 

^ (Daily Worker, January 12, 1938 J \X) 


V ' 


Tha Daily Workar on April 28, 1938, reported that Hughes aaa coo of 160 
7 * proaiaant Aeerioso artists, aritars, and eoapoacrs who laauod a atetewnnt in * 
support of tha vwrdiets 




of tha Hosooo Trials of tha Ttatakylte-Bukharlalte Traitors. 

V* * ■’ • ** *" * , '* •• .* . . , *• ^ 

*V»- ' Tha 1938 International Workers Ordor Coorantion pr ocee d ings raflaot that 

Manual Larin, Sational Education Work Diraotar, distributed 10,000 oopios of tha 
aollaotad p oe wa of Hughes. 

The August 14, 1933, issue of the Daily Workar reflected that Hughes 
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e\* 


: .PM one or too who relaasod a aanifesto denying tha fantastic 

,* ¥.1.8,8. and tha Totalitarian States are basically alike. (Uj 

l ' ■ '■ ’ 

a 

Hughes 


falsehood that the. 
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A o cording to information received by the low York Offioo, Langston' ✓ / 
s a neater of the teorgancy Paaoa Mobilisation Ccanittaa in 19ft0| a • 
of the League of Aaorican Writers in 194lj neaber of tha Editorial Coiseil 
; Of tho Soviot Russia Today Publications, too., in 1941; lecturer at tha Sehoel 
for Democracy in 1942; signor of a 8eocnd Front Call in tha fora of a latter to 
/ tho President in 1942; on tho Editorial Board of tha wages ino, "Canaan Grovnd," 

‘ published by the Cannon Counoil for Anorioen Italty, 222 Fourth Avenue, Saw York 
f* 'City, in 1942; speaker at a aaoting held by tha Counoil for Pan Aaarloan Danoeraoy, 

; held In 1943; and author of a drana, "For This Wo .Fight," whloh was presented at*' ] 
a legro Freed on Bally at Usd Ison Square Garden in 1943. Za 1943, Hughes served ~+- 
r . ® » oemittee af tha Rational Cotanoll of Anarioaa Soviet Friendship to aollaot 
- .books to r os taro tho libraries of tho Soviot Onion, to 1944, Bughss was one of 
the national Sponsors of tho toariosn Youth for Dsnooracy. (100-1S139-1S) (*ZO v .. 

• : ■ '*■ ■■■■*'••• .*••• • ‘J’ ‘ 

Reports of tho Dios Coanlttoo raflaot that at one tine Hu£ies ran for .. 
offioo on tho Ci—si lat Parly tiokat; that Hughes was a loader of tho League 
of Professional Croups in 1932; and that ho was an of floor in tho Workers * / ~ 

Cultural Fedaratlon In 1932. Tho Diet Coanlttoo report also refloats that • 

Hughes was president of tha Vatlonsl legro Conference in 1984, uhioh organisa- 
tion is directing tho Conaunist aovooMnt snoag negroes in tho Ohlted States, ^l) 

Tho July 25, 1933, laaue of tho Raw York World Telegrm roflootod that 
Hughes was requested to leave Japan aftar being questioned by fskio polloe for • i -> . 
six hours. Ho was suspected of ooawunloatlng with Japanese Coennnlste^^^ 

- The September 21, 1944, issue nf the Daily Worker rofleeted that WusJm'V-' 

sponsored a dinner given to Ferdinand tolth, ee o ratory of the SeUonal Muritijis^r, 

proninent Cosnsistsf were in attend enoe. Ineluding Bari 

. : ■ • - r V,' C? • 

• - v -r --v-vr 

• S • 
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Qhioog mt whloh 
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V 4 . J L Information recalled January 8. 1945, by tha In York Gfflae rafleeta 
that Hughes lives at 654 St. Iloholaa Avenue, lam York, mhan ha la In Sam York. 

«• tr»»hr portion of hla tin# la apant on toura throughout tha aoiatry ad : A' 
lao hiring bafora aohoola and colleges. At that tint Hughes vote for tha • - 
flttaburch Courier, tha Anatardan Sama In Be^ York. Paoplaa Tola#, Sam York m*t£ . \ 

“** c“**e ( 100 .UUMO) QM 

Information received by tha lam York Qffioa on Decoder 9, 1948, 
nflMti that Hugies* oooupatlon continue a to ba that of poat, novel 1 at, play. 
«l(kt ^ -Wt. (100 . lnSMT) ^ 

1»lth reference to tha poan "Goodbye Chriat," reportedly mrlttan by 
Bughes, our fllea Indio « to that the Los Angeles Office In February of 1941, re- 
ceived photoatatlo ooplea of a circular containing this poan nd stating that 
It mas mrlttan by Hughes. (100-15159-1 )QU) : ... 

Tha Direotor of Intalligenoa for tha War Dapartnant in Chioago, on 1 
April 27, 1943, furnished m co;y of the poan, "Goodbye Christ," and attributed 
^Ihh authorship to Utiles. (100-15139-5)^- 

Aoeordln- to info mat ion received from otar Chioago Offloa in Deomber, 
1944, the poem "Ooodbye Chriat," mrlttan by Hughes, appoared in tha Bscisnhsr 21,-- -7 
1940 isaua of tha Baturday Evening K>rt. . j-_ 

The poan "Goodbye Chriat" la sat out below t 
"Listen, Christ, 

You did all right in your day, I reckon - 

But that day's gone now. ^ h 

ghosted you up a swell atory, too. 77.* \ * ' * 

Callod it the Bible - V 

But it's dead now. . • . V j 

tha popes and the preaohera -*ve r '" r ‘ 

Bade too such noney Aren it. 

• They've sold you to too May . . - 

Kings, generals, robbers, and killers - / v. 

Sven to tha Tsar nd tha Coaaaokn, ( 14 / %v 

Been to Kocksfallar's Churoh, V • ' 

Been to ths Saturday Evening Post. 

You ain't no good no noro. 

They've panned you 
till you'ee dona noro out. 

Goodbye, 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jahovah, _ Jf - 

Boat it on away from hers now. 

Make wqr for a new guy with no religion at dll - •>* 'V 7 

, A real guy nsnsd 

■ Mors Coamvaist Lanin Peasut Stalin Works r MI • 

I oaid, MSI .... f , '.iid: 


- * - 


Go ahaad on so*! 

• You'ro gotting & xt tfao way of thlnga, Lord 
And ploaqp toko Sai*^ Ohandl with you 
And Saint hpt Pitta,' • 

And Saint Alma Mofbaraan, 

And Big blaok Saint Boo too 
Of tho Conaooratod Dim. 

And atop on tfeo |u, Quriatl 
Mo TO I 

Don't bo ao alov about main' I 
Tho world la aino froa now on • 

And nobody's gonna toll MB, .* 

To a king, or n gaaaral, ; v> ^ > 

» ' * Or • nillionairo. • *' 

• ♦ o o 

Ooodbyo Chriat, good noraing Involution ! 1 




r«o«ikT •. wnramt, mu. 

i worrtR. vtct mi. 

Jr . 0* 


Qjirittgffeib Urban £)tgu t 

414 *OUTM FIFTEENTH STREET. SPRINGFIELD. ILL. 
TKLSPMONC *-*4M 

FOR SOCIAL SERVICE AMONG NEGROES 
AFFILIATEO WITH THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 



GEORGE B. WINSTON.' Exxcutivc Skcmctawy 

December 33, 1947 


mum m 


wluro mum 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Invest lgatioa 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The Springfield Urban beague is planning to spearhead 
a drive to present Langston Hughes, the noted Negro Poet, 
in a public lecture here*. ' We would like to have clarified 
from your office whether or not you have him catalogued as 
a communist* I know him personally and 1 strongly feel he 
is not one* A word from your office will greatly help us 
to determine whether or not we should present him, as you 
know we have to be careful as to who we present these days* 

Tour prompt reply to this letter will be greatly appre- 
ciated* 


RECORDED 




SEPTEMBER 15, 1947 

FREEDOM TRAIN 

. by. Langston Hughes 


27 


I read in the papers about the 
Freedom Train. 

I heard on the radio about the 
Freedom Train. 

t seen folks talkin' about the 
Freedom Train. 

Lord. I been a waitin' for the 
Freedom Train! 

Down South in Dixie only train I sec s 
Got a Jim Gow car set aside for me. 

I hope there ain’t no Jim Crow on the Freedom Train, 

No back door entrance to the Freedom Train, 

No signs FOR COLORED on the Freedom Train. 

No WHITE FOLKS ONLY on the Freedom Train. 

I’m gonna check up on this 
Freedom Train. 

Who's the engineer on the Freedom Train? 

Can a coal black man drive the Freedom Train? 

Or am I still a porter on the Freedom Train? 

Is there ballot boxes on the Freedom Train? 

Do colored folks vote on the Freedom Train? 

When it stops in Mississippi will it be made plain 
Everybody’s got a right to board the Freedom Train? 

Somebody tell me about this 
Freedom ^"rain! 

• 

The Birmingham station's marked COLORED and VHIITE. 
The white folks go left, the colored go right— 

They even got 1 segregated lane. 

Is that the way to get aboard the Freedom Train? 

I got to know about this ~ 

Freedom Train! 

If my children ask me, Daddy, please explain 
1 X'hy then* i Jim Crou station for the Freedom Train, 

What shall I tell my children? . . . You tell me — 

’Cause freedom ain’t freedom.when a man ain’t free. 

But maybe they explains it on the 
• Freedom Train. 


Vi hen that tram g n es steamin' through South Caroline, 

Will them Greenville lynchers pay it any mind 5 
Or will that twelve man jury what let ’em loose. 

Turn their heads and spit tobacco juice? 

Wonder will they spit on the 
Freedom Train? 

ViTien my old mother in Atlanta. S3 and bljvk. 

Gets in line to see the Freedom, 

Will some white man ye!!. Get Lack! 

A Kegro’s got no business on the freedom Track ! 

Mister, I thought it were the 
Freedom Train! 

Her grandson's name was Jimmy. He died at Anzio. 

He died for real. It warn’t no show. 

The freedom that they carryin* on this Freedom Train, 

Is it for real — or just a show again? 

Jimmy wants to know about this 
Freedom Train. 

Will his Freedom Train come zoomin’ down the track 
Gleamin’ in the sunlight for white and black 5 
Not stoppin’ at no stations marked COLORED nor WHITfc. 
Just stoppin* in the fields in the broad daylight. 

Stoppin* in the country in the wide open air 
Where there never w as no Jim Crow signs now here. 

No Welcomin’ Committees, nor politicians of note. 

No Mayors and such for which colored can't \ote. 

And nary a sign of a color line — 

For the Freedom Train will be yours and mine! 

Then majh e from their graves in Anzio 
The G1 s who fought will say, JT'r. u anted it jo f 
B!a- k rr.a and u hire will say. A. n't it f.re' 

At home they got a tram tha:‘s yowi and n.r.tl 

Then I II shout. Glory for the 
Freedom Tram! 

I ll holler, B!ou yrur l herd:. 

Freedom Tram! 

Thank God A M: ghty* life's the 
Freedom Train! 

Get on hoard cur Freedom Tran! 


T his fall, specially built railroad cars, each painted white, 
with a gold American eagle in the center flanked by blue 
and red stripes, will start out on a year's run. It is called the 
Freedom Train, and will carry some precious heirlooms— 100 
original documents basic to US democracy. Ii wiU cross the land 
four times, visit more than 300 dries. The sponsors have said 
they will by pass any town which plans segregation on the 
traiq carrying, among other documents, the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Langston Hughes. 44 year old Negro poet anJ 


novelist, was inspired by the idea to write the poem which 
appears here. But he remains skep*\at about what the loc.il 
citizenry in the deep South rrnv do to the Freedom Train. 
"Checkin' on the Freedom Train." adapted from a Negro 
spiritual, exposes the hope of the riders of the Jim Oom 
cars that this will be a different kind of rrain. Like most lit- 
erature voicing the spontaneous longings of the Negro, it # is 
easy to sing. A moving musical vers.-m willj-e published by 
VC\ C. Handy, the man who wrote ’The St. Louis Blues.** 
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J EDGAR HOOVER, DEPT JUSTICE 

FED BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 

ADVISE COLLECT AT ONCE FINDING ON LANGSTON HUfflES. Cp^QipF^ 

POET SPEAKS IN STATE BLDG MAR 11 IS HE A COMMUNIST * . 

EP INTER VETERANS COUNC I L 
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WOTEt The ooortligooue poem contained In thto » 

** toy*™ Bugh", BtgnCo>*ufa»t.(u] 

i "’“•^SSErSs — . . ' ,- ,£'.: •*.«* • / 
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SUBJBCTt 1AHGST0I HUGHES 

t ' Security muter - c 



m. X 1 .L 1 . . Jl _ M a * a. A . . 


f ioe is in receipt of inf or notion 



r>:^ 

^ the looal post of tho ianti 

. _ • — 'ounoil comprising eighteen veterans* - '• ' 

Cion* in Springfiold, to tho offoot that tho organisations which 

■“* — ‘ - 


ho represents oro in roooipt of information to tho offoot that LAIGSTOI 


HUOTES it believed to bo a.ntaibor of tho Cowaiit Party. Bo explained 


.rflr 


iy * IAHGSTON HUGHES f who Is a nationally known post and author of ths 

*i. < : •:* P 1 * f r * #do * Train »" *»• been invited to speak in 8prlngfield.at 

-5* . U* Gilding, a *ta to- owned building, on Bar oh 11, 1948, byt^V??^' 

■ft -• th* urban league and various other looal trnaiiitimt «t>na« .u. M 4 '•* • 


; i 6w-? th# Urba ? League and various other looal organisations whose 'alleged . 
•wK,'!-; purposo is to prbaote harmonv batman tha HMt. I. - 


f^v PU'P 0 ** i» to promote harmony betwosn tho raoe*. Bo ownt ni jadt.^- 

V Vi;* 0 * h * n * “ 00ura « #d t0 hi « «« inrostigation. 

• : _ vy 1 . n 




ebruary 10, i t 

colored) called at th^prTngfTeTd^Sfioo/ at iSiol^iS^he^V ^ * tf* 

e-inquiry oceoernlng LiSGSTOH HUGHES. They ozplainod that they' were '**&*’*•— 
partially responsible for tho ooadng appoaranoo of LAHGSTON HUGHES ini'- *L- 
Springfield and that they did not dosiro to sponsor a amber of tho ' 

Coasunist Party. Aooardingly, they desired information from this Bureau <? 
a* to whether or. not tills amn was a Maher of tho Cosmunist Party. ' ~ v 





- 

xJ *r 


They wore advised poUtoly but firmly that this office eould givo^^Sf- 
out no Information oonoorning any Individual or‘ organisation whether under 
investigation or not. (t|) .•» : .v. . .. - - - ■ ,w * 



_ Inasmuch 
veterans* organise 



■ * •. •* ••v^JwSSfe 


ia * indicated that some elements of the , - ... 

ons are determined to oppose the appoaranoo of LUGSTOI 

A 11 M _ a a. • . ■ a* * _ . ...... 


KklsSSS! ia ®P rln € fi « ld # it !■ poaalbla that tha appaarano* of IAI 08 T(M«£St 
If ^'HUGHES will be attended by som violenoe ar* 

It-;..' * '• . ' .••• • 


and possible raoial imoident.' 

The painting of UHGSTOI HUGHES by HIB1M AGKSGH, a looal negro 

■ A I a V- ii e m . . a . _ _ _ _ 9 * 


to this matter.LVM 


ie 8 Wingfield PoUoe Department and II linoi* 8tate PoUoe 
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SAC, Springfield February 26, 19k B 

P ■ ■ Btrsotcr, FBI . £ . 

* lAHOSTCH HTOHE3 U' " • . . "T -> 

. SECURITY MATTER - C 

lour file #100-7332 

R*urlet February ll, 191*8, advising that Langston Hughes la 
sche&iled to speak In Springfield, Illinois, an March 11, 191*8, therein 
you request to be advised whether you should the attention of the Spring* 
Held Polios Department and Illinois. State Polios to the faot that sons 
▼ioloiee sight ensue as a jrwault of plans on the part of the veterans' • ' 
o rg a n i s a t ions to oppose the appearmsoe of Hughes as a speaker . (\X J 

In view of the circumstances the Bureau feels that you ahould 
advise the Springfield Police Department and Illinois State Police 
concerning the possibility of vlolsnos if this meeting la heldj h owever , 
you should be carefhl not to give ttm Inpressiao.that you are trying to 
eesert any influence to prevent the meeting. (U ) 


100*151539 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAILED 3 
METtgaa,nhe A ^ ^ 2 G 1348 P.M. 
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nrtau. mmuu or invoptimtio* 
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AMVETS 


• 

American Veterans of World War II, Post 


W. DON FOHSTTH, Commander 
42Si ImI Wukiagtoa Sh ut 
IpibgiltM, Illinois 

I08WH 8. R jDER, Adjutant 
101 Son* Fit* StiMi 
Ip rinfltl d , Illinois 


•PBworaiD. nuNoo 


February £, 1948 


J. Ld r *ar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Purest’ of Investigation 
’•'.'us! inf, ton, D. C. 

Dear 3ir: 


A \ 


AMVETS 


^ , » 

l 'A 


r Mr. r 

t 1 v ‘ i S /b£° than!: you for the reply to my telecrar. in rerard' 
Lanfs t orr tmif nes . 


Mnck 


i 1 •' 

ll o*n th 
Council v; : ,i 


1 _ * 

should explain my connection in this matter.’ 
H-' r Q committee a j. pointed by thesUnter-Voterans* 
v * Ali com, osed of representatives of th^ei-liteon 1 
veterans organisations in this city to obtain proof that this *““i 
Lan 7s ton /Tu-jhes is an active Communist, »e know that he ha 3 
been, but in order to try to obtain a cancellation of his lecture 
we neea oluck arid white statements. 

, #, ' e a 5 e ? ur ®, the *• inis ter s Alliance, Council of Churches, 
-usiness ...en 3 wlub, Y. C. i*. and other civic rroups will 
remove their names from the sensors list if we can show them 
proof of this man's affiliation. 

Thl 3 situation is rather precarious since the Interracial 
relations here nave been strained from time to time. However, 
two members of my committee aro colored and are definitely anxiou 
to obtain a cancellation to this lecture. 

Several prominent citizens have asked the Veterans to taka a 
stand on this matter and we feel that we definitely wish to do so 
but we want to do it in a sensible way and that is bv talkinr the 
sponsor 3 into cancelling this lecture. ^ ^ 

I have written hr. Parnell Thomas and also Senator Scott 
Lucas in hopes of obtaining the desired information. . 

be evi£ "?atenil 8 ro£ 1 L^o ?S h T ftny ac ? dlfclonal information, I will 

-firs.rtSJS.. 1 ?: sa=e “Jiar r* 


iaoo 


* 


F B 
X5 FEB20194R. 
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I 


‘I 


c. 


J. Ldear Iioover— February 2, 1343 




r 


Your office hero knows ’me and you way be assurod that my 
* coircilttee has the best interest of its fellow members and th* 
cl'tizenry of Springfield at heart. f 




• . 


February 16, 1948 


.6 .• » r 




mm) : 


to ..rum outhorlEod ^7 W T *« 

poUc 7 proaulgEtod by th. Attorn./ 0«.r4l.(\J) aoport—nt^g. -n 

■ Of such . r I ul“ C V " Uln th,t mgjgpy? *“ ** 

CZ^OTe: Files reflect thatflHVser&lncerely jours. ' V 5 * 

ZZa telegram on 1/24/48 asking for th e same info. Bj let dated ^Vz7, he 
“"Secularism - fereeder-of 'CrieeP.rwhioHi contains the rnbem’ v*T. Sbntiono 


joa will recognise the nec^si 


5: C2P= "Secularism - 
;• ffCZ: Langston Hugh* 
££ 5= 100-15139. Hi 
1: R5i*nr— GEI :0 PM ass< 
— author of the 
•iSSS r HwT i a rerolut: 

■^llARd 1948, 


^^", e §c(iTIU1Vl — w J. 

p is the subject of .. closed Securitjftutter - C esse C 

| is s M&d fcoBtOand ft n Edgar Hoover v N*rlt*r, s CP member, 
coated, wit^a multitude Director of 'Communist fronts and , 
sAfcriligecAxs poei ,"MW >ve Christ" which ends "Ooodbje Christ, 

cm.WS • - •'* ?i .V ' 1} tK' v - -- ... _ % a • 

rowjrmnau or mvoiimtim -ijst- 

u.1 r'TA*T*£srof jusitt 'SUr 


contains the ^pbem'.yl 


z7 i he was sent 

intioned' below, i 


iated witJi a multij 
i&fer^igedM £op2^ 


tuwau of WYEmaADon 
r r rA«T»tiT0f IUSiO£ 




/ $irsi JUjurtlj^) 


9*4 


aiCsi \btmm 


February 20, 191*8 



t J- Edgar Hoov.r 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
i Washington, D. C. 


Mr. Qmr+~ 


€: 




M^r 


>W. 


. Bear Hr. Hoover: 


K'.Qtiwl 

ftp. r^-p 


Hay I inquire about a letter purporting to come either free yon 
or your organisation concerning a negro, Langston' Hughes, -written to ^ 
some local representative of the American Legion? 


Fro* several different sources Including a very well balanced 
minister, it has been reported to me that this letter said substanti- 
ally* that the F.B.I. would give out no information concerning whether 
Ur. Hughes is or is not a Commmist but that one could read for himself 
the poem "Good Bye Christ", all or part of which was quoted in the 
letter* Moreover, that either you or your organisation as the writer 
of the letter, is being used as authority to prove that Hr* Hughes la 
a CosBunlst* 


Uy interest in this is two fold: 

1- pie reputation of the F.B.I * I have always held the F.B.I. 
in the highest regard, something that I cannot say for some other govern- 
mental organisations* Te certainly need some judicial fact finding l 

organisation like the F.B.I. , that is interested in truth not a smear 
campaign. Therefore it is hard for me to believe that you (or your 
organisation) has written such a letter which refuses to give facts but 
which makes It possible to use your good name to label him a Coonmist. 




\ 


The poem Itself is not erldenee. I read recently an article by 
him in which he interprets this poem. Though written in the first per- 
son (as poets so often do) it does not, he claims, express his own eoo- 
ipr ric t ion but is a representation of what those on the extreme left are 
-tt^ghinklng. I myself greatly dislike the poem but if the interpretation 
is' what he claims it to bs, then it is not evidence that he is s Ccm- 
n-mist. ;>v . . f 6 , _ 


.A 






4 


2- The facts concerning Langston Hughes . I had nothing .to .do* withf 
bringing him to Springfield • Indeed I had never heard of him until *" 
after announcement had been made of his coming. Since then both aides 
have come to m with their evidence. The negroes and some of their 
white* friends have shown me the evidence of the Un-American Ccnittee 
that be la a Communist, frankly* 1 do not put too much cr eden ce In thl* 

hV 
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POST 


THE 3*tA 


1Y EVENt 


WE SEE BY THE PAPERS 


•rm.K SPRINGS. ALA. : Win- 
Hton County »ir,t K. pubbcan a* 
in 1940, though a!! other Ala- 
" ,< rountirs voted Demurralir by 
t*f a* much as T.'i to I. This 

* •> has gone Democratic only or.re 
?b*- Civil War --in pj V2, when 

.- strife split the Republican* am! 
the county to R.*>s« Iijf»6 
Winston is known as the Free 
* , having, ur. July 4. 1?6I, for- 
■ v seceded fn n the Confederacy 
popular vote. I: furnished five 
. panies of infant y to the Union 
In 1861. whor the Confederacy 
• d the draft and carried off a 
youth to jail in Jasper, a posse 
r. Winston stormed Jasper, freed 
praKinrr and burned the jail. 

Cincinnati: For more than sixty 
this city has owned outright a 
:u!e*long. double tracked, main- 
railroad from here to Chattanooga. 

; the Louisville & Nashville was 
-I soon after the Civil War, the 
of river traffic from Cincinnati to 
u.svilie so alarmed this city that it 
y*d bunds to build a compe ting line, 
•d.ng J 1 8.300.000 before the road 
s opened irt* 1877. Once familiarly 
“'*'n as the Queen 4 Crescent route, 
line has been operated since 1SS1 
der lease by what now ia the South- 
Railway System. This company 
s Cincinnati a yearly rental of 
,239,000 plus 2 per cent of the net 
fits. Some JU. 000, 000 in bonds 
is outstanding. Excess of rental 
r interest up to 1940 has been 
$CT?, ."‘Ken tacky now is ~ 

.g to collect Income tax from Cin- 
r .ati on these rentals since 1936. 

ort Drx, N. J.: When a federal- 
d National Guard regiment gave a 
v hpre just before the election, 
■»M Duchin. a company cook, 

•* and directed the productitm and 
^If impersonated Hitler and I'resi- 
♦t Roose\elt. The show was a satire 
Army life, with digs at all, from the 
eanta to the brass hats. The latter, 
Gudmg the commanding general of 
44th Division, attended and 
'-h*d uproariously. In the take-off 
the President, Duchin purtrayod 
. as promising “two porks to every 
’ and " two stuvest in every tent.” 

- bin was a hero for thrc«- days, then 
-k*Jy was conf.r^-d to quarters 
.■•£ au invis/tgatinr.. After two 
- unde^ arrest, he brought l**- 
an rxamir.mg boi-r i. quistauRt-J , 
*• . then released. It is rorr.mor.Iy 
:»mVx)d here that Washington, 
!.:g news paper accounts of the 
•*. , demanded tha* the offenders be 

• j l<ned. 

Tacoma: Clark H. Eldriilge, chief 
r uf the 16,409,009 Tacoma 
rrowa Bridge, which collapsed fuur 
r.ths after it was opened, blames the 
C and the PWA, which supplied 
money. “We had a tried and-true 
.'•eutional bridge d* sign,” he said, 
ut we were told that we couldn't 
ve the money without using plans 
...shed by an Eastern firm of engi- 
This design. Eldridge said, 
an adaptation of the design of the 
itestone Suspension Bridge. New 
ork City, which has displayed in a 
*r deym» the aame characteristic 
or ion under wind pressure which 
rcked the Narrows bridge. 


P\ • In tl •• wi.k h. f -I- .r,.d f. •*• .” p / . a 

elect: t K» WPA jr.:. ‘ C,n. ,r. I-. li* . . r ..v 1 uj i r > < ••rd. 


trd f. L‘r.‘ 

retail. -.g in I.*ru! ■*: r* - a* un : *-r- -■ 

and n.-.r* . fa:-, b. ; . a . ; f : b* v • ;. ! ■ • 

Isc pr..;*rts ir. !..»• •> a'.r. « C -at. ,s. b • g ' - 

At the -a-:.* t *b> S .! b, f a | k- 

it:* ** C**rp'ir;j:. *n >• : t :r.» • tb* r.. r m - ;* 1 . wb* *. b- v. »- 
for frt*i- di«i*r;bu:...n 21 9* i * . .J *.1 . . • ; M.*\ \ r ., ; . f . 

and 73('0 bab.<:ze a!! , .1 blank**. *. 


. d * ! * 

•1*./ ' 1 . fr-.-r. rh 


! ! \ m r 

K vs-* «»• < » ■..*"■ JJ- r. re 

Nkv\ VmRK: Bet w M-n the h.il*..- u* fdtr.. K.»:.v.* C.t;. * (J a> , ;S 


the Giants-Pittsburgh Htn-li r* pruf*a- w.;b - 


. b • •! « uAA I 


Pas \ pi.s'a : D. I w i*. a pb iP.graj b ..f a rir- 
cular distributed here m early No*. err.b.-r. 


ATTENTION CHRISTIANS ! ! 

B* sure to attrad the Book A Author luachtun 
At 

VISTA DEL ARROYO HOTEL. 

PaiaJrma, Ca/i/o*»»J 

FRIDAY, NO\ EMBER 1 5TM, 1940 — at 12: IS Promptly 
Hear the Diitingui\f*eJ Youtf^ .Vr^fro Port 

LANGSTON HUGHES 

Author of the follow «ng poem, *nd member of the 
# American tretioa of Moi*v«'« 

•'INTERNATIONAL UNION OF REVOLUTIONARY 
WRITERS” 

’‘GOODBYE CHRIST'" 

“Lliten, Chriit, 

** ' Ycudii!!.-g^l--y-f» r ,»rr.Arr*- ^ - 

But tl)2! gene no** 

Thr» gboer ! )bu up 4 e*cl! iturj too. 

CallrJ it B.blr— 

But ;ti dfjJ now. 

The pcpei jr.d the pfra.hert '*e 
Made loo rr.u. h mcn-> fr:-r* it 
T^.rj\e *•/ ! >c- tc u+> r j: * 

“K -~z'- r — cr:!*, rubri j-: : k.‘>r» — 
tu the a:..J tbr Civ.i.lt, 

F.*en tu R.« L-fei'fr i ihur.h. 

E*rr. to THL SATL'f:»\Y LVLNlN ‘0 
POST. 

You a:n*t r.n r <t . mere. 

Th pav.-ej *ou 

T.:: 2. -^ A .-r . : 

Cf • J'V„. !/■ ! H .J J-5 . a 

K-jr .* lui a**.* here 

at a.! — 

A -/ P _. -i-r » 

•V>*» * • — >»• fr».» rVau*.; 

W.,Wc; \‘i ~ 

* I vr 

-fVV-ra'. r.:***. 

• tr *— *•* z ••• »' r <*j* uf ii. 

Ar.! ;Vav :a'.- Sa.~: Of jrJ. * 
w u.. % 

AnJ Sa p.% P.ui 
A - J Sa * : ^ - \* I- ----- 

A. i t g‘‘. V Sa P- - 
Of th- (-r, -crate ! [) r.e 
A- ! »-;■ c- :)r ^iv 0*-.e' 

T! r r...i c lf«.m no** cn — 

M-.r' 

CXo t !e vc i'.'-j* aSjot rmvin"! 

A-.J n ^.V* w!! ME 

To a V.* ; r>- 3 
O: a r ' ,:-.a.te" 

ATTEND THE LUNCHEON CHRISTIANS 
And Hear 

GEORGE PALMER PUTNAM 
Introduce the author of the abo\c "poem,” 

MR. LANGSTON HUGHES 
DutLoguiihcd young Negro poet — anj eat, if you can. 


J ;.ty i.er 
tak- n 


in Kuru 
e.-ed bv 


T:.- 


N » w 


At ST 
c*'p>r:g 
pl.iyem 
s* a.->-n i 
ur.urf.r: 
side the 
c:a! pru 
part me. 



Efcs7~ Pi9/V AMtAbter 
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Office Memorandum «"unitei * joveenment t 

* * . * \J% • J. 

f ■ ; .. » 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Springfield 

LANGSTClfiiUGHES 
S 1! - C 

B UTILE 100 lil figy- 


Rebulet 2-26-48 


DATS: March 5, 1946 


-«v 


- ’ ! : «U' 

* • . r. 



* This is to adrise the. 

In ter- Veterans Counci l^“prii^Jield^^^^^^^^^^G^^Millad at 
the Sprirgfield Division and adTised that through the efforts • 
-jof the veterans, it has been possible to obtain the cancella- 
tion of LAITGSTCH HUGHES, and that he will not appear co Mar ch 
11, 1948, as scheduled. [\k) 

Accordingly, it will not be necessary to comnunicate with eit he r 
the Springfield Police Department or the Illinois State Polloe in 
this matter. J 
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10 MW 0 1948 
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ZK.ankakee Q homier o 


ommerce 


jftanAakm*. %7UOtoU 


* • • SOonNG THi 
KANKAKEE, BfiADLD 
AND BOWBONNAI5 


tfiisi sis: 


oTn o»T»T 


Ttbriar; 24, 1948. 


Mr. J. Wear Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoovers 

A local group Is sponsoring a progr a m by Lan g ston 
f ' Hughes at our HI eh School on March 14. 

I- here just fend a delegation of our American Legion 
visit me vlth the information that this Individual is a Con- 
■uni st and that he belongs to a number of the Left front Cbrgani 
nations* 

If this Is true, vs mould like to take action at once 
to inform local organisations mho are sponsoring him end ask 
that he be invited to cancel his engagement* Can you give me 
any inform ti on on Langston Hughes? 

Terj truly yours 


31 tIA* IS 
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\Up 


~ ‘ * r w , h , ■ a=5 S fl - - 



I. 


t 


i. 

WO^BBO Morris Building ;. * •* 

Bast Ciirt •*■;.>! |<r. ' V\V*v 




D*ar 


• 00 ' &)*- 


regret that I cannot bo'of otrvieo in connection with gear 
r«t«Nt /»r. inf o notion uhi oh pay be tn the ft loo of 
<*'■"■■" Air«aB. ‘ In accordance with a leng-otandtng pelt eg, car.' 

confidential and available for official 


3 '-» 


V>r records are 

i cnlg» I an care gon mill nndorotand 
rule and that' no' tnferomeo mill bo drama 
not, have information to our files boeanoo 
to bo of aoototantb. [u j 


Sr- , 
jr ; - 

'fcW': • 

f: ‘ 

>;** ■ r 


o for official one r r \s +\ : 
the roaoon for this A,.' ^ t 

amn^that'.mc^do^'ar do • 

oanoe of ug tnabtlttg ' 




tote : Bureau filer contain numerous rt 

Langeton Hughes (referred to it ■ 
of 2 - 24 - 46 ) to be a Communist. 


I; 

« 

r! 

m 

KS 


?fT3?-«rt7bVl J Coni ntstV' To i. the autJ.or-.jfr ^ 

the sacrilegious poem «***<«**? 4/^. T.'- 

■s. . 

— 1 - ' ' :*-*■*'?*'■ ; : : • \ 
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ARIZONA STATE COLLEGE 

lUrch 2o, 191(8 


* 


Fwtoral Bureau of Umatlgatlon 
Washington, D. C, 

• •_ Gentleaeni 


*• <-w ■“* w«»i 

i *«fi3S SThSTi” 'E rtlESf » 

hlgheet degree of freed* IrZLV™™’ t*7 *© >alntaln the 

want anyone who la billed aa ^noet *• »ot 

Tn^eeL. T , " D ~* a “ * P°« t «pra*din* CovoiiUfi 

e * n ‘a 1 ’* *■ ^orMtloof^our^ 

ErtTS'pSaSS! • ppp,el * t * « and ahould like to hare It aa 

flunking you, 1 a 


i 





** 


As 




bl a sphemer 

SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT 


■T. 


EAA PE 


Co, 


L EG E 


GOOEBYE QIRXST Student# at the Arizona State 

^ Langston Hughes College at Teag>e v Arizona, at 

Lis tan Rh*>4,» *** 6 * W- 


Lis tea, Christ, 

£ **• 1 "' to - 

gut it *8 dead now. 

The popes and the preachers 're 
| Made too such aoney free it. 

They ?e sold you to too anny 
Kings • generals, robbers, and killers* 
Even to the Tzar and thsC^ckT 
Even to Rockefeller's Church, * 

5 £ a J° ( ! h0 Satur d®y Evening fbst. 

You ain t no good no nore. 

They've permed you 

done CTor8 out * 

Ojrist Jesus Lord God Jehorah, 

Beat it onsmy ftron here now. 

7? 1 “ 1 T ay ^ » new guy with bo religion 
feteaisL, Stalin I 

Co ahead^on now, 

Js T ? «° tln C in the way of th ings lord 

tod b*j®jA*Ps****k™«u ■ 

n? d ,£i 8 n bluck 3 “int Bee ton 1 

or the Consecrated Dime. * 

^d^etop on the gn, Christ! < 

nS'USa*? * loKr »>out wria>| - 

xno world la Mina tram marn ^ml 

T? m a £?2 r ' m Karaa *eu « 

5 : saksw— *• - 


- langiton tttghes, a notorious Negro 
with sons fl2 CanauaUt «™»<niritT. ^ 
!j*® fcnen particularly sctl^ 

Conwmist activities. He ans originali 
active in the ( Consuls t) Workers • Cul- 
tursl Federation in I930, the New 
TOcater league, and tho Southern New 
lheater School, fie has contributed to 
tho CoBnunlst publications Nra iksses. 
Soviet Aissls Today, Labor Defender, 

nist revolution In that country, aid be 
is a ntabcx of its Red im ZZ 

Abraham Lincoln brigade, a section of** 
the Jhternatioaal Drigado. Ho has been 
nreaOnent in Conaunist-ftronta, son of 
the bettor known ones nra, the American 
*»c* tobilixation (seo The Show th . 
issue No. A), Conference on ftn-iuriecr 
Dawern^r, League of Struggle for Negro 
Higbts, Leogus of American liters. 
Ifcti°nal Counoil of American-Soviet 

Itud^f'thfT 000k ttaion, and the emeries: 
Student ttiicn. One of his r~-vr «i 

fovorlto with Conaiaists. is called Tut 
to CBi * (*"*•*> 

(po«o 109-toetimony of Haltor 8. Steele 
before tho Caaoittsc on w^Brle. 
-otivitlos— floth rnogr— s July ZX, JJAZ 

* --»• ■ . * -- •t* 
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tr / T/ on 


Bon. Sidney p. - — ::n::::::nr* 

W. Cleans of orory Creed, fctieoality; end Color aro in agree** ii 
Protesting the eebodnled spp««nce of LWS 1 W HUGHES on the Ce^ of 
-irisona Stats College on ipril 6 , 194s. 
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roitr letter •/ March 90 , 1946 , with encloture * 
fc qt been reeeleed. •/ regret that X cannot be ef oervlee ■ 
in connection with gear requettfer inf erne ti onwhi eh . 

Mir be Intbe /tlee ef thit Bureau. at. In aeinrdance^^^ 
with a long e tending polteg mar filet are eeVfdenttol 
ani available /traffic 1*2 nee m2* J &*£*'''* 


wide re tend tbe reaeen /er.tbte rule and tbatne^tn/erenoe., c, 
will be dram that m de # ‘ er de net, haoe infermatien 4 a 

_ m Id *en Ke lienee tit HM . 


our filet beeouee e/ ay tuabilttg to be of bttiotanoe. , 
Jt hat occurred to me that the enoloeed material mtght 
be ef to me internet to go a. The patriotic moUvee , > 

,prjmp*ta? " 9ur *«*«*“??*? Wpreote Ud.(U j 


\'j ffincorelg gouro, 

* f-f ' •* 




. •; y •# v 

*« * »VV, ■» * • - 

• * l. 1. »r ■ *. 

. '* *r* M : »;.* «* **?• • 

- .i fl Xehn Edgar Mooter 
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March 3, 19 W 


Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

•ashington, D. C. 

dear Mr. Hoover: 




;L,. r* 

* r». n 


Thank you nry much for your latter of February 1 26th and a copy ^ 
of tha addraaa before the Methodist ministers at Garrett. ^ 

Oi the middle of page six is an introductory paragraph to the 
pod&K« Goodbye Christ.* Does this paragraph mean that Langston Hughes 
ran for •public office on the ticket of the Communist party*? If you 
/~ know this to be true then of cour se that settles the matter. Lai^ston 
1 Hughes at least has been a Coonmist. - 

However the whole matter is very strange. I hare read a personal 
letter fron him end also a magaslne article by him in which he denies 
ever haring been a Conmmist. (He could hardly do this if he has run 
for office on a Communist ticket which certainly is a matter of public 
record.) And he also insists that this poem iswtot an expression of 
his own view but as a poetic mechanism descrlbea^hat a Communist thinks. 

Again more power to you and the truly Judgicious matters la the 
very important work committed to your ears. . 


Sincerely 


Wafa 























. „ ' IDur ■»«*> 3,-1W8 # «m to «y ■- ; 

attention upon wj ratnn to tbo dtp. U Z Mntlontd 
In *X oownioatlon of February 26, IMS, I appiwolata 
jour position and would Ute to bo of aaalotaaoobot : 
I on bound by tho amflrtantlal naturo of tba flloa of 
tha FBX. ^ 

Slnoaraly yo u r a , 

", .* 7** ’ * 1 r • ’*• *■* **• .*’*• V* •* :* „ 

>* \ ^ % '•Vh * i * ? \ ' *■ -*ts . VLJ * y XT* -i 
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Yl£> 



' ' • . -> f 0 . 


-• «/ ,• f4tS*' / jt • % ~9^ 

^Jl ^?0 , '^v^»»w • ^ 3 J 

y ^ ^^TOH^OlfES — W20HQ ro~r. 

B«port0 and records of the House Un-American Act! Title* 
Conmlttee reflect the following information on aboiv subject. 


1725-1933 Heabcr of the All America Anti Imperialist Leame. . \j>(] 
a Conaunist Party front organisation accordim^to l / 7 
Attorney General Biddle. T 

f 

1932 goober of the League of Professional Qroups organised 

to support the candidacy of BILUA!: Z. PO ST E R for 
presidency on the C.P. ticket. 

1931* President of the KeUonal Megro Congress, e C.P. front 

Affiliated with or sponsor of Council for Pan-AawricsB 
Democracy, a C.P. front 

1935 Signer of call for a National Convention of the League 
of American Revolutionary Writers. 

1936 Speaker at the Third American Congress Against TIar and o~* 

Fascism, a C.P. f*ont. Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 3-5, 1936. ^7 

1936 Ilenber of Committee of Professional G ro u p s for Broader ^ 
and Ford. (C.P. candidates for Presidency and Tice Presidency. 

1937 lecher of the Editorial Council of SOVIET RT55IA TOD AT, 

"for many years the leading propaganda Journal for the 
Soviet Union in the United States* according to House / 

Un-American Activities Coanittee, Appendix E, pige 1602. £/^ 

In irovenber of 1937 HTIICS signed the "Golden Book of 
American Friendship Mth the Soviet Union" eulogisii* 
the 20th Anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution. . w* 

. CWjRVJi - UG P ffi - * — 

1938 Signed a public statement supporting Stalin* s Itoody® * 
purges which took the lives of an estiaate^JSjmSibtttb. - 


Sponsor of the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
t cited as a subversive or Corxrunist front organisation 
by several state legislative cosnlttees aa well aa the 
House Un-American Activities Cocnlttee. 

1939 Signer of an open letter demanding closer co-operation 

between the United States and Soviet Russia. 

Subject also was an officer, sponsor, member, affiliated 
/\ with or contributor. to the following C.P. front# or 
10dr> /w jy* line publications over a period of twenty years. 


wiT-n or eontrurator to 

> y jun 5 ig 4 $£%£*r' lioe public * tion * 
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Amerlcan-Russian Institute 

American League Against \+r and Fascism 

American Peace Mobilisation 

American Youth Congress 

American Student Union 

American Youth for Democracy 

ANVIL 

Book Union 

CHAJTION (organ Young Canonist League) 

DAILY WORK** 

DYKAIJD (Communist Journal of revolutionary poetry) 

4 Friends of the Soviet Union 

; Co-Ordinating Committee to Lift the firibargo 

LABOR DEFENDER (organ of International Labor Defense) * 

League of American Ir iters 
League of Workers Theatres 

• International Labor Defense, legal arm of the CooExznist Party 

International Workers Order, fraternal ft insurance branch of C. 
National Committee to Aid the Victims of German Fascism 
National Committee to Defend political Prisoners 
National Committee for Peoples 1 lights 
National Council to Aid Agricultural Labor 
National Emergency Conference for Democratic Bights 
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
National Uriters Congress 
Negro Cultural Conalttee 
Negro Playwrights Company, Inc. 

NE3 V ASSES 

Non-Partisan Coccittee for Re-election of Congressman Vito 
llarcantonio 

Non-Sectarian Cocsaittee for Political Refugees 
PARTISAN 

1 Morris Schappes Defense Coordttee 
Southern Negro Youth Congress 
SOVIgT RUSSIA TODAY 
FIGHT 


At least two witnesses before the House Un-American Activities Comnittee 
called HUSHES a "Communist poet." 

Page 6kL, Appendix IX of the House Un-American Activities Committee 
States, "LAKOSTON HUSHES was for a period of approximately twenty years a . 
professed card-holding member of the Communist Party, USA." 

Page 262, Appendix XX calls subject, *a card-holding member of the 
Cpoauniat Party." 

Hughes also wrote the following alleged "poetry*. 


•Oood morning. Revolutions 

You* re the very best friend 
I ever had 

We gonna pal around together from now on.* 

V * 















■Listen, Christ,* 

You did all right in your day, I reckon— 

Put that day 1 s cone new. 

They ghosted you up a swell story, too. 

Called it 3ibla— 

But it* s dead now. 

The popes and the preachers 're 
Hade too mch money from it. 

They' we sold you to too many. » 

4 Kings, generals, robbers, and killers 

? Even to the Csar and the Cossacks, 

Even to Rockefeller's Church 
Even to the Saturday Evening post, 

You ain* t no good no more; 

* — They pawned you 

Till you' we done wore out. 

Goodbye i 

Christ Jesus, Lord, God Jehovah, 

Beat it on away fron here now. 

Take way for a new guy with no religion at all — 

A real guy naaed 

Uarx, Cominis t, Lenin, Peasant, Stalin, Worker, 13— 

1 said, list 

Go ahead on now, 

Tou' re setting in the ray of things. Lord. 

And please take Saint Ghandl with you ^ien you go. 

And Saint Pope Pius, 

And Saint Alnee KcPherson, 

And big black Saint Bee ton of the Consecrated Dime. 

And step on the gas, Christ l 
Itovei 

Don' t be so slow about oovin' V 
The world is nine from now on — 

And nobody' s gonna sell 13 
To a king, or a general. 

Or a millionaire. ■ 



0 
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REVOLUTION 


Great nob that knows no fttr 
Cone here I . 

And raise jour hand 
Against this nan 
Or iron and steel and gold 
Who's bought and sold 
Tou 

Each one 

For the last thousand Tears* 


i 


Cone here. 

Great sob that knows no Fear 
and Tear hia liab fro* lij*>. 
Slit his golden throat 
Ear to ear, 

and end his time forever 
Now — 


This /ear 

Great mob that knows no fear* 


— Langston Hughes 




June 16, 1946 


„ t'o»»»*#»on on ji»n»«berfa2 Training 

The Methodist Church 
610 Broadway 
Mashvills 2, Tenneeeee 




Dear 


In Ur, Boover , s absence from the city your letter 


of June let enclosing a communtcati on from Langston Hughes 
has been oalled to my attention . Ihts exchange of 
correspondence is somewhat mystifying to me since it appears 
that you have questioned the propriety of quoting the poem 
Goodbye Christ," by Langston HugKes in Ur, Hoover's lecture 
Secularism - A Breeder of Crime," which I had the privilege 
of presenting for him at the Conference of Jethodist 
Ministers in Kvanston, Illinois , on tfovenher 26, 1947, 
frankly, tt would appear to me that had there been any question 
about the propriety of jising this poem, certainly Ur, Hoover 
should have been consulted. While I have not checked into 
the law on the subject, nevertheless, it seems to ne that 
this'poen is in the publtc domain and is a matter of public 
record. As a natter of- fact, it is recorded in full in the 
printed hearings of the Specir.l Committee on Un-American 
Activities, 75th Congress, 3rd Session, Volume II, page 13C6. 
Likewise it appeared on a poster advertising Langston if^ghes' 

“ appearance at a Book and Author i. -h*on at 7ista Del A/royo 
Hotel, Pasadena, California, on .'for. -r 13, 1940, 7 his 

poster was reprinted in the December 21, 1940, issue of 
The Saturday Evening' Post, A photostattc’ copy of pr.gr j.: of 
, this issus of The Saturday Evening Post is enclosed 



Volume 14 of the printed hearings of the Special , : 


June lA, 1943 


Lang* ton Hughes, for example, ha* run for office on the 
Comnuniat Party ttcket." 

Lang* ton Hughe*’ explanation that tn thi* poe * he 
characterixe » the extreme right ae eeen by the extreme 2*/t 
t» on insult to the intelligence of anyone who can read . If 
there ever was o blasphemous utterance , it to thle poem t and 
while I note that he now declines to grant permission to 
reprint the poem , it certainly would appear that he had not 
withdrawn it from otrculation at the tine it was used to 
advertise the above-mentioned luncheon that he was to address . 

Before sulking any recommendation * to Hr. Hoover , I 
would like to know exactly what question has been raised 
about the use of the poem. It is a matter of publto record 
and ft would oppear to be fn the publia doaatn. I /rankly 
do not like the tdea of vacillating in a case such as this 
and I an inclined to recommend and to urge that the Director 
withdraw the entire lecture from publtcati on if the poem 
is deleted therefro n. Jloaever, before doing this I i ranted, 
the additional information. 

* Sincerely yours, 

/ * , ' _ 

/-• ^ 


Enclosure 



# 

THE COMMISSION 

BISHOP PAUL S. KERN. CHM. 

NabkvhjlX Tom. 

BISHOP JAMES C. BAKER 
Loo amolu C*uf. 


S10 BROADWAY 

NASHVILLE 2. TENNESSEE 

with ths Boo/d of Education 


BISHOP CHARLES W. FLINT 
Washington. O. C- 

BISMOP WILLIAM CL MARTIN JUHO 1 , lO^O 

Topeka. Kan. 9 


PRES ARLO A. BROWN 
Madison. N. J. 

PROP. ROBERT W. OOOOLOC 
0*1 » as Tex. 

PROP. ALBERT CL KNUOSON 
Cammml Mass. 

PROP. HARRIS P. RALL. SECY 
Evanston. Ka_ 

PROP. W. AIKCM SMART 
Emory Uwvcmmr. Oa. 


OR. BACHMAN O. HOOOE. TREAS. 

Cmattamosa. Tew. 

PRES. OIDCON I. HUMPHREYS 
Hash Point, n. C. 

OR. OSCAR T. OLSON 
CLEVELAND. O. 

PRES. R. FRANKLIN THOMPSON 
Tacoma, wash. 


DR. NOLAN B. HARMON. J*. 

NEW Yon A. N. Y. 

OR. HARRY W. McPHERBON 
na&hvilljl Ton 


Mr. J. Edpar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of If.V' ntiret 

Washing tun, £ . c. 

Deer Mr. Hcovcr: * 


The cncl'i cure 3 fivn: Lan^otcn Hurr.*:;. the either 
cf "Goodbye Chrl3t" f erylcl:.3 vhy ve arc hevi i\r 
to delete yoitr quotation c; this y^en f r;r. e;r ferth- 
CGKlng vulur.e, ThX rhHiSTIA!. FAIT}! AS) SKXUPITM . 

Ve are sorry but cen veil understand the c I re .:u.ta; cor 

for his attitude. 

* 


K-ct cordially yci rs , 


J. RICHARD SP 
ICUtAliOnM. Dl 







Cn tour, 
May 24, 
1343. 


810 Bro adv.-ay, ^ . 
Nashville, Tennessee. 




My dear 


It-: 


Your letter of May 13 just reaches me as I 
am completing a cross-country lecture tour, having 
been away from New York since early March. 

My answer to your request is that I do no t 
grant permission for the use of tlye poem. Goodbye 
Christ in the book being published by the Abingdon 
Cokesbury Tress. 

The Gerald L. K. Smith forces, the Klan, 
and other anti-Negro groups have, in recent years, 
usually on unsigned mimeoggfipiaed sheets and entirely 
without permission distributed this poem as representa- 
tive of my thoughts and work, often mutilated and cut, 
or combined with portions of other poems out of context. 
The poem was written about twenty years ago, is not in 
any of my own books, and because it w-s widely mi6unaer- 
stood when it first appeared---irony and satire being 

difficult to use in poetry, it seems I withdrew the 

poem from circulation. The perBonB who have put it into 
circulation again are hardly up to any good purpose, 
being the mos't anti-Negro, anti-labor, and anti^ er. - 6h 
groups in our America. I would hate to see the. 

Commission on Ministerial Training of the Methodist 
Church helping them to continue their misrepresentation 
with no reference to the hundreds of other poems I have 
written, a number of them as in the FEET O’ JE3US section 
of my book, THE DREAM KEEFER, being of a religious 

nature clearly so in oo ntraBt to the irony of the poem 

GOODBYE CHRIST which is, to mind, most sympathetic to 
the symbol of good which certainly the very forces now 
distributing the poem are helping to drive from the ra.nds 

of men. 

Rushing for a train, I regret this'haety answer. 


Sincerely yours. 




Lanceti 


she s 


CONCERN! NO "OOODBYE. CHRIST" 

*7 


Langston Hughes 


In the early days of tho Amorioan depression, I wrote a poem 
called, GOODBYE, CHJJIST, which later eppoared In tho NEGRO WORKER. 

Ever so. often, slnoo Its eppearonoo, 1 havo been terraod on oooasion 
a Communist, or an Atheist, usually by tho most reactionary and un- 
Chrlstian-liko groupe in Amerloa, namoly tho Amorloa First group, 
the Gorald L. K. Smith organizations, and during tho 1944 presidential 
campaign, by various anti-Roosovolt popors liko tho NEW YORK DAILY 
MIRROR and tho NEW YORK SON. Tho organizations which hevo attacked mo 
through this poon ero, for tho most port, tho most anti-Negro, anti— 
Jewish, and anti-labor groups in our country. They could, thoroforo, 
hardly be oallod Christian, or be ohorcctcrizcd as acting in behalf 
of Christ whoso tceohlngs thoy oorteinly do not honor, 

I am not a mombor of tho Communist Party now and havo never boon 
a mombor of tho Communist Party, 

I am hot now an atholet end havo nevor bocn an atheist, although^ 

I must say that I do not bollovo In an anti- Jewish, anti-Negro, anti- 
Labor God, On pogo 55 of # tho DREAM KEEPER I writoi 

MA LORD 

Mo. Lord ain’t no etuok-up men, 

Ma Lord, ho ain’t proud. 

When ho goes a-wclkin’ 

Ho gives mo his hendw 
"You no friend," ho ’lowed. 

Ma Lord knowed whnt it wns to work. 

Ho knowed how to proy. 

* Uo Lord’s life wes troublo, too,_ 

Trouble over day. 

Ma Lord ain’t no stuck-up men. 

Ho’s a friend o’ mine. 

When Ho went to heebon. 

His soul on firo. 

Ho tolo mo I was g’wine. 

He said, "Sho you'll come wid Me 
An’ bo ma frier.d through ctornlty." 

In GOODBYE, CHRIST, I cheractorizo the extreno right as soon 
by tho oxtremo left who, at tho moment when I wrote it, seemed to bo 
mutually bidding Christ goodbyo, Just *<s during Y J orld V.’cr II they seemed 
to bo together In praying for euccess ot arms, trouble haring brought 
out tho roligion In their souls in spite of a difference in Ideologies. 


A. ^ 

I h*vo written nor.y po.nr chcrcotcri zir.g n n ny different kinds of 
people end expressing none/ varied ideas, some seriously, sene rrtiricel- 
,ly, some ironically. For inrtar.oo, in ny bock of poems, 5:{AK'-:SF r ARE IK 
HARLI24, thcro is o pocn called Kt' KLUX in which r. Dlrr.mrn spooks. But 
I on not o Klrnsnon. In THE WEARY BL'JEG thoro is c peem called MOTHER 
TO SON in which on aged mother srccks, Dut I cm not en eged mother. 

In SKAK'GPEARE IN HARLEM there is c poem colled wiDCP" v.*0?:a:j in which 
o womon lements tho loss of her husbond. But I cm not r.ysclf c widow, 
woman, although I use tho prenoun "I" to chcm ctcrizc tho woman, end 
it is my poem, 

Mr, Archibald Model sh before the senators said, "Cn-_ of the 
occupctionol hazzrrds cf writing poetry is running the risk of being 
mi sunder stood," 

America’s greatest r.nd most democratic book of poems, *"dt ■■'•'hi t- 
non’e LEAVES OF GRASS, he 3 on occasion in some American communities 
in the past been banned on the grounds of obscenity. 

Certainly ny poem, GOODEY 1 '., CHRIST, ie no reflection on Christ, 
but rather n reflection on those who use or misuse Christ for material 
reasons, I hnvo, personally, the grertest respeot for slnccro religion- 
ists, but none whatsoever for professional rocketeers in religion, nor 
for those who use religion as on nnti-lnbor, anti- scncti c, anti-Negro, • 
anti-dcnocrrtic weapon fbr thwarting tho progress of tho common men. 

The UrvAnoricen Conmittoo, George Sokoleky,ond Henry J, Taylor* 
hevo stated thrt I hovo belonged to mony subversive organizations. I 
an curious to know what they arc, 1 an also curious to know why, if 
thet bo truo, tho FBI has not locked me up, 

I hovo in tho* past belonged to tho JOHN REED CLUB, the AMERICAN 
LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND F/SCISM, and tho LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 'OUTERS, 
none of which are now in existence. But many other Amcric on writers 
hovo belonged to ono or ell of these orgar.l zctior.o, including such dis-' 
tlnguished persons ns Ernest Hemingway, Dorothy Prrkcr, Vincent Shoe an,, 
and the loto Hoywood Broun, I was novor awaro that any of theso organi^ 
zotions were subversive, An3 they certainly had the merit of not being 
onti-Negro, which is lese than con be said cbout the committee which has 
toroid such voneroble rnd conservative Nogro lenders re Mary 
MeLced Bothuno pnd William Pickens dangerous reds, 

r 

In many pooms, stories, and crticloe --- from tho short story, 

ONE FRIDAY MORNING in AN ANTHOLOGY OF AMERICAN NEGRO LITERATURE (Modorn 
Library) to FREEDOM’S PLOW (Mueetto Publishers,) o radio poor, writton 
for Mr. Paul Muni to doliver for tho Hationcl Urban League, I hevo 
• statod whiit Is my own attitude toward Amorioo rnd A.-.orionn demcorooy. 

My speeches hove ofton been recorded in shorthand, on rooords and 
on wire in vorious ports of our country end abroad by persona wishing to 
koep on rooord ny public utteronecs •— for reasons of their own, I 
reckon. But no ono who has heard mo spook has ovor .coma book with tho 
accusation of subversion. My vorbsl and writton words oro evoilobln 
for any who wish to consider thorn. 

I oonoede to onyono tho right to reed ma nor not, as he flay ohooee, 
to publish ne or not, to invito mo to spook or not, as doalrod, I also 


» ri 




feel (and especially sir** one of tho Four Freed-:.*? is Freedom of Speech) 
■that I have the right to oppoao in speech cr writing those who would 
neko of doaoersoy or religion a rcoctioncry, evil, rr.d hnrrJul nosk 
for anti-Negro, onti-lobor, anti- eonitic, end onti-Ar.cric'n octlvitica. 

I would like to aoe on America where pooplc of ony r« ce color 

ln«.°I°' d 4-w ry ^ 8 plpnc ° f culturcl «md coterinl well-being, coop ret. 

.nd ZTr U ^ nicr °* ^ flcctoripn, racial, or factional prcjSdlw. 

•nd hernful intolerences thot do nobody eny good* * J 






r«t 


JHDAY i 


)SC *037 






WE SEE EY THE PAPER* 


D OUBLE SPRINGS. ALA .: Win- 
ston County »ent Republican u 
wuai In 1940. though all other Ala- 
Wins eountits Toted Demucratir h) 
phaaUbee of m much as 75 to 1. This 
county has fone Democratic only one- 
tines tbs Civil War in 19JJ. ■ hi-n 
party Strife split the Republicans and 

! a vs tbs county to Roosevelt. 1006 to 
006. Winston is knosn as tbe Frve 
Buta, having, on July 4. 1861. for- 
mally tsdfd from tbe Confederacy 
hy popular vote. It furnished five 
Companies of infantry to the Union 
Army. In 1864, when the Confederacy 
enforced tbe draft and carried off a 
local youth to Ja3 in Jasper, a poaee 
bom Winston stormed Jasper, freed 
toa pri s on e r and burned the jsll. 


CbaoXMATl: For more than sixty 
i this dty has owned outright a 
double-tracked, main- 
ftas railroad from here to Chattanooga. 
Whan tbs LoutirfUs A Naahv-Qle arms 
«pra ad soon after tbs Civil War. tbe 
Aft sf rtrw traffic from Cincinnati to 
Imtini&B so alarmed this dty that it 
Ulti to build a competing line. 

I1M00.000 before tbe road 
Wto BT 1677. Ones familiarly 

bm as tbs Queen A Crescent route, 
tbs be has k mm operated since 1881 
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ATTENTION CHRISTIANS ! ! 


■ nrt to HUDd ch* BaoL ft Autboi 
At 

VISTA DEL ARROYO HOTTL. 
Nuira*. Citi/l'M 


tu(uhroi» 


FRIDAY. NOVEMBER l)TH, 1940— »t 12:15 Promptly 
Htnr tbe Dill i nguiihtJ Young Stgro Pott 

LANGSTON HUGHES 


Avtlor of tW foUowuig poem, sod i 
Asihcw iKiioe of Mow 


imb»f of iK# 


"INTERNATIONA!. UNION OF REVOLUTIONARY 
WRITERS” 


- GOODBYE CHRJTT 


"Ltern. Chrsu. 
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AaJ Hmr 

OlORGE PALMER PUTNAM 
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caoassiCN on ministerial train imo 

THE METHODIST CHURCq 
810 Broadway 
Nashville 2, Tennessee 

Affiliated with tha Board of Education 
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Mr. Louis B. Nichols, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Nicholas 

^ orwar ^*^ 

you a copyof^QfHJHH^letber of the Abingdon -Cokssbury 
Press, which-i trust gives you a better understanding of 
the L angs toirifug hea aqua si on. 

Neither the Commission nor the Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
has any sympathy for or defense of Mr. Hughes' views. 

We were concerned for complying with the legal aspects of 
copyright laws. 

* « I » • • • , 

yt # . • V ■*" 

Most cordially yours, -\.i 
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cmnissicn on 
The Methodist Church 
610 Broadway 
Nashville 2, Tannosaae 


94315 




I wish to acknowledge 

June 29th dong with that of | 

under date of June 24th with enclosure. I am frank to say 
co mmunication whi ch your assistant enclosed from 

s nothing short of anaslng. The 
ing of Mr. Hoover's lecture exceeds anything I haws 
ewer heard of and if ever a public official was insulted , t 
it was Mr. Hoover by the action which was taken by you 
people in questioning a statement in his speech and then 
communicating with a character like Langston Hughes with a 
view of securing permission for Mr. Hoover to quote his 
po^a-. As a natter of fact, there is no record of Hughes* 
poeafr coodbys Christ * in the Copyright Section of the 
Lihzwxy of Congress.ClX!) . < V 

1 an enclosing a photoptatic copy of page 124 of 
the July issue of Beader*s Digest which you nay have 
missed. It quotes a few lines from Langston Hughes' poem 
end I an informed by one of the Senior Iditore of Beader* s 
Digest that they did not get permission Iron Langston Hughes 
to quote his poem in Reader's Digest. (JXj 

thing that frankly infuriates ne is the thought 
that thjwdn gdon-Coke a bury Press and you would take it upon 
youraSvesto eonunicate with~an individual like Langston 
Hughes without at least giving Mr. Hoover the courtesy of 
saying whether he would agree to having his lecture edited 
in tide wanner. Mere it not too late 1 would urge the 
Director nost Vigorously to withdraw the lecture, lhat ie 
particularly heart-rending to ae as a Methodist is to observe 
one of the great bodies of the church perfoxming in such an 
amateurish wanner. I think that the quicker everybody jn 
the Methodist Church awakens to the true mission of the - 
church and stops palliating people like Langston Hughes 
our church will become wore militant and nore effective .V^A/ 
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bk OvAlBIUIP x * 
\\\ . 


1500 loth Street, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 
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July 9, 1948 


Humes' explanation as to why ho wrote this poem 
is an insult to intelligence and certainly 1 could not 
stonach his southings. While we are an the subject* it likewise 
seess to ee that the Methodist Church has no right to be 
giving a fonts to officials of the Coanunlst Party to spread ~ 
their hateful lies and deceitful propaganda when they, a re 
anti-Christ# anti-God* anti -church and anti- religionary 


1 have no doubt that once the book- of lectures cosies 
out sane question will be raised on the deletion that was 
wade in Mr. Hoover's lecture without his pezsission inawauch 
as we have already sent out several hundred copies of this 
lecture ourselves. Should any questions be raised* I for one . 
would be in favor of a straightforward statement of exactly.' 
what happened* knowing full well that it wobld not inure to w 
the credit of ^ the editor of the ibingdcn-Cokeabury Press or 
yourself. (j(} ) ’•.**, • 

I V.ry truly jour*. 9431 6 


^ U B. 


Nichols 
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COMMISSION ON MINISTERIAL TRAINING 

THE METHODIST CHURCH 

. 810 Broadway * ’ . . 

Nashville 2, ?«ne»Mt . 

Affiliated with the Board of Education 
June 24> 1948 
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Mr. Louis 8. Nichols, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
0. s. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Nichole i 


94312 


mitll eclm oeledge your letter of June 16th to 
Tj^MB^nfortunately, it arrived during hie 
^^^^aosence from the city e 



Realizing the importance of your conn uni cation 
and its possible effect on the publication of 
SECULARISM AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, I conferred with 
the Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, the publishers or the 
book, attached is a copy of a letter they have 
wrltteJHHHto'hich , e te forth the facts aad is. 
•n effor^^IarTfy the natter. 1 trust it eny 
throw light on the problem. 

LI be in the office next week. Tou nay 
early reply from him. 


With good wishes, I as 
Very truly. 


iTil • il 



. F n 1 

. st jui rif Ms 









June 21, 1948 



Thank you for letting at set the letter of June 16 
frcn Mr. Louis B. Nichols of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
regard to -the chapter by J. Edgar Hoover in CHHI3TUN FAITH jUU) 0 
SECULARISM. " _ Tf^JTO 



As you till recall, the poem "Goodbye Christ” by Langston •' 
Hughes was cut out of this chapter entirely at our insistence. Our 
reason for doing so was to avoid risk of infringing upon a copyright. 

It has been our regular practice to insist that all authors funJ.sh 
us with written permission of the copyright owners covering copyright 
material they have quoted in their text. If through our own investi- 
gation we have been unable to satisfy ourselves with regard to the 
copyright status ef material, we have insisted that evidence be fur* 
niahed us that it is in the public doaain,and in the absence of such 
evidence have frequently deleted passages fra our books. It was 
entirely on this basis that the Hughes poea was deleted froa Mr. Hoover's 
chapter; we paid no attention to the weaning of the selection in waking 
our decision, and would have done the sane thing if the poea had been, 
for example, the words of a hym or a lyric about the beauties of nature. 

It is unfortunate that we did not get in touch with Mr. 
Hoover when we first struck the difficulty involved in this poea, as 
we would have done if our contract bad been directly with hia. Hew- * . >' 
aver, under the circumstances we endeavored to discover the source ef 
the poea—since Mr. Hoover had neglected to give any source in formation" 
— and meanwhile sent the copy on to the typesetter. Zt was not until : 
some days later, alter we already had preofs, that we were able to ' * ' 
locate the source of the poea and discovered that Langston Hughes was 
the author. Since Hughes has had quite a bit of literary work published 
by established publishers and therefore presuaably knows soaething about 
copyright and would probably be inclined to be careful to protdct his 
writings and oppose any infringe® ait of his copyrights, there seeaed 
every reason to consider this poem likely to be copyright and to fear 
some sort of action by the copyright owner in case we should infringe 
copyright. 

As soon as we discovered the authorship of the poea, 
we informed you and asked that you write immediately to the author to 
request his permission if he should be owner of the copyright, or the 
. name and address of the copyright owner in case he should have assigned T ^ t 
it to sows publisher. This was the natural procedure to follow, sinee,-^- 
you * ‘ ? \ ■ 
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-June 21, 1948 — page 2 


you had boon obtaining such permissions for other quote ti ora in the t 
book. It ie my recollection that you wrote a letter to Hughes right 
away and dispatched it by air mail in the hope of getting a reply 
before our scheduled date for approving final proofs for the press, 
which by that time was only a week or ten days off. Ve then held the 
proofs as long as we could, although everything else had been cleared 
several days earlier, and then after we had waited as long as possible, 
telephoned your office and, learning that no reply had been received 
as yet, deleted the poem and the comment about it and sent the proofs 
back to the printing plant with our O.K. for press as quickly as 
corrections marked could be made. 

The reply from Hughes arrived several days later, as 1 
recollect, and therefore had no bearing on our action in deleting the 
poem —which had been deleted because we did not have copyright clearance 
and not because of anything Hughes had to say about it. If Hughes had 
given his permission instead of refusing it, it would have made no 
difference to us, since it was than too late to put the poem back into 
the book. 

I might add that, if any of us had wished to delete the 
poem on account of its content, we should most certainly have done so 
at an earlier stage, since we wore put to quite a bit of trouble and 
expense to readjust the paging in order to take care of such a last- 
minute change. 

94314 * 

Sincerely yours, .. ... ; ^ 
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foundry Methodist Chur oh ■ 

1500 16th 8treet, lorthwest /iUl 


Washington* D. C. 
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' You racall that last su«*nar,you spoke to we i* ;.• A , 
Mr. Hoover’s absanco about tha Annual Conference on 
Ministarial Training at Garratt Institute* Bvanston, Illinois* 
at whioh time Mr. HooTar aooaptad an invitation to deliver 
a lactura. As you know, Mr. Hoover praparad a laotura but 
found it impossible to deliver it parsonally and, aooordingly, 
I was dssignatsd to present .his laotura to tha group. ^ j 

Tha laotura was sohadulad 
shookad to receive lattar 

on Juna 1st anolosing a communication from Langatorrjlug has 
denying permission to tha Abingdon-Cokesbury hrass to raprint 
his poam, "Goodbye Christ." In this connection^ I am anolosing 
a oopy of a personal lattar I sent tc|j||S^S^^F^ n tha 
Director’s abaence. ^laraalso anc losing an_ exohang e_of 

res pop d ance withflH|H^nd hi 

^^^iated Juna 24 and June 29 together with a oopy of 

^TTof today. k - 

*’'** ' i thought you should know^of this situation. I : 
have never heard of a publio official of Mr. Hoover’s 
stature being treated so shabbily and* frankli^^^t^^^^tha 
tha notion of tha Abingdon-Coke sbury Fresstan^HHBV 1 " 
nothing short of being an insult. This whole situation 
hurts me doubly because, after all, this is an offioial 
body of ay own church 

With bast wishes and kind regards 
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La B* Bioholf 
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Office Memorandum ‘ united government 


r 


TO ^DIRECTOR, FBI 

fJ0* u ‘ 001 HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIETD 

r tOBJBCT: IAKOSTCN HUGHES 

SEGURITI MATTER - C 
(Bureau file #100-15139) 


OATS: July 21 1 lftS 




■x 

f 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated July 12, 19U8, captioned 
as above. In which this office was requested to ascertain from the filos of 
the House Committee on Un-Amerloan Activities, when and where IANGSTGN 
HUGHES ran for office on the Communist Party ticket* It is to be nobed 
that on page 81*7U, Volume lii of the report of the Special Coondttee on 
^Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 77th Congress, Dr. J.B. 
^MATTHEWS, then Research Director far the Camittee, stated that HUGHES 
^■nas run for office on the Ceramist Party ticket”* (^jT) 

Although the filos of the HCUA are voluminous in regard to 
LANGSTON HUGHES, identifying the original source, there is no further 
record as to when and idiere he ran on the Communist Party ticket. Mo 
exhibit was offered where MATTHEWS testified. It is known that Dr* 

MATTHEWS maintains a large personal file on Communist activities and nay 
therefore be in a position to state from his records when and where HUGHES 
ran for office on the Ceramist Party ticket, 

Unless a good reason exists to the contrary, the New lark Office 
is requested to interview J. B. MATTHEWS. 311 West 56th Street, New Tark 19, 
New York, far the desired information. ( b! 'j 

This case is therefore being RUC'd to the Mew York Offi oe«[2i) 



ec-New York (100-25776) 
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"Office Memorandum • united stages government 


r' 

TO 

FROM 


Director, FBI. 


OATS: 8-6-4 8 




New York. 

/ • 

SUBJECT: IANGSTON HUGHES, 

SECURITY UA.TTER - C. 
. (Bufile 100-15139) 


IvO 


Re Washington Field Office letter to Bureau dated 7/21/48, 
requesting this office to contact J. Br"7&TTHEWS # 311 West . 
56th Street, New York, N. Y., for certain desired information. (_U ) 


As the Bureau has been previously advised J. B. MMTHEA3 is 
considered highly unreliable and this office has not been 
contacting him without prior Bureau authority. Therefore, 
unless advised to the contrary this office will not oontact 
MATTHEWS for the desired information.^ j 



ect 


Washington Field (100-16762) 



4r.nnnEn-$( 
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100-25776 




SAC, Mm lark 

* * *• * 

j . Director, FBI 

-f ' - 

J . IASGBTOM HU0H2S - 
SBCDRITI MUTTER - 0 
Tour File 100-25776 


August 19, 1948 
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Rsurlst dated August 6, 1948. As you bars pointed out In the 
referenced letter, Mr. J, B. Matthews, 311 Mast 56 th Street, lev Xork,- - 
Bee York, nay be considered unreliable . Bsverthelass, the Bureau oan ** . • 
v ••• uo objootion to asking bln the specif lo question as to ebon and A- 
...where the subject ran on a Comuniat Party ticket. ? In the erent be is* “ 
able to furnish that information it is, of course, expected that you will 
set out leads to serif y the infomation from independent sources, (if) 


H >• f 
• V ' * . 


Matth 


liCp^ioo-15139 rj 


In slow of the foregoing, you are authorised to oontaot 
« and secure fron bin the desired Information. In') 
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Office Memoi^ndum 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Men Xork 
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LANGbTCN HUGHES 
SECURITY NATTER - C 
( Bureau file 100-15139) 


• UNITED 



SUBJECT: t 



' JOVERNMENT 

DATE* December 3 , 1948 

+ ■ 

, , I 

•' * 


Reference is made to ftireau letter to Nee York dated August 19, 1948* (li 

Dr. JOSEPH ‘BMIATTHEVS, 3U lest 56th Street, Nee loric City, eas 
intervieeed as requested and after a thorough reviee of his files advised 
that be had no evidence there to substantiate his remark that the subject 
had been a candidate on a Communist Party ticket* He said that it eas his 
belief that the information came from the "Daily Worker" sometime in the . 

Fall of 1936* A careful reviee of issues of the "Daily "orker" during 
that pe: iod in the years 1935-1938 {lid not reflect any mention of HUGHES 
as a Communist Party Candidate* (il 

f ad vi sea that as a member of the New 
Party he recalled that LANGSTON HUGHES 
Party Election ticket in 19 36 and aga^ 

?aid that on both occasions the 

National Committee of the Co mm unist Party discussed the suggestions of tfie 
State Committee and both times vetoed the idea, claiming that HUGHES was 
more valuable to the r arty interests in hie capacity as a writer and lecturer* 

The informant added that he had no doubt as to the subject's membership in 
the Communist Party* ^ | v 


Confidential Informan 
Xork State Committee, Communist 
was sug b ested as a Candidate on 
in 1938* Confidential Informan 
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.•(• SAC ’ iww York 


Dear 81r: 


December 7# 19U8 


JAMES LAHOSTCN HUGHES, W 
88 CUR ITT MATTER - C 
Iff York Fils 100-29776 


fa) 



A review of the files at the Bureau in connection with this subject 
has revealed that a report has noi been received from your of fice concei 
the subject since the report of Special Agent 

dated — 12 -9- 1 6 * t H ew Yo rk 

While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically oh Security Index card subjects unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
ting forth the extent of the subject’s present activities in connection with 
the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 
considered a threat to the internal security. 

In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 
summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description of the subject has not been 
reported, that, too, shoul'd be included in the report and also placed on the 
reverse Aide of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter Ho. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. J 

In the event the subject's current address is not the same as that’ 
which appears on the Security Index card, you shodld correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 

In order that the Security. Index will contain only the names of those 
individuals who can be considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
this country, the Bufcau desires that you carefullly appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, b&Ved on his present position and activities or 
past position and activities K cannot be considered such as threat, then in ad- 
dition \rr 
card be 
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you should recommend that the Security Index 

mr> 


MAILED 1 5 ^ 

This matter should receive your immediate attention. 
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Very truly yours* - 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


( 


A* 




f 

\ 




.* 






SAC, Washington 
Direetor.ni 

L~ i^rasTaSwffigs ' 

'<5^-: *3* ‘ : ; SKUBTir MATTS 1 - C 

- » -• 4 > % * .4 " ? ' 


.V? f f •«- *3J* # r* V* 

f ■* i. .*« i *2 . • 


vril ; - . ; 

»k. ■ *- 


■ V: Jr 


v*. 


■ *. . . • 


JxHj 12, 194 8 

• *. - ' W/. * ;• * • r- • r 

• * • A -A r 1 - •• . 

' • ‘ <C •*.*t ’ * 

■■•■/-■■ v . 5r4;V»' 4*.j 

y. * . •- . *»■ 

-•i"' '• V" 


An examination of the Bureau record* reflect* that on Pag* 8474, 

Volun* 14 of the report of the Special Cooaittee on Un-Aaerican Activities, ' 
Bouse of Representatives, 77th Congresa, Dr. J. B. Matthews, Research Director ., 
for the Cooaittee in hia testimony atated that Langston Hughes *has rm tor— ‘.A’** 

^ Aft M • . m mm . mm m m mm / A . * w . . . _ «,e ^ 
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offioe on the Cc — u niat Party ticket.” {jSj 
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A further ezanination of the Bureau files reflect* that this in- " r 
formation has been quoted in Bureau reports, but there is no indication that 
any atteapt has been nad* to verify the inforaation. For that reason, you 
are requested to contact the appropriate official of the Cooaittee on Un- 
Ana ri can Activities for the purpose of ascertaining when and where Hughes 
— - a ca n didate for public office oo‘ 7 


m the Coanaist Party ticket. [\lY 
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DATE WHS* MACS * | PW*tOO WO* 


6/13/49 


yXZiLiLVi 



V JAKES LANGSTON HUGHES, wa: 
’.Langston Hughes 


SECUBITT HATTER - 

• ’ -il *' . 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


"J 


acehcy / ^c-- 
^req, i . : v:_g=i£ 

RA* 


Subject now residing at 30 East 137th 8treet, ETC. T -' * 
Articles in the "Daily Yorker* and other publications 
reflect subject still active as a negro poet, 
playvridbt and lecturer* Informant advises subject. 
f\ was suggested as a candidate in 1936 and 1938 on 

QL the Coanunist Party election ticket and turned 
-rrv down by the lational Comal t tee of the Coanunist Party 
because he was considered more valuable to the 


as a writer and lecturer* 



* < 

•*' Bureau 


:• 57 JUNl 3 l 949 . : -’i"' 












address and. .that though be was available for lectures, he planne 
la Sew York Indefinitely to work on a play which he wae writing. 


ined to r« 


The records of Local Board nun her 58, 138th Street aa'd Broadway, 
lev; York City, reflected that the subject, a negro, was born on february 1, . 
■1902 at Joplin, Missouri, and is a citisen of the United States. (LI) . 

The May lb, 1946 issue of the "Daily Worker* carried an article 
entitled "Yugoslav Medical kid Campaign Opens Today." The article reflected 
that a three-day tag drive for Yugoslav relief would be opened with a noon- 
day rally on the steps of the sub-treasury building, imong the names of 
persons listed as endorsing the campaign was "JAJtES LAXGSTOU HUGHES, negro poet 
and author.” 

The Sovember 9, 1946 issue of the "Daily Worker" carried an article 
entitled "2000 Hotables Attend USSR Celebration." Under this caption it 
was reflected that a reception was held at the Soviet Bmbassy, Washington, 

D.C. in celebration of the 29th anniversary of the October Revolution. 

Listed among the guests was "LAyGSTOM HUGHES, negro poet.” ) 


The January 28, 1947 issue of the "Daily Worker” carried en article 
entitled "An Impressive Musical Drama of Tenement Life.” Under this caption, 
it was stated that LAUGSTCN HUGHES, whose picture was also carried, wrote 
the lyrics to "Street Scene* 'a play written by XLIHO^{flICI.^t| | 

The Jebruary 11, 1947 issue of the "Daily Worker” carried an article 
entitled "Piryt 'Mainstream 1 Off the gross." Under this caption, it was 
stated th£>£*Mainstream” a literary quarterly which "invites the participation > 
of both Marxists and non-Marxists progressive writers," was going on sale. , 
Among the list of contributors was "LAHGSTOH HUGHES, the great negro poet." t|] 

The April 7, 1947 issue of the "Daily Worker" carried an article 
entitled "Langston Hughes Has a Hev Book." Under this caption, it was stated 
that LAKGSTOU HUGHES woeld have a> new book of poems, "fields of Wonder" 
published by ALTRED A^Xh'0FH.(U^ 



.The September 27, 1947 issue of the "Dally Worker" carried an article { 
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entitled “Writing Out Loud Session Pastures Langston Hughes.* Under «il» enption, 
it use stated thet tine subject's poem, “Chicago, South Side would be presented. 

It was further stated that this affair was produced by the Literature Chapter 
of the Cultural Division of the Hational Hegro Congress, J 

The April 12. 1948 issue of the “Post* and “Hoae Iews“ carried 
an article entitled “Rescind Invitation to legro Poet.“ Under this 
it wes stated that a scheduled appearance of the subject at Tallejo, CalifornU, , 
on April 15, 1948, had been cancelled by the Yallejo Council for Civic Unity 
on the grounds of “unpleasant notoriety connected with the nxsor that he is 
* Co«munist.“ /|jl) 

On December 3, 1948, Confidential InformantHBH^dvised that * 
he recalled that in 1936 and again in 1938 LANGSTOH HUGHES wes suggested y 
as a candidate on the Party Election ticket. The same informant said that 
on both occasions the Hational Committee of the Communist Party discussed 
.. the suggestions of the State Committee and both times vetoed the idea, • 
claiming that HUGHES wes more valuable to the Party interests In hit capacity 
os o writer and lecturer. The informant added that he had no doubt as to 
the subject's membership in the Communist Party. ) 

The September 13, 1947, issue of the “Pittsburgh Courier* carried 
an article entitled “Prominent Hames on House List.* The article stated 
that the House Committee on Un-American Activities had released a list of j •'•.** ? : 
prominent negro leaders saying that they were “Communists* or “Communist" ' ? ... } V 

sympathisers* as sponsors of the Civil .Bights Congress. The list included < ’.? ••• 

the name of the subject. ^VJO 

Confidential Informant T— 1 advised that at the 4th Session of 
the* Hational Committee plenum of the Communist Party, United States of America, 
attended by seventy Communist Party officials from all pver the United States 
and held at Hew York City Pebruary 4, 1948, WILLIAM l/ PATTERS Off of Illinois, 
in urging tne Party not to abandon the negro press, steted that columnists 
such as La*GST0K HUGHES, who advocate and advance the 3rd party , were available ftf) 

A memo dated June 7, 1947, concerning Communist Party activities 
in the Hew York uea which was furnisned by an unknown outside source, advised 
that the subject7was one of a “few well-known, highbrow intellectual Reds who 
Jfere backing DOlpVSST, a Communist preacher in Georgia.* (u|^ 

Confidential Informant T-2 furnished a booklet entitled “kiln * ' >■' , 

Reeve Rloor - 85th Anniversary* which was distributed June 20, 1947,' at aftj) *<• .. 

> • . « *• . ;; * i*-' v . *; 
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banquet held in honor of Bother BLOOB which contained the naae of LAKOSTOB 
HUGHES as one of its sponsors. H i\ /L)/V» \/kA 


Confidential InforBantHH^furnfehed a letterhead, dated 
March 26, 1947, of the American Society for Cultural Eolation# with Italy* 

On the reverse side of this stationery, under the heading of "Triends of 
Italian Denocrecy" was a list of naoss which included the nane of the subject. 

She sane informant on September 4, 1947, furnished a booklet entitled "Manual 
on Peace Education" issued by the Junior Section, International Yorkers Order, 

80 5th Avenue, Hew York City, which carried a poem entitled "The Black 
Soldier” which was written by the subject, (jjl) 

' The July - September, 1948 issue of the "Trends and Sides* Milford, 

Mew Jersey, carried an article entitled "Are Tou a Communist" written by 

the subject in which he explains that racial equality has succeeded in Communist 

Soviet. • ' 

Confidential Informant T-3 advised that a gronp of persons had 
received invitations to attend the Congress of Intellectuals Tor Peace to 
be held in Warsaw, Poland, August 25 to 28, 1948. Among the list of uersons 
who were to receive invitations was the name of the subject.^ } 

# Confidential Informant T-4 advised that she attended a meeting of Y* 

the national Council of Arts, Science and Professions held at Bidgsly Hall, * 
Baltimore, Maryland, May 2, 1948 . 8he furnished a 'leaflet which set forth ‘ ‘ 
the officers of the organisation. This leaflet included the name of the subject 
as a member- at-large J^Vl ^ 






The January 28, 1946, issue of the "Emily Yorker" carried an 
article on page eight column four entitled "Writers Pledge Strike 8upport." 

Under this caption, it w: s stated that fifty outs tarn ding writers, in m statement 
'released by the Literature Division of the Independent Cltisens Committee of 
\ the Arts, Science and Professions, had signed a pledge in support o f strikes 
-by organised labor. Included in the list was the name of the subject.^UY 

Confidential Informant 
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CONFIDENTIAL ICTORMAHTS 



Confident ini Informants mentioned in the report of 
’dated May 13, 1949 at Hew Tor^.j^^^ojk, are: 

T-l. . *•* Is^mj^a^ &X7 

repor^oi SAA^BHHHPenVitle^ 
■Communist Party, USA" dated 
Pebruary 27, 1948 at Hew Tork 


> # * 

i 'a • r 




T-2 


T-3 


T-4 





s Phila delphia Confidential Informant 
s revealed in the letter to 
f : >( . the Director from Philadelphia dated 
’ July 17,' 1947.;* * « r .-, f ", 

J ’ •# 

Uhrevealed confidential source aa 
mentioned in teletype from Washington 
Field dated July 26, 1948. 

Is Balticore Inf orman \mKm ? si 
mentioned in the lettex^o the 
Director from Baltimore dated June 2. 
1948. * 
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I Office Memorandum • united stages government 


TO « 


Director, FBI 


FROM Cy SAC, He» Tork 


DATE: August 5, 1949 C 

’ ::V 


JUBJECT:^ JAMBS LANGSTON HUffiES, wa., Langston Hughes c 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
.(Bureau tile lOOj-15139) . . 

Rerep of Sj 4HMH|HV5/13/49 , at New York City, which 
reflected that the subjec^w^resiaing at 20 East 127th Street, New York 

c«y.(v) (L)hYb \ 

On June 14, 1949, Confidential InforaantMM|Wreport«Yfchat 
the subject was at present a member of the faculty in the University of 
v/ v/\Chicago and was re siding at the International House of the University* of 
iiy^YKtehicago^BlBHpfurther stated that the subject held the position ofPoet 
C?A -A Residence in the Literature Departnent.fi/ ) r " 

On July 29, 1949, the subject was called under a suitable telephone 
pretext and it was determined that he was, at the present time, in New York 
City: however, no information could be developed as to the subject's connec- ✓ *\ 
tion with the University of Chicago or whether he has been residing in Chicago . (U J 

I The Chicago Office is requested to determine whether or not the 

I subject is a member of the Chicago University faculty and whether he has been 

" residing in Chicago as claimed above . (\)J 


2ce: Chicago 


' -? 
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Office Memorandum • united sta.es government 

(y i I 

I TO I DIRECTOR, FBI I DATS: October 21, 1949 


• to TXOW : SAC, CHICAGO . 

- SUBJECT: JAKES LANGSTON HUGilES, wa. 
Langston^Hughes 
SECURITY UATfER - C 
(3ureau File 100-15139) 






m 


mi) 


Reference is made to New York letter to the Director dated August 5, 

1949 concerning the captioned subject. /U) 

I40^w7 59tl^treet, Chicago, Illinois, advised / C 

September 23, 1949 that JAi*3S LANGSTON HUGHES had rSdeHniie^ K " A - 
International House free March 28, 1949 until June 10, 1949, at which 
time he returned to New York City and left a forwarding address of 
20 East 127th Street, New York City, New York. (^fj( j 

further advised that during the subject's stay in the 
International House, she learned through periodic conversations with 
him that he was employed as a visiting lecturer on poetry at the 
Laboratory School, which is the University High School of the University 
of Chicago* She advised that she understood that, though he was primarily 
occupied with teaching poetry in the University High School, he also 
gave several lectures on poetry before University groups, but she could 
not be more specific concerning these particular groups. She stated 
that 8 he also understood that he had been employed from March until June 
by the University of Chicago on a temporary basis and that he received 
approximately $400 far this work. ) 


m 


She stated that during HUGHES' stay at the International House, his 
conduct was exemplary and in his conversations with her he had filter 
indicated in any way that he believed in anything that would tfct* 
in irai cable to the United States Government. She advised thifc/her ‘* 
records reflected that HUGHES was barn on February 2, 1902 in Joplin, 
Missouri. \ 

A review of the indices of the Chicago Division reflects the following 
information concerning the captioned subject which is not already in 
the possession of the New York Division: ( \J| ) 


J September 20, 1948 that^farewell reception was held for PT LIT a h L. * 

PATTERSON, national cosmittee member of the Communist Party, under the 
auspices of the Civil Ri^its Congress at Curtis Hall, 410 S. Uchigan v 
TPJES DESTRoVfefiP 116 * Chicago, Illinois, on September 19, 1948. They advised that/ 14)/ ✓ 

'tit., v l j ‘ 

! 9 SEP 1 2 Iork Uoo-25776) RECORDED • 59 \ /t?, -//T / 1 ' 

, R INDEX®-® J' ~ X~ 

\V> . 100-17322 \j. > .1 2 0CI -(i i" ? 

^•'U3it!H3 Heec,Ar - ^ 




\ FAUL 


\ ttiuu ROBESON, CIITtSSSN, Chairman of the Comrunist Party in niinois, H£AMCR* 
A^IND, Secretary of the Civil Rights Concress in Illinois, and LANGSTON t 
HUGHES, 1 colored sympathizer, poet, and speaker, all eulogised PATTERSON for * 
his great work in the Conmvaiist Party. HUGHES spoke briefly at thia farewell 
reception and in his talk he ridiculed the Freed on Train, then in Chicago, and 
stated, "How can it be a Freedom Train when colored people are discriminated 
against and have to use the rear door in order to view the false documents of 
the freedom they haven *t got, 




Lbe^asbeing an agert 


For reporting purposes, should b® given a suitable 

temporary symbol and describe^aToelng an agency that collects security 
information in the Chicago area.(U| 

The April 10, 1949 edition of "Ihe Worker" on 3 » c ^ r ^f 1 “ nfrn 

article entitled, "LANGSTON HUGHES to Speak April 11-12," date lined at Chicago, 
Illinois. This Article stated that LANGSTON HUGHES, noted author and poet, would 
speak at a forum at the Monumental Baptist Church, Oakwood and Langley Streep 
Chicago, on Monday aid Tuesday, April 11 and 12, 1949* The article does not 
reveal the nature of this lorum or other participants ) 

The March 1, 194? edition of the -Chicago Daily £ibune"reflects an article 
entitled, "Red-Tinged Poet to Speak at Winretka Private School." This _ article, 
in summary, stated that LANGSTON HUGHES, negro poet who has been a contributor 
to Communist sponsored publications and who is a member of the i Connunist front 
organizations, was scheduled to recite his poetry before the student 
the exclusive North Shore Country Day School, TULnnetka, Illinois. This article 
states that the head master of this school stated that he had had no advanced 
knowledge of HUGHES’ background and was not aware of 
Communist affiliations A 1 

E>f known reliability, was contacted b7 
Lober 13, 1949, at which time the Informant advised that ne was acquainted 
with JAMES LANGSTON HUGHES by reputation only and that he was not personally 
acquainted with him, nor could he advise as to any of HUGHES’ activities in 
Chicago. yX) 

The records of the Bureau of Criminal Lj^Jg^i^^^a|tisUc8,aiteago 
Police Department, were checkoc by jj. ber 5.1' 949 

against the naze and alias of the subject witn negative results. RUC^M) 
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SJLC, Hew lork 
/ Director, FBI 


toy 25, 1950 

- ;.>V* VV>- 




? JAMES 1AMOSTOH HUQHES, to«,l V, 1 ♦. ,>-->■ ... 

W >: : SBCURITI MATTER - C . , % * s ’ '' 

Mw lork m® 100-25776 I £ W* j 

v . , koan ^mg///g/t^md ated toy 13i 

Reference report of Special by. Louie . J.*. 

.£*•••••■ 

• ^SrlS^li™ .inc th. « or r.r.r.oc.d r.port.(*) 
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Office M.emor'andum • united states government 


TO : Director, FBI 


DATE: • 


SUBJECT: 


ubu;t o, i?5o r 


f^ u '\ in ^ ■Jttttgy' 

.<E* LiV'uSTt*’ Jl.'.JuXj -(LOUIS BUDEIJZ h&rt * •* f 

■ OmvlIaTI i j^TT CR ™ C f • 




. . p LOUIS 1. BUDENZ, formerly managing editor of the "Daily Worker" 
! art f ^" ctionar y until he broke with the Partyin October, 
“ int 'T VieTA:;d durin 5 the past few months concerning the 

th<i t '^5? anU,a8tS 7110 P^son named above as the subject 

of this ca^e, was one of those individuals whom BUDENZ described as a 

C ?^ iSt i% BlI ? EI,Z describfeS a concealed Communist as one who 
iTthTr- hlmself °ut as a Comnny^st and *io would deny membership 



fH’QENZ arl/ised r . oc .* 

di C St !T*m-“ C ? nctr ^ n2 pcrfctai't, he 

Srin‘‘thc * 3Un °S ra P her ol this office, -ho no present 

- ... »»«•• used, in order to bring out all ho knew about the subject, the 

this Sbicc^ °i -r° S h 10 ^H H + considercd 811 questions in connection with 
*?J. J , ’ Wt t r« h>: did not comment on some particular question as to the 
activity of the subject, then it is because he had no knowl^H If“e 

U S ; " b3Ut ^ hG sul) j ect “ a r «sult of those questions ho dictated 
wnat ht nxiiw« The questions arc as follows: 

1* Identify individual 

a. If observed a description and other identifying data: 

iint^rSi “ 0 “£ f de5<:riPU,e abOUt *> positively 

c. Any aliases 

4 

2« Narrate how ho knows individual as a Co mmun ist 

V ^ c t^g. at a Cl0Cfcd BK ' fctil3 «* date, place and persons present at 

b. Ii told officially that individual was a Communist, who said it, what 

wire the circumstances, and who was present) * 

c. Relate ell occasions when he met or heard of individual as Conramist. 

3« Documents 

' ®* ^dividual ever write anything that might be considered Coanuniat 

1. For "Daily Worker", "New Masses", "Political Affairs", 
i .. \S* < 9 front publications or other publications. 

cc: 62«*C?3C 

i 

| AUG 11 1950 
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Letter to Director 
HI 100-25 776 


4 Fronts 

Was active in front organizations. 

a. which organizations 

b. How active was indiv idual 

5 . Espionage 

Was individual ever involved in secret work; 

Wliat ftork; 

Who knew it; •* 

Did individual ever do any special work for party. 

6. Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party. 

7. Can you recall any triur abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the trips 

6. Did you ever hear that he had attended any of the training schools in 

Russia? • 

s 

9. Did this subject appear to have entree to the Russian Consulate or 
did he. receive special consideration and attention from knpvn Russian 
Agents or Coonunist Officials in U.S.? 

10. Ic the subject working for the D.S. Government or is bo affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 

11. Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Any, other service?. 

12. Whs this individual employed in vital industry? 

13. Do you know any other members of his family who are Ccmnunists? 

14. Do you know of any other activity on the port of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Ccamunict? 

Additional questions were asked as a result of his ansvurf to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. * 




Letter to Director 
NT 100-25776 

• Attached is n blind ipemorandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUC0IZ 
and containing all the pertinent information concerainc the subject itoich 
UUEHTZ could presently recollect. 

The criminal of each memo has been reviewed ty >lr. FJTBIZ and he 
has made any necessary correction^ and he has siped the original. The 
sijicd original of o,-,ch nrmc is Lein- retained in the confidential informant, 
file of TOUTS F. BUDFNZ, TIT file 62-B986. 

Since the individuals ruch a r the subject, of this case are, 
according to HrT’IIZ, concealed CoTi*n-.ni..'ts and since t’^oy arc, in most 
instances, persons of so no prominence, it is su^Ootcd that if the 
information ajpcnrinp in the attached blind -Hcmo is reported, then Mr." 
BUD'I’Z should be pi yen a temporary confidential informant symbol. 

Fhr the information of the E'tccu the subject is one of the 400 
concealed Co-munis ts rhum LUniZ stated he know. The names of these 
concealed Ccnrmnists wore rent to the Durean in the ease capt,ioned B Commir»ist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - C n . 
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LANOSTON TOQUES 

Negro poet. 



Shortly after X entered tha Party, in tha lata 1930's* 
I vu advised officially through JAKES V. PCRD and throu gh Matings of 
tha Politburo that LANGSTON HUGHES was a aaabar of tha Coaaunist Party* 
"■** ra inf oread by HUGHES being played up in tha "Daily Vbrker** 
through rafaranoaa to hia varka and interviews and tha like* 


_ ,, - . i 11 through tha 19U0«a, when I waa Managing Editor of 

tha "Daily "orker," repeated reporta officially given to — by tha 
Politburo and apeelfieally EUOEHE DENNIS and JACK STACHEL, along with 
BENJAMIN DAVIS, JR*, were to tha affaot that HUGHES continued to be a 
loyal adherent of tha Cooanniat Party* Daring the HITLER— S TALIK Pact* 
whan on tha eonlsaion to exaaine the attitude of intellectuals and 
artists to tha CoMunist Party, I learned of HUGHES' deep devotion to the 
COMmniat Party, this being given to we by ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG and T. J. 

Subsequently, I followed the Party line wherever it lad* The 
official report from JACK STACHEL that HUGtIES was an adherent of tha Party 
continued up to tha tine I left tha organisation in 191*5. V 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page^st* withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deletions were made pursuant to 
available for release to you. 

the exemptions indicated 

below with no segregable material 

Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 
□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(1) 

□ (k)(2) 

□ 00(3) 

□ 00(4) 

□ 00(5) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Documents originated with another Government agency{*«4>. These 
to that agency^iw^ for review and direct response to 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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SAC, NSf YORK 



vr *• ' •'•''•;* U^k.^Yt:4’ 

W^H* 3 ** RICHARD 1 SOROS nA*r'* l\V$; iM 


2SPI OKA CD - j? 



§y: 


Attached for the New York Offtem t» 
^and^V ?h C -°h l/ e< i. ch con9 *eutlve exhibits 


• Vw ««w , fc • t y y *“ cn 01 con **cutive exhibits 

»'$<• r. . .~ J i> l 34 * hlG *vere furnished to-. the Bureau by r 

' /r0m t he C0 PV f urn t*hed the' Bureau by-X' . 

*k ,G-2. The Bureau. has requested 0-2 ..<«• ». Z*Z& 


W 'TiF 'r 2 ™ J * j r* co PV vurnisned the Bureau bu 

Mf^'Zihto?L% r * a !i r$i S ^SWUd ..M.*o'*upply the K 
HYf missTnppage and when re ceiv ed it will be made 
available to your office 

,* • . ior ihe in f? r *ation of all offices G-2 

t has now aavis ed that copies of exhibits 1 to 32 • 
•• inclusive have already been made available-to :#*£ 
house Un-American Activities Committee, G-2 is ** 
.... also considering making available' exhibits 33 and 
o4 to the Committee &3— \ 


.'4' *»**\ *? -* * 




fTr- - 


-yr\ i /' /? *• 




'$* 


. * l2e Sorpe Case is primarily a G-2 

matter the names of many V, S, citizens appear 
throughout the G-2 exhibits. It is the Bureau's 
responsibility to identify these indiuiduals, to 
ascer tain jf they are in the United States ana/ tf 
■.so, to conduct such investigation as may be ‘ " • 

.. appropriate in each individual - instance Jflfr 

^ —’H r • • 7 “ ^ .;-u*rc.: r.i -*•*■ % V 
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•I The Bureau has received fr on' G-Bcople s 3 

\of all exhibits mentioned above except 25, 30 and ' '" ^ 

32» Copies of all available exhibits have been 
furnished to the Hex York Office by the Bureau • 

C - 5 has been requested to Jvrnish exhibits 29, 30 
and 32 and when received they will be forwarded to 
the Hew York Cfjice* The Hew York Office as office , ~ 
of origin has the responsibility of carefully reviewing 
all exhibits and insti tutlng any necessary action 
./with respect to any V • 6. citizens involved , In 
'order that there will be no misunderstanding of the 
responsibility oj the Hew York Cfjice in this matter 
the Bureau expects that steps will be taken to 
iaentijy and determine the present whereabouts of 
each individual mentioned in the G^B exhibits where 
■..it is alleged tha t th e individual^, is. a U, S • citizen 
/or an . "American, # ®sfc •'• •* <• . 

The mention of the name of a XI, S, citizen • 
in the Sorge exhibits does not necessarily indicate 
involvement in the Sorge espionage case. The 
allegations or activities cited may range from the 
mere expression of Communist sympathy to an allegation 
of espionage. Accordingly, . in opening any new cases 
r /the character and title thereof 'should be 
by the individual circumstances, In' cases 








individuals alleged to have been members of the ' 

^ J J # ‘j ^ _ _ / * ’ ft 1 * v • • • • dt 


governed-'' 

,°L 






also, 

sser allegations snouia oe carried as JoKh Doe, 
Security Matter - C. & 

The New York Office should complete its 


i 

A?''.' .«* .■ •. review oj^the G-2 exhibits as soon as possible an dP£j& - f: 

%> '* *= : V.‘ ' r- .• ' * ■ 

v*v — ■ •* • - *. ,.*•.* * : \ u ' h* ’* * ' * < 
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* * v 4 r. . ». J '* 
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— — ~ ~ ~ ~ ***»• ***** v<»u v yr uo rci/fff 

Aas fteen completed and that appropriate action has 
been instituted with relation to each U. S. citizen 
involved. 

The of f ice covering the * 
of any individual nay be designated 
origin and New York nay* furnish" ava 
to that office in the form of a'JiUC report 
the thereabouts of the individual is not known or 
in instances where from the data <n the G-2 exhibits 
the last known whereabouts is China , New York should 
consider itself office of origin until the subject's 
whereabouts is ascertained. A logical initial step 
inthese, case s would t of course t be the examination '*' T 
of State Dep art ment passport records for identifying '.- 
.tnfornatipn.fB* '• V- . . . 

t ; # * * ■ 4r <• 

Exhibit 34 contains information on 35 U . S. 
citizens. Under each name is a series of notations 
and adjacent to each entry the source of the information 
is cited. The source SL'P indicates that the information 
was obtained by G-2 jrom the records of the Shanghai- 
Municipal police (french and British Divisions ). The 
source CE followed by a number is a reference to a 
previous consecutive exhibit. Other sources refer' ' 

'to files. Bureau file 8 reflecf'that 23 of the 
persons listed in exhibit 34 are the subjects of 
various case files. These cases are listed below ' * 

/»•*: K'tiF&j ,ubJect ts au ° ettoe *' d 


1 - w ♦. • 

- % V V 

i,':L ' 

T . »- 




- 3 - 







• , V • 

• • • i.r^- 

• ;-x/u v • 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17^5) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for please to 



with no segregable 


□ Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Infonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your infonnation: 


Jiff The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: / ✓ 

- /Jfr-/sr/ 3fr Mr ^ /^/3/rz? 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


\w\ 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
yNO DUPLICATION FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


r»i/ooj 




In each oj the above listed cases the ojjtce of 

origin will have the responsibility of comparing the 

T a ? ( tJ rom exbib it 34 with information already in file • • 

tlhihil e ^ 8 < in SJ l08 , ed * tatua and the information-' s 
m exhibit w4 is determined to be new information,’ y '"" 

consideration should Jbe. given to the advisability a f *c >**« 


In tfie event that the material in exhibit 34’ _ 

ma±lnini F i eVi0t t 8 c ~ 2exhibi t as a source and the previous 

avall * hle tn your file, the J>ev Tort 
rr r J* uea * ed t0 supply the previous 

t/c -2 Vtimm nit the °S ly , aource cited is a reference 
l° G ’ Z S tle * and you feel that additional details are 
necessary , you should request the Bureau to ohtntn ±h» 
additional inf or mat ion from Q-S.&gt obtain the 


'rtW 1 * 

.• .•**> - 

r. 


- ‘ 


\ & .~+ flui t.* , % ; .• 




• . . •*» i' »* . h £ 

- 6 * '* * " v • f! 





In all cases careful': consideration should 
be given’-to 1 the- advisability of^recommeniing a " 
security index card in instances where the subject 
isjiot already on the Security Index list. It is 
not desired that these recommendations be automatically 
submitted merely because the subject is mentioned in 
the G-2 exhibits , but it is felt that in view of the 
present importance of the Chinese ' Communi st si tuati on ’ j 
that each case should be reconsidered' { in the light 
of changed international developments ,^SL 
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HUGHES, LAHG3TCN 

1925 (?) Writer for "international Literature" 

(nmj) • 

Cherts Huj^hes-Caracn-S.Tjedley in "Int. 
Literature," USSR 

1935 Wrote articles for *Inter national 
Literature" 


CE 2d, p. 8 
CE do, foil. p. 10 


G2 Doc L0 # SIP File 

D563U, pp. U - 5 
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Dates 
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FEB 1 0 1951 
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’ Assistant Chief of Staff,; 0-2 
Department of, the Army . »: 
The Pentagon'** 1 • m^m^v 
Washington, D. C, 
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From: 


Attention: Brigadier General John Weckerling 

Chief, Intelligence Division ' 

John Edgar Eoove r. Director ;■■ >*%” -•'*«*' • >‘* 

Federal Bureau of 'Investigation ■■ .... V^* *. •/ 


Subject: TEE RICHARD SORGE CASE 

ESPIONAGE - 




Reference is made to your letter dated 
December 29, 1950, which transmitted to this Bureau ■ 

> a 00 . D V 0/ consecutive. .ExMMt '32 prepared by your . 
,;.?£® r Faste.rn Command , ' ^ review of this exhibit tliji 1 
discloses that'63 individuals^mentioned therein - i*/ A"* - 
desoribed 'as U,S, cttisens' or "Americans, " 

. an< * therefore , of interest to this Bureau , V* 

.Some of these individuals already are, or have been, 0 
the subjects of investigation by this Bureau, In 
other instances this Bureau has- received no previous / 
information warranting investigatt .r ' 

Since Exhibit 32 is primarily an index and 
description of information available in the headquarters 
of the Far Eastern Command, At is not possible to make 
any comparison of the information available with that 
already in our possession, nor is it possible to evaluate 
the information available on persons not vreviously 
investigated by this Bureau until the complete data ' / 
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It haa been noted that photo static copies of 
■— <*22 G-2 documents mentioned in Exhihtt SB are available 
at the headquartera of the Far Eastern Command • 

Accordingly, it is requested that complete data oh 
each individual oj interest to this Bureau be made 
available to us as Boon as possible. It is appreciated irV* > 


W W w V r w WWW ^ ^ 

tftat this request will entail considerable work oti the Ot-V" 
^ .• an ‘ : the 63 A '!%$$■ •; 

IflM tn fin* 


part of your organisation' and\j or, ‘that reason s 

Inrf|y|<itta2s o/ interest to ua ‘.areMieted below in.five 7i 
groups indicative of the priority of our interest , In " ' 
each instance the name appearing in consecutive Exhibit 
6/? is listed and adjacent thereto appear e the FBI case 
title, character and file number vlier e available • It " 
Kould greatly facilitate the handling of your information-', 
by this Bureau if a separate reply is made on each - : ^ 

individual utilising the FBI case title , cha racte r and ■ 
file number as your caption in each instance 


It is further noted that many of the G-2* 
documents are voluminous whereas only a small portion 
of the entire document may relate • to a particular 
indi vidual. In making your replies it is requested 
that only the portion of your document relating to 
the w- Ividual be furnished, ’■* To illustrate this 
limitati on, G-£*s docu«e nt__p2_coatoiao 122 SVF file 
cards. In your reply onQ^p^pf*" 
desired that only the Sl'^c ar^on^— 
from G~£ document 31, Similarly, 0-. 

Hats arrivals and .departures of nun 
on Soviet vessels. In your 
suggested that the data o ~ 




t is 

e furnCsK % 

oc ament BS 

ndividuals 

f it is 

e excerpted fro 



TurnTsping the entire 


C-2 document 23 in lieu of 
document, & 

The individuals of interest tv this Bureau 
are listed below , The appearance of an astosick 
preceding a name denotes that all possible identifying 
data is also desired Jo facilitate our identification 
of the individual,' ^ 
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FEDEKmu ^BUREAU Or jn v to i wn i iON 




' PoraM.1 f 
> Tm» cask otayMin at 


MEI T& 


NET YORK 


2A9/51 


JAKES LANGSTON HUGHES, wa. 


100-25776 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTSs 


'J&2- 


t?X<i 




Subject resides at 20 East 127th 
Street, IJYC, and is active as a 
Negro poet, lecturer and author# 
Subject was reported to have been 
employed by the University of 
Chicago as a visiting lecturer on 
a temporary basis from March until 
June, 19 U9. Informant advised he 
was told tha^th^suWe^j^^^^— 
CP meniber 


” ONjl 

Pr.us 

L * > 

r iu \J 

• . (*’ u ° 
*-• In _ 


jfcJ|^jubject reported as a sponsor & o ^ g, 
^o^the National Council of American £ r- « 
Soviet Friendship as of 7/6/U9 • h l*, *;} 

Subject entertained in a revue held i ; 

.by the Civil Rights Congress. 
i'S Subject reported as a sponsor of ^ 

V the Cultural and Scientific CmS'* J jL 

\ Conference for World Peace held i* 

under the auspices of the National 
jPjcouncil of Arts, Sciences and , \ 

^/professions held on 3/25”27/li9«^.^/ 
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/ 5A Bureau (100-15139) . /'* ' T ^ 
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3 - New York , v** . 
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“ ~ ptoftiTT of m-mi» coaftotiTUL lirwi mb nrWmtlSdfrfl fartSdl * t o w »t m rm mb tit opt to k orntmeuD outsioi j 
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IVjf* ^w/ • • — ' ' '■ • r * — 

Confidential Informant T-2, at^s^Wnternational House, 

££! 5SSS, 

City. (31^ •. ' - • ••• . . vV*., "’v" / -*• 

advised that .hit. 

International House, he learnedt^rougn^^ lec turer on poetry at the 
. that the subject was ®™ ? ^ oy ® llniver8 ity High School of the University ^ . ... 

Laboratory School which tix . tood that although the subject was 

/ of Chicago. ' teaching V1 po«t ry at the University High School, 

v &: c :^ ■> * :> 4 

• T-2 advised that ha coeld not ^?ifS»fhS* , 

'S»a«SSariK-J!A - - 

1 ). no<l that the subject was active 
T-l advised on January canp ieted a book 

a Nepro poet, lecturer, and author, having jusu 

entitled, "Simple Speaks His Uin . (vT) 

* . 

• C«guni=t. Tart y Activities 

' - . on^ September 20, 19U8, SoJSuon’in ^Chicago 

'-reliability,' « agency- tlut^o^^inf l^ATTERSOH, 

area, advised that a fareweU r^epti^ ^ ^ ^der the auspices of • * 

’ national Committee rOTber --°[-? H 5^riarSoutli Michigan. Avenue, . 

the Civil fights Concress at Ourtis W & • . . 

Chicago, Illinios, on Septet er 19, 1U3 *W 


-2- 



•• d*** - OHnCREEN| ffoaj bf 

<:*.'* . Communist Part/ . in. .Illinois j ELEAN^riSALKIND . Secretary » f +.b» r^i 

Congre ss in Illinois, and LAllCJSTOKTOGIES, all eulogized PATTERSON ’ 
:£• ‘Tor «is great work in the Communist rartyrfoj j 

* * According to “Confidential- 'inf ormtat' i '.T-3, of known* reliability* 
wl - 4 ; • .liUOHES spoke briefly 'at this farewell refception, and ili his talk' be »t*> 

* ridiculed the Freedom Train then in Chicago' and stated i ?' V ..r. 


• L 

a : A— ■ * 




- .* •* r 




m : 


ii 


"How can it be a Freedom Train when colored people are dis- 
criminated against and have to use the rear door in order to view the 
false documents of the freedom they haven't got*" 

It is to be noted that Confidential Informant T-b, of known -.££,'»* *W 
reliability, stated that the above-mentioned PAia^fROBESON was a m embe r V '.wi 
o^^he Comm^st Party mder the name. of /;•%£ . V 

It is alsc to be noted that the above-mentioned Civil 'Rights ’ 

Congress has been declared by the Attorney General as an organisation 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. (ity 

* 

The iarch 1, 1?U8 issue of the "Chicago Daily Tribune" reflected 
-*n article entitled,, "Red -Tinged Poet to Speak at .Winnetka Private School."., „ ■ ,/ 
This article, in summary, rstated 1 that LANGSTON HUGHES, Negro poet, ' ' 

who has been a contributor to Consnunist sponsored publications, and who is. ' 

a member of Communist front organizations, was scheduled to rocite his 
| - poetry before the student body of the exclusive North Shore Country * ; ’ ~ 

Day School, ffinnetka, Illinois. l\\) . * 

[».*■ . r V-V,* ^ ; 

This article stated ’'that the headoaster of tills school stated ■ * 

that he had had no advance knowledge of HUGHES'' background and was not 
aware of any of his alleged Communist affiliations.!*) 

The "Daily i/oricer" dated Nay 3# 1950, page eleven, column two, 
reflects a review of a book written by the subject entitled, "Simple 
Speaks His Find*. This article is entitled, "Langston Hughes 'Simple* 

Speaks for Harlem. "(u\ . 


This article stated that LANGSTON HUGH.TS, in this book, "has 
\ | uncovered the unspoken conscience of America's largest Negro ghetto. . 


t Simple Io Harlem* fretting In the whit# folks 1 wrongs* hun orous lyv 

! scaping the dead end of utter frustration 

• sht out of which will be bon A"- America 
'ack and white alike." ^ 


V 



i, militantly poised for the .. 

which will be America to * • 

v i : * . v 

*' u * r •-. * 


•« < 
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On June 30, 1950, Confidential Informant T-5, of known reliability 
the late nineteen thirties he was officially advised by 
hat LANGSTON HUGHES was a member of the Conmunist Party. '• 

ed that the aiaafcfififi wa3 ? dvi “i b7 . ; * . 

hat IANOSTOH - : 

.st Party. T-*& ... ... 

ubject's 
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It is to be noted that on ’September ’ 27, ‘ 19U7, Confidential 

r> a .# I __1 4^V<1U., 4 tka ihAIMuinftAM^ '' ^ 1 ' * • K.- • 



It is to be noted that the 19U8 report of the California 
Comnittee on Un-American Activities, page 192, describes the Voice of 
Freedom Committee as a Communist front "whose function is the support of 
comment? tors who have received the acclaim of the Coranunist press 

lie quoted. ' 


The telegram sent by the subject 
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• ‘ 


below in fulls , • *. . . 

•Station WINS Crosley Broadcasting Corp : 28 West J|l|*St-' 


yr % 1 * 

34-“ 


"Among the various inaccuracies which I heard today on a playback] 
of your Saturday night or Sunday morning broadcast was a statement to 
the effect I have been a professed card holding member of the Communist 
Party for some twenty years. In the interest of truth and fair play I . 

. would appreciate a correction of this -.misstatement on your, program since 
. I have never -been a member of. the Communist -Party am not a member' of- the ^ 

‘ Communist Party and have ho intention of becoming a member oftNe Com-." ’ 

• munist Party all which has previously been ‘stated in my published work * ' 
and public lectures and is general knowledge among those who have followed 
my work or know me personally- 
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'Langston Hughes" 
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A letterhead of the National Council of American Soviet 
Friendship, Incorporated, Hit East 32nd Street, New York City, dated . » 

November 10, 1?U8, reflected the subject to be s sponsor of that organisation.^) 

A letterhead dated July 6, 19 b9 of the above-mentioned organisation 
also revealed the subject to be a sponsor of that organisation, ^ 

It is^to be noted that the above-mentioned National Council pf ; ^ v 
American Soviet" Friendship has been declared by the Attorney General^- 
as. an organization coming within the purview of- Executive Order ; ,9p3?» \.(Aj *■’ 

' . ■ 
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^^^$776 ^ '* r . .•* • *; ', //?;•• ’. ’*t. 

• • * * On May 27 j 19li9, Confidential Informant T-9, of known reHability^y^; 
fund shed information reflecting that on March 11, lQliQ v-' jaltyj?? 

in behalf of the Executive Committee of the American Labor Party, had . * 

invited- the subject to be the speaker at a forum held on March 27, 1 9fc0» (j*J * 


It is to be noted that the above-mentioned American Labor Party 
vas cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities on March 29, 19Ub« (u j . 


■ : : r ' V ; r ‘^,1 ■> 

nformant T-10, of known’**- »*V V*iv?l';* r > 
as a sponsor of the Congress *' 


On April 17, 19U6, Confidential Informant 
reliability, advised that IANQSTOH HUGHES was a sponsor of the Congress 
on Civil Rights held on April 27, 28, 19U6 at Detroit, Michigan, which * '**'*'' 

was sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress* (lA 1 

On April 18, 19h9, Confidential Informant T-ll, of known 
reliability, furnished information reflecting that the subject vas a 
featured entertainer at a "Crystal Ball Revue and Dance", held on April .22, 

19U9, under, the auspices of the Civil Rights Congreas*(tjj • £ ' 

T-ll advised that it had been advertised that the proceeds of... 7V 
the above affair were to go to the Civil Rights Congress Committee to 
Free the Trenton Six* 

It is to be noted that the Civil Rights Congress and its 
affiliates have been declared by the U.S. Attorney General as an 
t organization coming within the 


* V4W vt Mf a 

ie purview of Executive Order 9835 * (Uj \ .. 

•• *••• -•••»:;. ; 

* . advised that IANGSTON HUGHES was. a sponsor of the Cultural ' - • 

» and Scientific Conference for Torld Peace held at the Waldorf Astoria **jy^i*. 

Hotel, New Tork City, bn March 25-27, 19h9, under thp auspices of the * ; s 

National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions* £u J ** 

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability, advised that *■ ~ 
IANGSTON HUGHES was elected a membe r-et-large of the National Council of 
Arts, Sciences and Professions by the organising committee of that organisation 
at a meeting held in Chicago on January 16,17, 19U8* ^1/ ) 

. It is to be noted that the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Partial Report, California Senate Journal, page 698, dated 
March 23, 19b9, reflects that the above-men ti one d National Council of 
Arts Sciences and Professions is "one of the most important Coamrunist 

front organisations in the country"* m') 

* ^ . » • 

It is to be noted that Confidential Informant T^-21, of knixra .p-‘- 
' reliability, advised, that in his opinion, the above-mentioned Cultural' ..7 - 
■ and Scientific Conference for World Peace, held 'in New Tork City on • •. > - 

March 25-27, 19l*9, was a follow-up on the World Congress of Intellectuals . 
held in Wroclaw, Poland, in August, 19U8, and that these conferences were ' 
part of a world-wide Communist inspired "peace" propaganda campaign* nj') * 
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* Confidential Informant T-lb, of known reliability, advised on 
September L, 19 U7, that LANGSTON HUGHES was a sponsor of the American 
Committee for YuqosIp.v Relief, Incorporated, fin 

„ It is to bo noted that the above-mentioned American Gouaaittee 

for Tucoslay Relief, Incorporated, has been cited -by the Attorney General • • 

as an organization coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835./ ,v 

:w, r. > .v j •; v**/.; *' *;S 

*<*•. a I?® / Compass", dated Hay 18,*191 j 9 carried an Article 

entitled, "legion Brands 128 Notables • Untouchable’ "^y) 

. . ... This article reflected a list of 123 writers, lecturers, etc., 
which had teen issued by the American Legionb Americanism Division -a 
labeled by that division as persona "whose past activities make thfit 
unsuitable or inappropriate for legion sponsorship".^) - •• <55* •- . 

„ , It was noted that the name IAN0ST0N HUGHES was included in the 
above list. . ... 

The "New York World Telegram" . dated June 9, 19> 4 o carried an 
artirV wluc’> slated tb»t the l?!*? report of the California Un-American 
Activities -'O.vrdtt ce had listed hundreds of persons as Coranunist 
appeasers or followers. A mo-v; those listed as followers of the Communist 
line wa3 the name LANGSTON HUGRSSLll) . .... 

' .P 1 ? "Daily Worker" dated May 26, 1950, page ten, column four, 

• 'f' reported that LANGSTON HUGHES was to be a sponsor of • a "peace festival" 

which was to be held on May 28, 1950, at Camden, Hew Jersey. This article 
reflected that the speakers were to be HOWARD *PAST and ELIA REEVE JLOOR.( U) 

It is to be noted that Confidential Informant T-22, of known ' 
stated on February 21, 19li7» that the above mentioned .U&IARD - 
tAbT was a member of the National Cultural Cocanittee of the Communist 
Party . (JJ ) 

It is to be noted that the above-mentioned ELLA ItiEVE SLTOR 
is mentioned in the "Ddijy Wbrter" issue of July 1, 19h7, in an article 
'.rMch states that FJi^:EOtLOOR "is the first lady of the Co.munist 
Party a nd an outstanding Communist woman"*/ ^ j 

The "Daily Worker" toted September 21, 1?50, pare fouK co lumn ? 
four, carried ad article entitled, "One Thousand Notables From lib States 
Ask Truman Veto." This article stated that a group of persons had wired 
President TRUMAN urging him "to veto the McCARRAW Police State Bill ", hj) 
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■'•" * - It was noted that the name’ LANGSTON HUQHES appeared with those 

of the above group of persons.^yj^ 
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It should be noted that the "Daily Worker" i3 ar. East Coast 
Communist newspaper* f \> i 
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j; ■ * Th ® following Confidential . Informants, all -of known "reliability.. «. 

.*'+•. Advised that the subject was unknown to them: f TlY . ' ’• ■•«'■ •• --r. . 

... - - . - -t'-v; •* 2 -V. » Z! 

Confidential Informants T-17, T-18, T-19 and T-2C. oO 


Ho record could be located for tV> eubject at the bureau of. \ 
Special Services and Investigation, New York City Police Department .^ J 
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The following description_£^^Ji^^u>r 
observation of tho subject by 


Name: 


Sex: 


^42^i&!stonh 


was obtained from 
n October 31, 195©: 


Langston Hughes 
Vale 


HUGHES, wa: 




fcr 


Pace: 

Height: 

Weight: , 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Build: 

"Age*" 

Characteristics : 
Residence: 

Occupation: 


Kegro 
5. 7 1, 

. 160 pounds 
Brofn 
Bladk * . 

Stocky 

* Approximately Uf> 

Small moustache 
20 East 127th Street 
New York City 
Poet, lecturer, author* 
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^^ 2 conn ect ion wl t.h the case entitled M 
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Confidential Informant T-16, of known reliaMH+v 

19^9 that a nen Communist group of about five members ° n 
hot teen recently o-.anice^.t the Port of Sp^^Ll^d T$T 
This group is called tho^Readers —- * «■-**■ — - - -- - -* E,rf * 1, 

are held in the home pi 

■ * ' * r'. . 
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Lng to ^-16 l^^r Wone^‘^^' 

hun information about the Canununist Party, USA* . ^ * 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Xonf^tential Informants mentioned in the report of 
uted February 19, 1951, at New York, 

•"«* '-» 4 •. V"-, * ■■; •. * ; vV‘ • •> 

•«• *.*v *V :• * * ; v V~- ••-. >. 

*' j ,’*-•< 'it*' ** ■ . ■* ^ ■ *■ ^ 

• • .'-.(.Pretext. telephone oall nadetothe-' 

V.- •• ■* -subject t r residence. -'20 Bagtl27th~ * 

... StreetJ-w York City, byMHHH 

ft, p)kMKm 0n Januar 7 214, l95T^^“ 

j, y r>3 ■■■■■■ 

yv ' « /v -' •* I^HHH^^H^ntemational House, 

■■' ^TluuIi West 59th Street, Chicaro^^^~ 
. ^^Uinols, contacted by SjflHHHH 
JH^on September 23, 
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'5/13A9, New York 
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Mr. Louis B. Nichols 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D , C. 

Dear Mr. Nichols: 

I wish you would comment on the attached. 

I will be in Washington and would like to 
have your comments with regard to this matter. 

Thanks very much for your cooperation. 


At 


!►****» 



4 . . 


Enclosure 


SPECIAL 

DELIVERY 


, \ 


f V 

'•> h:> 


i > 


A • *< 

: / 




koomcd-b? | js - ' ' 

WDOEI . It" ■ W* 16 





1951] j Housk' of Delegates 25 / 

“A Real Guy? 

"To tlu Editor of the Daily Mail: 

■ .“Prt. John W. Davis has announced that Langston Hughes 
• mall appear at West Virginia State College, February 21. He 
did ndt announce that Langston Hughes had been a writer 
mm for thi “Daily Worker,” U. S. Communist newspaper, nor that 
he wrote the following: 

“Goodbye, Jesus Christ, Lord God, Jehovah, 

"Beat it away from here!” 

. “Make way for a new guy with no religion at all — 

“A real guy named Marx, Communist, Lenin peasant” 

The avowed purpose of the Russian Communists is the over- 
throw of all other governments, including the U. S. A, and the 
confiscation of private property and the churches. 

Marxism rejects the concept of moral law. Truth, Justice, 
honor, belief in God, self-respect and conscience are antagon- 
istic to Marxism. 

I now wish to say, Mr. Speaker, upon calling the president 


Hughes did not appear at the college last night 

The bill (H. B. No. 210) was then ordered to engrossment 
and third reading. 

House Bill No. 85 — “A Bill to amend and reenact section five 
and sections five- (one) to section five- (fifty-four) , inclusive, 
article one, chapter seven of the code of West Virginia, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended and reenacted 
by chapter fourteen, acts of the Legislature, regular session, 
one thousand nine hundred forty-one, and as further amended 
by chapter twenty-two, acts of the Legislature, regular session, 
one thousand nine hundred forty-three, and as further amended 
by chapter thirty-three, acts of -the Legislature, regular session, 
one thousand nine hundred forty-five, and as further amended 
by chapter forty-five, acts of the Legislature, regular session, 
one thousand nine hundred forty-seven, and as last amended 
and reenacted by chapter twenty-seven, acts of the Legislature, 
regular session, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine, relating 
to compensation of county commissioners for services other 
than services in court," 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was on mo- 
tion of Mr. Rairden, laid over one day. 

Com. Sub. for House Bill No. 130— “A Bill to amend and re- 
enact, section five-sections five- (one) to five- (fifty-five), inclu- 
sive, article seven, chapter seven of the code of West Virginia, 
one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as last amended by 
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(February 26 


for everybody to remember is that we are up against the most 
f’"! ste f I : diabolical conspiracy in the history of the world to de- 
st^jy the constitution of the United States and the American 
‘ i H*. : destroy the opportunity which has made us great, 

and substitute by the combination of outside force, internal 
-St column activities of force and deception. A slave state 

in which a government, preferable 
a world government, which would dominate and control every- 
Dody m eve*ytuiiig. It ia unimportant whether this is called 
a liberal or progressive government, a welfare state, socialism 
fasasm or communist system; they all end up at the goal post 
and that is spelled Dictator. 

A school text book was taught in the schools of West Virginia 
a short time ago, which came to the attention, first, of the 
writer of a newspaper in the eastern part of this state. In his 
column, this writer brought out certain passages in the book 
which he considered Un-American. Later, a former member of 
this House read passages from the book to the members of the 
1947 session to which I was a member. The book showed the 
picture of whom? George Washington? Abraham Lincoln? 
Thomas Jefferson? No. Joe Stalin. That caused little alarm 
over the State. 

However, the writer of that paper continued to call attention 
of the readers to this book. He proceeded until the facts came 
to the attention of the Congressional Un-American Activities 
Committee, for the District of Columbia, in which the book was 
also used as a text. They started an investigation immediately, 
and summoned the author of the book before the committee. 
They declared certain statements Un-American, and the author 
oi the book agreed to remove them, as well as the picture of 
Joe Stalin, which was the only individual picture in the book. 
It was then allowed to continue as a text in the District of 
Columbia. 

Another thing has come to my attention — and to me it is 
an ominous thing — it has caused me some concern for the 
teachers of my State and the children they teach. 

__I have the greatest confidence in the teachers of my State 
They are loyal Americans, entrusted with the most important 
jobs of all professions. It is in their defense that I am now tak- 
ing your valuable time. But as loyal as they are, the teachers 
of this State can be exposed to the subtle workings of a wild 
Ism that is creeping into our institutions. 

The cause of that concern Is from a letter published in “The 
Charleston Daily Mail”, Sunday morning, February 4th. To 
me the poem and the letter, which I now read with your per- 
religion- Mr * Speaker ’ “ a cha llenge to our Republic andits 
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The Chicago Defender 
3435 Indtana Avenue 
Chicago , Zllinoie 
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Tour letter of March 7th arrived 
ehortly after you left ay office laet * 
Friday afternoon . (jfi ] 

Ae I told you thf™ io no c omnent 
me can make on Jjangeton^Hughee • I 
encloeing a photoetat of the pdge /r©» 
the Saturday Evening .Foot, whi 9 h.*.I- told ;r yov 
Aboui/^} ^ * 

“ -• » • •• ••• A~ . * • . v *. t 

Sincerely youre, 
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X. B. Nichole 


NOT H: TAe enclosure is a photoetat of the po&n 

" goodbye Christ written by Langston Hughes, fitfj 
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*^.8AC, Hew York 

**‘2 JAMES LANGSTON HUGHES .waCX. 
-* * SECURITY MATTER - C 

(Buflle 100-15139) 
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SORGE CASE - ESPIONAGE 


ev York, 2/1 9 A^; rept of 
A 14 * end rebt£e£ 12/13/50 


I rebulet 

-R.-CV 


m 



Referenced Bureau letter set out the Infornatlon that the 
captioned subject vas reported by the Shanghai Municipal Police 
to have written articles for "Internatlonal^lterature’^rJ9*3« 

It Is noted that referenced reports of 8A 

^^^ ^^■reflect that the subject wa s^an active staff 
member of "International Literature" In 1933^^" 

* • • # 
The records of the Shanghai Municipal Police also reflected 
that the subject was believed to be a writer for "International 
Literature" In 1925* There was an additional reference In the 
Shanghai Municipal Police records of "CHART* HUGHES-CARMON-SMEDLHT 
In 'INT LITERATURE' y USSR? the exact meaning of which is unknown*?^ 

In view of the fact that It has been reported previously 
that the subject was active In the "International Literature? no 
further action Is contemplated at -this time and this. case is being 
retained in a closed status/' ' 
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Memorandum • united states government 


to . Supervisors in the Security Division DATB . May 11, 19$1 

1 

'■> from i Hr. A. H. Belmont 

\J SUBJECT: * JAMES LANGS TCN HUGHES 
\ SECURITY MATTER - C 


The Bureau bss received information fro* the 
Intelligence Division of the Amy concerning the activity 
of a nunber of individuals in the Far East under the caption 
of "Richard Sorgo." It vas alleged that some of the 
individuals mentioned were directly connected with the Sorge 
spy ring. Information concerning other persons named, vhich 
had been obtained fro* the files of the Shanghai Municipal 
Police, alleged only Coammist activity on their part in the 
Far last^*^ 

. ACTION i 

(1) It will be the complete responsibility of 
the individual supervisor handling this investigation to 
make sure that all necessary action in this case has been 
taken and that the Bureau's responsibility relative to 
the investigation of this individual has been fully dis- 
charged. 




(2) m order to accomplish the above, it will be 
necessary for the. supervisor to completely review the case 
file to make certain that the following action has been taken* 

(a) That the allegations fro* the Far Eastern 
Coaaand (primarily Shanghai Municipal Police 
data) are Incorporated in the case file. 

(b) That all logical investigation concerning 
these allegations has been, or is being, 
currently conducted. 
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(c ' IS 1 J? 6 receivcd **« the Far Eastern Cocrand 
ot h®r pertinent inforration developed in 

1“! baon di8 seminated to the Department 
and other interested government agencies. 


< d > 


(•> 


In many cases it will be noted that the Tar Eastern 
Conrand has not furnished the Bureau full inforration 
from their Tokyo files and that by letter dated 

ail*?? 7 * 95 V!! e BUre * U *■<*“*• ted 0-2 to obtain 

all data and furnish the same to the Bureau. ' 

In order that the desired information can be 
correlated, each supervisor receiving a copy of 

t ^ 4 ia f rorandun 8ho,jld Prepare a «morarn»<T 
utilizing the caption of the individual 
and containing the following information' * ' 

(1) Date and place of birth. 

(2) Citizenship. 

(3) Current residence and employment. 

(If subject is deceased, indicate. If 
whereabouts of subject is unknown, so indicate 
* r,d Si- V e last known whereabouts.) 

(4 -' briefly subject's major activities. 

If subject is in the CP at the present time 

hold^iTcp’ t ° gether rith thB Position subject 

(5) Was subject ever in the Far East? If so. viva 
dates and briefly state major activity in par 

<6) *“ •"¥ «"« « *H1 b. nrt.d th»t the .ubject u 

hot a U. S. citizen and ie not in the U. S. at 

thf h<wcver ' h ® nsy «»*» Visited 

tte «,?* S ^is is found to be 

Ilf SF V 22 ?^ 9 subject's visit to 

the Ue S# should be indicated# 

(7) Set out date Bureau investigation iratituted. ' 

(3) Has subject ever been interviewed? 

(?) has subject ever been prosecuted, and if to, give 
date, charge, and results of prosecution. 

- 2 - 


(10) If subject has not been prosecuted, has 

this case been referred to the D»nart>"ent for * 
a prosecutive opinion in connection rrith if? 

any violation, including referrals to the £ 
Deportment for consideration under, the 
_ Internal Security Act of 1950? If so, give 

date of referral. 

(11) What response was received from the Department? 

*hat Departmental official made this response, 
the nature thereof and the date? 

(12) Do me have a Security Index card on subject? 

(13) Indicate status of case (closed or pending). 

(14) Indicate dissemination made of reports in tliis 

ca.°e. fiapartTent and other interested 

jove mental agencies been furnished copi 3 S of 
reports? If all or part of investigation has 
not been disseminated and cannot far some special 
reason be disseminated at this tine, a separate 
memorandum should be prepared explaining the reason.? 
why dissemination cannot be made, in order that 

the noniissemi nation can be approved. 

This memorandum should be conn! led rith iimediateh'. art extra 
yellor. copy should be designated for l7"'-12/*002. A '"hite 'titXiitt com' 
should be irvrediately routed to dupervisor R. D. libbons. Room. 1740. (jj) 


’’9 w — 

' Offse -.{ dum • UNITED Vx OVERNMENT 

TO i IT. Bolxjorr^/^ . datb* May 26, 1951 

Fkom i Ur, C. E. HennrioWj/- 

v ^ •_ /• ^ . x. . ’ • 


n. Faou i Ur. C. E. Hennrfohf^ 

: 4 (• * 

* SUBjBCn JAMES LANGSTON HUGHES 
4 £ SECURITY MATTER - C 


' ?5f 


% Attached is photostatic material furnished to the 

bureau via liaison by the Passport Division, Depart nent of 
State, pertaining to the captioned subject* 

ACTION ? 

This memorandum, together with attachments should 
be routed to the supervisor to whom this 'cose is assigned 
for his information and any necessary action. 


Attachments 


RDGsfnn 


100-15139 


cc - 124002 


y' y ^ 


P-r. 


ENCLOSURE ATTACHED 




i* \yx 


record- a _/! 


^ * 


a. • * 


Hr<|M 


V 


• caima* a*» »hotow«ap“ *»r j'iftir’rp^f 


*£•, — v * 

JJU-M/- s 

•Jt-.r.-nt. 


*#»»:**! wr«klM ft 
: *3 


*iic« •♦ MrtH 

Dat« •! *r 

A 


' */ /# 



1 

r‘* 

t. ft* 

C 

I 114 

l*A 




i 


OATH OF ALLECIAMCf 



• | MMMMM !»»•« * _,lM 


^ OATH OF ALU ANC^ ~ , 

I -.(• *»• »r t!*uf I *.!l »u|»fM,rt ti.'l tk/riMl I be CtiiMblutiwii tho United dtaic* tfiiufi All laufiiif, 

1 r * - * •'•'• • • *•' ,f I **11 *“* r,f * r ' M ' w,, l -tw tu Ihr same; an*! that V take thin vMigalion freely, With*' it 

i.* * ». - * •-*' *• • • **r jMirj ■ >4 t*ra»i«»n: Si In-Ip »*.• i».r|. _ /O _ . •# / y 

&\<€L*suq. kLr. Cl%L~ 

. , /iSIpnautrs if Applicant/ 

, . , Im f-r- mi* lit.. ... i lav . / . • « 

„f in J * 

..... 

■ •. -J...- -.v.. 

J Ay+nf nj the iMpartmenl yj Siait. 

DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT 


i Icight 57. fevt, 57 iodic*. Apt , years. 


11.5 au Eyes....uiLrh-4?x*^^ 

Distinguishing marks or features A/ _ J 

5 ^ Jfito u; ted«l airucrwi bj vbit* appOcani ag fe* tAasUA^T 

Pile# oUlrth Data of birth y ' 

/ y/ (n»r* ^uin 

Otvupatiun . 


I intend to leave the United Stales from tho port of 

vailing ou board the on __ 

iKuac W tbipj 

ADDRESS ] 

I rc»|ucbt that my passport be mailed to the foljoaw od^ra^il 
Na;;*e — jjv^xlLy ^ 
No. am/Strcet... 

City and State 


irmCoi stvmn) 


(MMO.ln.iidi 


2-u£. 





{Mot*.— A pMMon vto mk 0 m0«4 * • 
Wot *ddw twlw ib* Ami i b Um 
•ppUc^i a |bc« «i y ft*.- 


yAVlt OF IDENTIFYING WITN 


* r> 


1. ti c uodrnianrtl. solemnly swear that Z am a ritUeo of the United States; that I reside at the addrwM written b*~w 
my sicnaitirr herrt.i affixed; that I know the applicant who executed the affidavit hereinbefore set forth to bs a dtisea of the 
t wted »‘aua; that the sUtemcnu made in the applicant’s affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and belief; further, 

I « !•►. t lirr k‘i-n'1. tt.r applicant pTiuLillv /.if 

• •* •• i»,ai. ir<. |4^j _ 

k ' •» »^|. f 4,S a 'Vl4l)li»)ui C<MHS«kaM) * 

••• ••!♦•? (A afft* U+ bis mmmwrni 

> r. - - ti « ..»■■ tina »-b ;> rvqrwo at 

>*-Hiy+ii.UKi t«« |Ntt*|Mirt J ■ — - ________ 

Cbbw aSOnM tf Mtim) ~ ~ 


•Sworn U> Ufiifv nv* t Lis 



zrtz 



U .2*^ "ta^Tw - SUU wU1 •**U*»tU B p««n|,U,. U^ulry — tato, I 






•*r . : 

hi the dty cf 




[ ~ • •< $ fMy last pituport im obtained trot 

W\ r • * ;»■’** '.T . T ■; . ‘ » * . * ^ 


f v \* •« S *«-"•* • (B«e footco^) ^ ,r ^ S . . ^fNune Ua fo^) ‘ ; - ■ . .’1 -. * ± 

A.. * / at 1 • / 1 v - ♦ j *’ « *»_» - nn ' t - _JL_~_, aid #aa macrtf 

*. •»„*'. ^ ; , (Place and Suta at ooucirj) . ^ CD»u) ^ ' * . •' 4 : p - C. . * 

f ' on ' >v Her present add ref a ia — — — — -*•-• — r*( 


t-fl ' . IMv wife emlayjfci thsTUrHod S^e*,03*o# about and (her fa/tier) (her former $i£t 

^wz^-J^ir r r*rt ~ 

IT * ; « _ i • was hatr mAxcd Va a dtiicn of ty United Statesocfore the i.al~ 

. vf" • fPwtkn ta bracket* act to b* BUsd tn^^L'e cIaIoj dlUemiiip through blrUi In ifce UbIUx^&UUb) ♦ ■’ . ; «t-e. f 

ff *V ' T *. 7J/.. /i‘7- at v (cirT^^au) V ° 7 Tmo^wT - « 

» X. <■_ > /* ■ • * ••_ _ S_ _ ir»_ -e _ _ < _ -t x-_» 1 * . 4 ? * e*r ! ■ *.: t - ' * : ~ _ .l. V..V. _ - - j .. « _v„^ r . ,4 _* rji; 


.-fcpply Department^f at 






r' ; > *77 


«-T7 * *nt <\>*; 


L. *• .. * ' T * - «. ■■’ ■-*' ■ ... '. T* »— T w i . 

j£*Y *_ •• '•• . *v Y %; * : Y / v! ; m 

* -* .«■!»') w.ts bora at * r^- * • ^ f _ ^ . * 7 * r U^ 

Y a*id Ina-* J niv " prcxloupl/ married. ' ‘ ■ - ** 1 t/.f . .*'*?. ^ *- »J Wh ^i« nuI } r: ’*“ a 

I -, \previouhJy 'married on ;/; J ** . * * ' \ • .* ** : . v ; - ^ 

►•' * • / •* ! . */ ' - ■ * . I 

fy»* ' '. 'o|«od to^i5it Ibip fonowinV countries for the |'mrpo* V iniscat*.!: '£•'■-" ’ 

y ^cAsqsp£*JLe^f+< - ‘ Xf 


I , s , ! •. * ^ v <£*u.e olcucmnn rf 'u v Jwj . ^ 

r ’ 1 j 

f • I Wnrflo !«vc «.£ Cc»4 ! Sutii Wthe 1* of *‘1 , 


. on : 


f >-Vr. -r- ,. rf 

>• <?*-•/ • < ‘*v, W-V ' ** V 

~ - — ™~ 7 & 

7 -. ltj.ift,' 

•f . . . - 


'A 

iti 


on or ulmitt ‘ | 

the Ir.iioil State*. from I ... 

naturalize*! ns a ritizen uf Ihp^iiileujtnles l»jf. *r«.V 



I — -» year*, uninterruptedly, HI 

-"■w-- ; that hr wao 


0,1 * ns iii^yn by /the arrompanying (Vrtifirate uf Xatura!izatthi4^ 

that I havi* resided uut**»Xnf ti^JVited Stale/ at tli J following p lares for the following prrimU: • 

... j \ n C /?s f «» /7/r y 


and that I am dmiih’Hed^h t 

in the >li:l«* **} 

ill* la>t fVv*p° r( V^Wl'iai'i^ 

..MzsS&st 


/from t 


Staufs, m \^^*ynfan(^ r n^i« I r nee being alJy ^uC ^ ^ 

unerc 1 follow the o«*rupation of f 

JWj about to gutfiniail tcnf^rarilyTauTI r* 

i - * / I mnnlli* l .... wC/ ' 


* ■***,/) 


im«..l |«^ura I.. fVlnil7> Shy/s within ^ | mnnt lw J w - |h lhe purjMwr of r^j]^ «, M rp. r, 

fomiinjk the «l utii>s of \ti/.ensh if ^herein: ami I (Wire a pxuwport for u*c hi vioiiing the rountriW 

heivinulVr named for the following purpiwc: 







f T intend to leave the I'nilisl States from the ]ioH of . j^T 

* aailing eti Uiitnl i!ie ^ rt : . mi ' i^a. 

OATH OF AXXEGIANCE. ^ . . 

burthcr, I do solemnly swear that 1. will auptM>ri anil defend the Constitution ofuhe l 'nihil Stain 
agauist all enemies, foreign ami domestic*: that- I will liear true faith ami allegianrc to the same: ami 
that i take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion: So help me (mmL 


Sworn to liefure me thi 


,tu ^OetrJ 




X ... - 


A rmon bora la th* United 5Uatr* should submit a birth or baptismal certificate with hit a plication, or If (ho birth w*a 
m* molded, affidavits from lha attending physician, parents, or othor parson havtaf sufficient knowledge to bo a bio lo. testify 
ar to th# dace and date of tbo applicant's birth. . 


thr place and date of iho applicant's birth. • 

t If (be applicant's father tu bora ia this country. Uses should bo draw* frsp Iho blanks la War beta. _ 


^7/^y; 

-v- • r ■■ 


s. 



?J>Z- 



’ ' * • * . . * .. ■ _ *■ • . V ; ■ ' • •- *. - s. . . . 

' I«£0dfbtiLh)r vith die rulea iod rcgaltlloii* pre- * * RFMFW AT crp/rc *- r-i 

bribed b 7 ftu, PtMldent and tho SecAtel of Suie T ' m * * tNEW S L SERIES A 0.^3.^ 

Fur*uAat to law. I, aiuJcralf ncd, kcrrbj «ppl 7 . ' Twuport Ao. «?527c.V# 

“f 9 * * of the period of Tmlldltj of mr jp***- *.* .* p~ mm ‘ # c * ,, c'», . } | « 

p«t tkonutwfud a*(6«'r which apptv Imln. - . P**»port Serial Ao. •!•...; ...f. sS s ,| 

c ■ ••••: --ff'-v : •: ‘ ’ • . rattled on ..l.'jfrch^S , J.C-2A '-Vd s«- j ■- - '-on ' f» 

I* •: • h -r ‘V*\- £ ;-V , ■- *r : •' c ; ?'- " li 


M; 


aL SU IS;- t ^. 1 *| 0ck •“ $•* in l ’- v 4,1 pepons.who Lave ncduired citizenship through 

T 5 ’ : > >.??; i *:■ •• ' ' r. 

..Sina fey presept passport^as issue.!, I have rea'dcl outside U 1 e' f„i«V.i>Sl«tes atthcVoll.^-L." 
places for the ncnotls ‘slated: f. 

v. \ : \ * J_ 

— - — r : — -*trom • »* * to — — n “ '___ « 


f 

w 




• - V * .... ; ;\i 

y y , . , 

t .. . I ctnT.FY that the person to whom the nb/.v.. fc<„e.!>^ 8 r£ Iwf* «*£ ^ 8n ,\ ^ 

4%, % --..yv, ‘ y »‘a 

l. /... -*•* 19*3 % i 


0 person to t!u' itUrto pus^jiort wits i 

sieve::'*.;; / 


^ ,8E . A ’^V ■ ' * •• : - • 

r * O ^ v , '£ ‘ *, •/ • ; * *. • , „ ^ (R«e*tcc offioi) . ■ t 

:*> *•'.*:/ ^ *1.. f - • ■ (ovtr) ' :*. .-*• ^ 

V’- 4 j 't . : " *1* • < . * * '*•'** i- k ‘ ^ 

^ r. • m * . * ■ 


■rf * m 


I,'- t 


Kscription 


bf'. I to :W 

^ l * 4 .;t fnchn. r T ; 4 ^ }T.' \ • 

k4 “*> * 2 l 

r. ; » M.fr r/«Z/^/V/w' Vr . 3 iXiI 


or AfliticANr 




\ >- . . + : - 

"■•r~ .r. , . • . • .• •• 

2^, , . . ... 


- ; *V ; *1 “• *'• .*'..• *..•• 

If* Piatlmulahrwf marks or features _L -* * 

’--. * • • , rt » r ^4Nou sc/ berk* or ecus oafeab or tea' 

I •' «• V.- .v"’. T . ' -TTav*" 0 • /' 


by wWch •ppttaal c 


f (Otf ao4 Geeuf 


i - ‘ •' *' ; - * v 

-*> .. . ... vi b 

J • 4. \ ^ ^ 

fc . 6 * • * rk* 


Pli 

‘fid 




=* ‘ ;.. ?>• . 

/ * y. T,* 


‘LSI 


Si 


*« ■ : * iT - • 

* : *. ■*’ • ^ - '^Xnrhc 

• K* • y ^ v> iXijnber and ^treet 
* ’• -5cit^~ arid State 




fr; 




r 


i ’ * ViV; > ;-V*:V ;'• - ' - . . - ./ f ^ ^ 

- * •*h*,‘e.o“ I ^in3 r ^ St ‘? e .-f** B J Bto :“J oa-^th.. W rfof.tW, .pplica^^ue SMuijgp'utoffrA *,* € 

; •"■ :h V'^'i'kJ 

IV 1 *£ 3 n! y **V .? •*% 1 T“ “ft 0 * “*.&«•> W ConsUtutioa^ ot% trite* '$<££ ,gri& ’aU 

f * •-' d that 1 W **J tru . c *Uegiaacc^o the aame; iad thit'I t^ke thla ob&atlo.n’rreelT 

* - tt.ectal rewn.^tioa hr purpose o? etbsia a: So help ine God. *^. , . ' . ^ ’ A . ^ . - y „ • ! j f -t: ;5v 

r* ,♦ * L ' • ■' 1 : * *?* * * ; > *f ,V\* V V^ ‘ v s ' « / 

r \ . *4 ' -. - V •"■r;.*^ ./ i V k • 

y, • J^^rr * ;• : 

I A an^jVd^ri to befoTe me th‘ia~J^/_7L s> rrffo? . J : ‘ f 


I^J '•*, r.V ' A • •.= ' AsmTofS? Dtpa&mttf S&jSm 

?1 ' Of : ;• ; .‘ »-V ? , • v • - f . J 1 -TaH 

£ •■ ivw «<.>.cn)t>r ; . '£ : yOiZc£y-: TjO i -vo-uA •• v f • >■ 

^ . ■*• *:•! ; ^ - : AFFIDAVIT OF IDCNTIPVING WITNESS V /flc-^7 i/P* X ' fi 

• a - ; i' the undersign cd, Bolemdf^.u car that*! Jm a cituca of the United States, that I re*!? tTthe aj/^Tunttin U-1a\MS 

aiirnature hereto affixed: that I Inor. th«» ar.nlirant ^ >,r. ..x i. /k , a . // ... . . : >til 


- inc unaeiBigncG, eoienunj^wcar thatT jm a cituca of the United States; tl 
aignature hereto affixed; that I knor. the^pplicant who executed the affi'fivit hereri 
y Stales; that the statements made herein by the applicant arc true to the he:-t ** 

" r»ear t^ I ha vein own' the* applicant persona^y for * 1: *’ _* __ __ 

f.r : ; ; **. 

*, If wTtnets luiiMn (itucd ii pitiport, ghe number . y\ 

; and date of Issue or approximate date of Issue: • - . Vy 


fortli to citizen of the T 

k-Ll further, 1 eoletn^f 


* *{ x- * 
(iixn*:-ra or »I:a«s3' 


•t 1 


'• • . (R^iOfSce ct «soni) °jaj 

rt-:. , ; S 


19..i_ - . 4* 

• . * 4 •.* V *■' sf™ 


i *■>? .-•/ 





4 f , 




u * .*jb. 


* . - * 



'T v<- 

V f 







.*|i 


xr 


*?•■ TMt« UCTIOH MUST fct flUO III BY AU KBOKl\»HO HAVC ACQU1 *0 CfTlZENSHIP THWOUCH MAmiAC * OIV . 

^ ^ V ;•' • V r . ;/ V ‘ 4 ^.% >* *>- £ '•* ;y^ ; V 

*" m **’ Sinoc my present passport was issued 1 havobeen outside of the United States at the following pScea periods Jj 2 

elated: - .;. »• ‘ * _ . ..*•*• • »* Vt * •'. t : T. ' '• 2 ., ^ 

i VT : . « V* . - . . > . ’ r • * - » , y ■ ►. e ^ •;,»»? 


from 

Thtfpurposcs of my visits to the foregoing countries we 




fjem ..^Lj ; ll.. v . .1 to “il 

^ mo purposes or my tisiis io me loregoing countries were as^oflows (give reason or reasons for earS counri*> ^ 

■ ~Y' ; ~ ~ ~ jyrY— 




" . » ;V , (DO NOT Utc THI* SMfcCj * - ‘ l 

Application and pasaport Submitted for* Department's consideration 
by Agency, on _ 

(TriliA’.t of A*M:cy) ■ \ . (Orvie) * t 

* — ^ • ** -.. .tAp^E^pwlaait W Sum) . ,■ 


by ..J^YOP^ _ ^»cy.>0 : v jyt 4^933 T 

x5^3ire.:^9i*5Tr : ' 


__ 

UntQ tbe’-T- .* 

. .. • - • Vj‘> 

T 


. : -• 

SO fts® receive*! iij-Lk. 



-=r^‘* 


*5j00 

..a; ' i-Vt fc. rvfcA 4 *■<! 


/ y ”._J. •’•'T teatbid hiutu f ■ 
Oniaaij) ^’ V"*~\<ltp«si l ed by agency.' 


CP>o not. Mi thla 


- >V •:? « ■ . . ; •;. • . 

VK *& 

'^v.-- ; « a' y ■ vy. jp 


r;.* :>*c~ :*yc re-^tv.-r 4 ► *; • r ' i ; ./V • •; ; , v . V '-JH 




^ jar- » 


description op applicant. 


- ^ V 


A-**: <2- ^ years. M 

Stniinv ^ Cm. *} inrlu*, Kn«. C 

Kuri'lx ml: 

Ni>—-: *■' 

Dislitijf I'hin;; murk-* ^ 

^ . identification. 


Chin: . 


Complexion: 


Fur,-: 





10 : . 


, ' ( natirc 1 •*• ** 

tuilriniily Awear that 'I uni a ^ na tun»UzcJ J 011X11 

L| # ; * ; thal I have known 


of the I’nit^l Stall's; that I rrsiil*? ‘it ~ 

. , * * personally lor 

the oiMive-naineil .... — ; 1 


rears an«l 


>A . < «“ 1 h. „ native .•itiz.n of the rnii.nl Stolen; an.l .Ltd in { {£} affidavit 


;, n , irll ,. I" the U>1 of my kll«i'vle«l;{e. ainl InJief. 


IV. ,<•-« *» mbri |***— be urejud 
«. wM*n» i» • K ■ P** ‘ »*>>«-»» II >« l** 
mniMIMfllMbltlKli'ltlM w,Knkn 

in tMtr i itM waUlhm ci««M «4 lO« 

« sUmm* t»« 


iXdArrr* mt nUwrm » 


Sworn to Iwforr mo this ‘l°y 


10 


/ 7 * rL m of th* 


A,.,.l....... il.-'in— ,.=.n«,..rl I.. I- —.1 l» Hu- following 


(/ MJ/t* 




A msoc* daptir*»« «f the l*e«OTph m. W atterW 
hereto nwl 1** -ml to the v!,h t ,h# a M. 

nnUm. <<• oiBse* *» the P»« , P orf ,n!h “ i®!**-** 1 
U< the I^wrtiaeot’* -«!• 



• M 







•* .» ** ¥*• ' ' * . > J >1 v * V: •*• : J^ 7 ^c~r 1 

* fti .'• « > # " / / - » «• ■ . * ,* r * , f- : t - . 

• - j intend to leave the Unit<*l SUtca from the port cT-^r; XT 7'^r 

‘1 . . * .*r i** v ^-» 1 * ■* • *• * ■ « V *. r . . _\s • . 


’ . V“V*, 




>. * 


vujr.-ty ...... .... 

iC , itoim l] V 


\ ' 


*>> 




• > .* 


■; : ^ ■ '• j-u? 


/ *, m V -'-■ <■ ■* - iL_: '- -•- 

; ■'"•* i.1. '- ■■•* .' • _/• . ■ - „ * * i' i 

. *» . 


. **v 


. . • ■ «. 

.7 -- ir 


;.*;J>\i’ i ;’*V*. ;; V*. - * - V V- \ 1 ' * . ' - '*/• *jjf ’r ;*1 

^ .“•“ r " V . ■• :' -•: . .K>’v r -- *> ■ • Vyf „ 

V ; • :>Vi » - y v- •' •«> * 

■.ir — t ■’■**' t* • **■*.- -* .... * * ' *.-*- . i»*» _ \.* - • . •v w ,t \ ’•«. . o 'Ac 




» «'.i ; - . 

V ‘ : Eyes; ,., 




Complexion: * t * 




Face: 


Distinguish iri^ marks ----- 

• - • . ; v / . • . 

? ■'•<'■ • V- • *' -r * 


IDENTIFICATION. 


■ 




LiUcsJ _ 

^•cchmj or ujatiio ncr(Klln In bli services 
<Sp caanactioa y!g> tfte rescaUan i[ applks tun J . 

Sr’obf — ' - - 


; *■■• «•«— iff?*-?-., ^ Vr. >♦; •%•... •• ypr ; ;; •••;•;:> y ’ 

ui /••• •. •*-.&’• 7 ^ v * . ••':.• •* 

JI ) *■’:/ jr * ' '* • *-t • - . _ .' Z A - \ r <Addr^» «» 1 tnr«.)_ * *, , 4 - r 

I r v*v ^ • /*■:.*' * * • >■■ .)■ ’/ ,* y } ‘ - ^ \ a f }„• tT-V 

.. . 2 * ^ -r r I V * Sworn, to before me this ‘..1 ‘ daf ' - ’* <r **‘ • 1 *« ; ; v** 

P ? -r*. v, V; ■? ; ■ ■ >. % . . "*j 

• . • [aPAVI • .* •. .\ * • .v. . •• «*. 

S * •* u * • . ^ . S • • • „ *- * . t .- - * i * _ - * J\ 

vS- :■ - -i •• { r ‘ *.*' • .*■•• /VI. 

s^ “* . * e m - - y X' < I 1 j ■ - * «.. . - *— * . - ’. j> r.^ . j »J 

L — e- - - *;■: oT^, «*• >n:',jsA j-Jrg44j 

fe 

^ ^ ^ Applicant destfes passport to sent to tho following adilress: U ' • ■' ' f V v« -• * '.*. 


: M/.j 




•> 


A si^nc«t «Iup!iraia of tl:o phnio^ji-ii to ho afUilu^’ ' 
horcJo must bo wat to t*i.- Poptr-moat •ai-Ji 0:r a:*pli- " r 'i 
cation, to 1-c afTivoi lo the pawp^rt" widi un ia:;irt4a'ja ‘ *• '3 

.i. n '_k - 7 . i • • vk P 


.-TV* 


.-t’" | V. r™ T 1 * r — 1 1 — 

~ VA. ' . I’ ■ :'*<*- -i v: V. - :» 


P-- v\ 




: * 


V V -v' ^ 

.One I - ‘ "* ' 

in tliifl \ 
meat's •; 

Fenl of t 
tho p!io 
not tho 


.-V* •-> :'• 


— , *}• ■ .- ; v . . V. 


i! T/ 


j 






^5? 








•rn* 

P. ^ , ..• . • •- • .. .; : • OATrf OF ALLEGIANCE *'fl 

t, * ;." .'■ ‘ ■ r^rlhor, I do solemnly swear that I will ,J» *. . £ • .*■ .' - - ••■- t ... .. (j 

? * Tt I *:u bear true faith J 1 " rni ' C<J S '«'" »U «.£3 

/f - , ' - ' mcn, “' « , «r'-»tlon or puTo,-.; of evasion: S » help J? Cod. ' th 4 that 1 *»*« this obligation tncljyiSf^S 


/!< . memo, reservation or put-...; of evasion: S . help m'- Cot 

*,#/ $5* ' ’ ' :••.•=:•>.[•. ■... • 
Isy y * r> ■ • *Stjont t 6 before me this ....’. da\- 
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Office MemoWndum • united st/ ws government 


TC t 


Supervisors in the Security Division 

a 

from : ]£r. A. H. Belmont 

SUBJECT:^ JAVhs LAN5STOl\ KUSHaS 
v SLCKi.in VkTT Z - C 

* si* ° . 

bJdFGSgj • 


DATE: June 14, 1951 

k cO' 


Jtf 


:;/ 


"To 


- the files of the 
DETAILS : 



h_to the appropriate supervisors information appearing in 
* relative to toe above case. 


There is 

in the f lies of the 



/ -h 

owing information appears 


C**i Doc. ^0 4 ^ 5 

31 Sr 1 LrifX. 


ACTION : 


This information should be reviewed for the purpose of determining 

itoether: 


1. The information is in the case file in report form and a&s been 
disseminated. 


2. In the event "this inf or nation is not in file in report form but 
is of such a nature that no active investigation is required, the information 
should, nevertheless, be furnished to the field to be incorporated immediately 
into a report suitable for dissemination. 


3* In the event the information is not in the file in report fora 
and is of a nature itoich necessitates further investigation, the information 
should be furnished to the field with explicit instructions as to the investi- 
gation desired. Ihe field should be instructed to conduct this investigation 
immediately^ and submit results to the Bureau in report farm suitable for 
dissemination. t 


.?*** 


For the information of the supervisory 
obtained on a confidential basis from the 


the attache d material was 
an June 5, 1951 




% 


In referring to the source of this information in any casaunleatlon 
to the field, the supervisor should advise the field that the information 
obtained from a confidential s ource of knows reliability on June 5, 1951 


no reference should be made to th 
information * 



AHBimhfrjef^ 
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RECORDED • 3C 

Bt-73 
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to 


the source of this 











Office T'Aemty Qhdum • united sT'lfe government 

« 

TO s Supervisors in the Domestic Intelligence date- August IS, 1951 

Diuieion 

fe° m s Belmont - ;!)■> 

r '/ . °~- 

SLBJBCT: . JjUfES LANGSTON BUG EES 
SECURITY MATTER - C . 

.J5S' • . ' 


■ PURP OSE! 

To furnish to the opprcpricte ^per^yr* _ 

motion appearing in the .files of t he^fhQM/9* ** w *»*/ ^ j.» 
fatSom* reldive te the above case • v 

DETAILS : 

There ts attached hereto oopm 

document* contained In the WlAM/ TWvmpmKwWhM^ut^ 
Piles, concerning the above —capzi one d subject ionic h was - 
furnished by G»2 memorandum dated August 2, 1951, a 
copy cf which is attached o 

ACTION: 

This information should be reviewed for the pur- 
rose of determining that all the information has been 
incorporated in a report and disseminated , end. that the 
necessary acticn has been or is being taken in connec »icn 
therewith . In the event the same has not been done, the 
. nforr.ation should be furnished to the field for report 
purposes ond appropriate action* *. *■ 
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gtl'kn immediate attention • 
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: 100-15139 
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Pl rAF.Tlil ;.T 6T FAS Affi/T 

OFFICE OF THE ASS 15 TAM CHIEF OF STAFF, 6-2, INTELI IGENCE 

WASHINGTON 25, D*C. 


2 August 1951 


G2-IRqmtS 

IfEk'CPA ?:PV1! FOR: DIRECTOR , FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SUBJECT: TN* fiitklh/ &&F 


1 9 Reference is made to Federal Eureau of Investigation 
letter dated 10 February 1951 , subject cs above requesting all 
avoi Icble data or. individuals listed therein • 


T. Transmitted herewith a-e phctcst-iic copies of d 
contained in the fShts*M MjCG Files pertain: 
individuals listed in Orac IV sf tsferei.es letter* 


drcuKents 
ing to 


FOR TEE ASSIST* XT CKU.F Cl STAFF, C 


31 Inc la : 

1-31 Fhotostattc copies 
Sl'R File Lccuaents 


GARRISON B. C OVERSALE 

Colonel , Arty • 

Chief, Collection end Tisseatnattcn 
Licit ion, 6-2 
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OJJiue iviem ctndum • united*. I dvernment 


TO . DIRECTOR, FBI 


FAOM 


SAC, DALITS 




DATE* 2A2/52 


( 100 - 0 ) 


'.'.^SUBJECT* LANGSTON HUGHES 

' « SECURITY MATTER - C 


AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY/ / 


/• / 


Station 1M3C, 36 OI Kimbro Street, Fort 
Worth, Texas^aovised that subject has been scheduled to appear in 
a recital at the St. Andrew's Methodist Church, a Negro church. 
Fort Worth, Texas, at 8:00 P.M. on February 19, 1952, the proceeds 
to go to the I. K. T errell H igh School, a Negro school, and at the 
request of a Mrs. U. sI^SFUTH, 966 East Terrell Street, of the 
Business and Professional Club, a Negro civic organization. This 
radio stat^r^^^een making spot announcements as a cooperative 
feature. informed that six or eight announcements have 

been made 


ML\m 


sm> 


He stated that he observed an Associated Press article In the 
Fort 'Worth Star-Telegram on the morning of February 7^195^^^the^//l 
effect that "Red-shy San Antonio cancels Negro Show. 
explained that thi3 article went on to state that subject was to have 
appeared at San Antonio for ^ovorr^^n February 24, 1952, next 
except for the cancellation ^^P|^|^sta ted that he has no informa- 
tion concerning this subject, except that the advertising describes 
him as being a Negro, poet laureate. / 




fsreaTrfit his station is much concerned after 
reading the Associated Press article and doe s_ not desire to con- 
tinue to ’advertise the recital if in fact the'sub jeet is a Communist. 


The indices of the Dallas Office are negative. CLOSED. 


cc: San Antonio 
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Hr, J. Edgar Hoover, \ 

F;»J • I • 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 


Enclosed find copy which was given to me, which, la 
self-explanatory, I am Informed that the author of thle^ 1 lt c W%ll 
known. He is the Individual, who, Is the author of the blas- 
phemous poem, " Goodbye Christ", One almost feels humiliated to 
read such vulgar g. if not, most ignorant thoughts, written by such 
a person. Do you not think, that, anyone, with such diabolical 
and antagonistic motives, is dangerous to the country? Who, has 
the effrontery to circulate such destructive influence. And, 
should be apprehended/ in my opinion. 

It is the height of ignorance, to believe that the world 
owes anyone a living. Or, what others have earned, by the sweat 
of their brow, to share with those, who are lazy. If, anyone is 
looking for work. In order to make a living, he can find it. 

There is no such thing, as a path of roses, in this world. God, 
never Intended it this way. If the hu m an mind, needs discipline 
to devebpp one* s character, life, will give it to him. 


There is no such thing, as GOVERNMENTAL SECURITY, or, any 
other HUMAN SECURITY. This idea, is an illusion; and the sooner 
people are educated 'to the TRUTH, the sooner- will they get the 
TRUE PERSPECTIVE, and UNDERSTANDING of LIFE. 

IGNORANCE, GREED, and IMMORALITY has been on the war 
path, much too long already. And, the result has been a state 
of confusion amongst some of the people, ana/ some of the leaders, 
in the world today. 


Our government, is partly to blame for some of the things 
which are happening today. Our government, has set a VERY SHAME- 
FUL EXAMPLE to the people, and, to the rest of the world, with .. 
it's corruption, greed. Immorality, and untruthful PROPAGANDA, , 
and, exploitation. Shameful, as it is to hear, andrread about. ~ 


No wonder, righteous indignation, is being aroused all 
over the nation, by the thinking people today And, it is ..time 
that something constructive be done about it, to, correct > 

*thls shameful condition. It is time to get serious about .ithis. 


This country has been successful, because of the CHRIST- 
IAN PRINCIPLES, AND, SELF" INITIATIVENESS, and Thrift. And, this 
Anti-Christ, movement will be defeated. . , / -. 

' f bjO- ' . / - 6 - 

' - fcct/ftoiu v • ' 
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GOD, IS THE ONLY POWER THERE IS. Let me repeat. God power. 

is the only POWER THERE IS. 

♦ 

To substantiate this, the true facts are in the blble. 

Communism, Stahlin, or, anyone else, has no power, unless, 

God allows it. There, is no such thing as HUMAN POWER. Jesus 

told a this, when he said," I, BY MYSELF CAN DO NOTHING, IT IS THE 
FATHER WITHIN ME, HE DOETH THE WORK*. And, Jesus, knew the Truth, 
spoke it, and demonstrated it. 

Man must adhere to God's universal laws. The law hath 
dominion over man, as long as he lives. To violate these laws, 
one suffers the consequences. 

It is time, that this government return to a state of 
complete INTEGRITY, and, thereby REFLECT and RADIATE a state of 
complete morality, and, soundness, purity, honesty, and upright- 
ness. It is time to be serious about this, and, with it help to 
raise the consciousness of mankind. 

God, help us to see this change soon, and, with it, ai 
removing of all personalities, who, are guilty of contributing 
to the disintegrating of Integrity, in our government. 

God help us , to preserve the principles of this country, 
and, help us to sustain it's security, and our integrity. 

Yours very truly. ^ 
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Coj.. - GOOD MORNING, ^/OLUTION. 


Good morning, Revolution; 

You're the very beet friend 
* I ever had 

We gonng pal around together from nov on. 

€ ^ 

Say listen Revolution; 

You know, the boss where I ueed to work. 

The gtfy than gimme the air to cut down expenses, 

He wrote a long letter to the papers about you; 

Said you was a trouble-maker, a alien-enemy. 

In other words a son-of-a-bitch. 

He called up the police , 

And told 'em to watch out for a guy 
Named Revolution. 

You see, the boss. 

The bo s 8 knows you're my friend, 

He eees us hangln' out together. 

He knows we're hungry, and ragged, 

And ain't got a damn thing In this world— 

And are gonna do something about it. 

The boss '8 got all he needs, certainly. 

Eats well. 

Owns a lotta houses. 

Goes vacationin'. 

Breaks strikes, 

Runs politics, bribes, police. 

Pays off congress. 

And strut 8 all over the earth — 

But me, I ain't never had enuf to eat. 

Me, I ain't never been warm in winter. 

Me, I ain't never known security — 

All mybLlfe, been livin' hand to mouth. 

Hand to mouth. 

Listen, Revolution, 

We're buddies, se e— 

Together, 

We* can take everything; 

Factories, arsenals, houses, ships. 

Railroads, forests, fields, orchards. 

Bus lines, telegraphs, radios, 

( Jesus 1 Raise hell with radios! 

Steel mills, coal mines, oil wells, gas 
ah the tools of production. 

( Great day in the morning') 

Everything — 

And turn 'em over to the people who work. 

Rule and run 'em for us people who work. 

Boy! Them radios— 

3roadc a etlng that very first morning to USSR: 

■Another member of the International Soviet's done come 



' 
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Greetings to the Socialist Soviet Republics 
Hey you rising workers everywhere greetings" 

And we* 11 sign it: Germany 
Sign it: China 
. .Sign It: Africa 
'Sign it: Poland 
Sign it: Italy 
Sign it: America 

Sign it with my own name: Worker 
On that day no one will be hungry, cold, oppressed 
Anywhere in rthe world again* 

That* s our Job! 

I been starvin' too long, 

Ain't you? 

Let's go. Revolution! 


■Langston Hughes* 




\ 


March £1 , X95B 


os Angeles . Calif or ni 



recorded ■ 

Q ~ **Vhvnijf you. for your letter of March 11, 
1952, with enclosure , 

_ A Tour courtesy and interest in making 

',1. this material available to me are sincerely appre- 

ciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


• j 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director ^ 

cc - Los Angeles 

cc - New York ' / 

ATTENTION SAC's: Correspondent enclosed with 

her letter a poem entitledjrGood Morning, Revolution * 
by Lqngston { ^ughes, Bureajf '’files reflect that 
Hughes has been’ identified with several Communist 
dominated front organisations in New York City , His 
poem is a salute t o the 3ovis\ ~Uni on. 

NOTE: Correspondent has previously furnished material 

to the Bureau which she believed indicated Communist ~ 
activities in Los Angeles, Her full name and marital 
status secured from previous correspondence , 
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mar 21 1952 
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STATE STREET SCHOOL NO. 3 ^ 

HACKENSACK. NEW JERSEY 
O La mom# Mill 


h i > J 


rj' 

January 12, 1953 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 

The facul 
New Jersey, is cons 
by the Iroquois Pub! 
negro poet, Langdorr 


iblietl 

irr'Huk 


of the State Street School, Hackensack - , 
ring, the adoption of a textbook published 
King Company imich contains a poem by the 
khes. 


A serious question has been raised concerning Ur. 

Hughes as an American citizen. Would you please send to me a 
sumary of Ur. Hughes’ status as you know it in your capacity 
as a Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Very sincerely yours 



/ 


A 






January 16, 29S3 



p 




School number 3 
Hackensack, New Jersey 



Dear I 


received* 


m<L j 


^our letter dated January 12, 1J53, has been 


Although 1 would like to be of service, in- 
formation in rBI files is confidential and available 
for official U3e only, ' I would like to point out also 
that t his Bureau is strictly a fact-finding agency, 
end it is not within the scope of its prescribed au- 
thority to n eke evaluations or draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any individual or organ- 
ization, 

I know you will understand ths reason for ^ 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or g ^ 
.that we do not have the information you requested, j? ^ 

Sincerely yours, 

'i 



I co : ; vi - F 3 i . 

John sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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cc - Newark, with copy of inga^kiSg£} 

ATTENTION SAC: Langston Hughes is subject of 

an active Internal Security .- C cas.e, ■ 

NOTE: The main file on Langston (correct -r name) Hughes 

ia Bufile 100-1/6139-65, . ‘ 7 
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FISK UNXVEBSXT ') 



As one who has been friendly to Fisk and entertained some confidence in its 
seriousness and integrity as. an educational institution, I hope you have not 
been too. greatly agitated by the quite extraordinary demonstration of the „ 
American Legion over a TIegro poet, Langston Hughes, who appeared on one of 
our International Student Center programs, - 

There have cone to my attention, all too ofton indireotly, so many disturbed 
inquiries about a program that had been scheduled in the routine of the 
Center's woekly programs, I feel that you should have a note about it* Except 
for the sudden and tempestuouc protests of the Legion against Nr. Hughes, I 
doubt if there would have been s»ore than a baker's dosen of students attending 
the poetry reading on November 3rd, when they were preparing for mid-term 
examinations. For the pest twenty years or more he has been making a tour of 
colleges Interested in Negro poetry readings, and he has been here at least a 
doxen times, depending on his annual itinerary. 

As a poet, Langston Hughes is great, or average, or mediocre, according to 
one's literary and aesthetic tastes. Over the past quarter century, he has 
written poetry, short stories, plays, a partial autobiography and a number 
of children's books — all together, about 20 books. He also writes a some- 
what humorous column In one of the Negro weekly newspapers. His poetry is, 
in my judgment, uneven in its literary quality, and some of it has been 
soeroely above the level of simple narration. But that has been his living, 
and he has written more good than bad poetry, 

• ' . ' . > V ‘ 

The attaoks on Langston Hughes that have come to my attention have centered 
about an ungainly attempt at irony in a poem, written some twenty or more 
years ago, which was, in my opinion, and that of many of his friends, ir- 
religious. He has not thought enough of it himself to inolude it in any one 
of the several anthologies of his jwetry, and, so far as I can judge, has been 
as ashamed of it as were his friends, > 

ft 

I doubt if there is c student in our entire enrollment who ever heard of this 
poem before it was published in the Record and given exaggerated prominence in 
the protests of the Legion. Certainly he has never reed it or anything like 
it in any of his poetry reading here. He has felt deep racial hurts in the 
past, as have many Negroes, end this has been reflected in some of his 
writing. But curiously enough on this oeession he was aotually saying that 
the reports in the North about tha hard life of Kegroat in tfie South ar# 
graatly exaggerated out of ignorance of the life and progress Of tha South. 

, . - I ■ ff-t J 

I o ~ ‘ 




13 November 1952 


We are not naive on the national ooneern about Coasnuniata and subversives. We 
have demonstrated that ve have no toleranoe for any euoh aotivity or philosophy, 
however it eight be disguised. I have known Langston Hughes sinee he was a 
youth just out of high school, who won a national prise with a poem oalled 
,"£he Weary Blues." So far as the knowledge of any of us extends he has never 
'b'den Involved in any of tho Ccnanunist rackets. Since the attacks I hsve 
deliberately sought to learn if there is any such unfavorable record in the 
fil'ea-of tho official agenoies ehargod with nalcing such identifications. I 
have not yet found any such. 

We invited representatives of the Aster.ioan Legion to attend the poetry reading 
and three oame. They were: Mr. Lee Sanders , Bev.. Pickens Johnson and Coamander 

Clarke. Prom their eonments afterwards there was nothing that they eould ob- 
ject to in thb poems 1 and informel commentaries ^atout various kinds of .Negroes, 
fkora folk peoplo to frustrated Harlem slum dwellers; from wasted lives to 
seekers after beauty. 

He read his poetry here last year and the year before, and from time to tine 
back as far as 1932, and nobody has been espooially concerned — not even our 
students. We are brought suddonly to attention by .public protests over one 
radio atation, and in the columns of the newspaper, the Record . (Neither the 
Tennessean nor the Banner gave any such dangerous and menacing emphasis). 
Comnitteea of the Legion waited on the F.B.I., the Police Chief, the Mayor, 
the looal Trustees of the University, and many of the substantial oitisens of 
the city. 

1 presume that those who knew the University, its educational program and its 
integrity, paid little attention. Those who did not know it were simply 
guided by their best lights. 

• 

A quite serious question is posed, however, that is unimportant so long as the 
powerful intimidations are dlreoted at a small institution that must rely 
upon the basic virtues of e sturdy even though remote cltieenry to defend 
American and Chriatlan prinoiplaa oommonly aeoepted. But it is a danger that 
can grow and encompass larger and s»re important aeotora of our eitisenry." 

Thia ia not intended aa a defense of e person or of a literary style.' It is, 
frankly, a statement of a quandry. For, even though we normally exerolse 
care in selecting our speakers for various occasions, it begins to get con- 
fusing ,gnd embarrassing when, with no real issue of national eeourlty being 
involved, looal pressure groups intervene to determine who ehould not appeer 
on our school programs. 

I thought you would he interested in our situation and our thinking on this 
matter. 


Slnoerely yours. 




tim 




•’■**•* 
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A BOTE OB THE POEM "GOODBTE. * .<iIST" 


On the surfaee Langston Hughes' poen coons grossly Irreverent end athelstlo. 
Hughes says of this poem. In an article, "My Adventures as a Social Poet," In 
Phylon Magazine published by Atlanta University (3rd Quarter, 1947)t 

# * • . . * 1 * ■ 
"This poem was one of my least suobessful efforts at poetic communication, 
in that many persons have misinterpreted it as an anti-Chris tisn poem. I 
intended it to be just the oppooito. Satirical, even ironic, in style, I 
meant it to be a poen against those whom I felt were misusing religion for 
worldly or profitable purposes. In the poem I mentioned Aimee Semple 
McPherson. This apparently made her angry. From her Angelas Temple pul- 
pit ihe preached ageicst me eeying, 'There are many devile among us, but 
the sioat dangerous of all is the. red devil, . And now here eomee among ns a 

• red devil in a blaok skin'." : > ' . ‘ • * .. '• r 

' .■•••* . •/.. 
"She gathered her followers together and sect them to swoop down upon me 
one afternoon at an unsuspecting and innocent literary lunoheon in 
Pasadena's Vista del Arroyo Hotel. Robert Nathan, I believe, was one of 
the speakers, along with a number of other authors. I was to have five 
minutes on the program to read a few poems from my latest collection of folk 
vereos, 'Shakespeare in Harlem,' hardly a radical book." 

"When I arrived at the hotel by car from Los Angeles, I notieed quite a crowd 
in the streets where thetraffio seemed to be tangled. So I got out some 
distance from the front, of the hotel and walked through .the grounds to the 
entrance, requesting my oar to return at three o'clock. When I asked in the 
lobby for the location of the luncheon, I waa told to wait until the desk 
clerk sent for the chairman, George Palmer Putnam. Nr. Putnam arrived with 
the manager, both visibly excited. They informed me that the folloRers of 
Aimee MoPhereon were vehemently picketing the hotel because of my appearance 
there. The manager added with an azgrleved look that he could not have such 
a commotion in front of his hotel. Either I would have to go or he would 
cancel the entire luncheon." /'-* • . /. ' * * 

"Hr. Putnam put it up to me. I said that rather than inconvenience several 
hundred gueets and a half dozen authors, I would withdraw — except that I - 
did not know where my ear had gone, to would someone be kind enough to drive -/ 
me to the station. Just then a doorman earns In to inform the manager that 
traffic waa completely blocked in frontof the hotel. Frantically th- r.-snirer 
rushed out. About that time a group of foursquare Gospel members poured into 
the lobby in uniforms and armbands and surrounded me end George Palmer Putnam, 

• demanding to know if we were Christians. Before X eould eay anything, Mr, ^ 
Putnam lit into them angrily, eay log it was none of their business hnd ntatlng 
that under *our Constitution a man would have any raligion be ohose, as well as 
freedom to express, himself." 

"Just then an old gentleman about seventy-teo who waa one of the organisers 
of the literary lunoheon oene up, saying he had baen asked to drive me to 





A Note on "Goodbyj hrist" (oontinued) 
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the station, and get me out of there so they eould start the lunoheon. Shak- 
ing hands with Mr. Putnrm, I aooompsnied the old gentleman to the street, 
fh^re Aimes's sound truck had been backed across the roadway blocking all 
passage so that limousines, trucks, and taxis were tangled np in all dlreo- 
£lfns. Thn sound tri:ck was playing 'God Dless America* while hundreds of 
pioketa milled obout with signs denouncing Langston Hughes — atheistic Bed. 
Rich old ladies on the arms of their chauffeurs were trying to get through 
the' crowd to the lunoheon. Beporters were dashing about.* 

"None of the people recognised me, but in the excitement the old gentleman 
eould not find hia ear. finally he hailed a taxi and nervously thrust m ' - 7 
dollar into tha driver's hand with the. request .that' I be driven to the station. 
Be asked to be exeused himself in'order to get back to' the lunoheon. ' Just as 
I reached ojt the door to shake hands in farewell, three lerge white ladiec 
with banners rushed up to the cab. One of then screamed, '*e don't shake 
hands with niggers where we come from’." 

"The thought came over me that the picketing might turn Into a race riot, in 
whloh oase 1 did not wish to be oaught in a eab in a traffic jam alone. I 
did not turn loose the old gentleman's hand.; Instead of shaking it fa fare- 
well , I simply pulls*! him into the taxi with me, saying 'I thought you were 
going to the station, too.'*. 

"As the pickets snarled outside, I slammed the door. The driver started off, 
but we were caught in the traffic blooked by the sound truck lustily playing 
'God Bless America.' Tho old gentleman trembled beside me, until finally we 
got dear of the mob. As we baoked down a side street and turned to bead for 
the station, the sirens of approaching poliee cars were heard in. the distanoo. " 
• * " # # « 

"Later I learned from the afternoon papers that the Vhole demonstration hsd 
been organised by Aimes yePhereoa's publicity man, and that when the poliee 
arrived he had been arrested for .refusing to give up the keys to the sound 
truck stalled midway the street to blook the traffio. This simply proved the 
point I. had triad to make in the, poem — that the ohuroh might as well bid 

Christ goodbye if . his gospel, were left in the haqde of such people.* 

. .. • •" • . '* 

"Four years Inter 1 was to be picketed again in Detroit by Cer&ld L. ?.• Smith's 
kothers of Amerioa — for ever sinoe the Foursquare Gospel demonstration in 
California, reactionary groups have ooples, used and distributed this poem. 
Always they have been groups like Smith's, never known to help the fight for 
democratic »*‘egro rights in America, but rather to use their energies to foment 
riots such as that before Detroit's Sojourner Truth housing project where the 
Klan-ninded tried to prevent colored citisens from occupying government homes 
built for them." 

*X have had ono threatening oocmunioetlon .signed A Clansman. And many sour- 
rllous anonymous anti-Negro letter# from persons wbost writing did not always 
lndieata illiteracy. On a few oeeasions, reactionary elements have 'Yoroad 
liberal aponaors to cancel their plane to present me in a reading ofay poems. * 

... *" 

"I reoall that In Gary, Indiana, some years ago the eolored toaohers were 
threatened with loss of their jobs if I aoeepted their invitation to appear 
at one of the public schools. In another eity a white high sohool prineipal, 
made apprehensive by a small group of reactionary parents, told me that he 
coamunloated with the F.B.I. at Washington to find out If I were a member: 
of the Communist Party. Assured that I was not, with the approval of hie 
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eehool board, he presented me. to hie student body. To further fortify hie . 
respectability, that morning at assembly, he had invited all of the Negro 
ministers and elvio leaders of the town to sit on the stage in a semi-oirole 
behind me. To the students it must ha to looked like a kind of modern min-... 
s^t&sl show as it was the first time any Negroes at all had been invited to 
their assembly." 

"So gobs tho life of a social poet." 








s 
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S®EAK I!I NASHVILLE 
.ashville Record* iiovember 3* 



Langston Hughes* listed by the house Un*Amerioan activities 
oonaittee* the California Senate Investigation oommlttee* and Mati- 
onal Republic* as belonging to numerous Communist front organisations, 
^ is scheduled to speak at the Fisk University International 8tudent . 
^Center# at 6 p.m. Vonday* - • •; ■ 

• H Hughes wroto the following poem* on the strength of which he* 
was refused by the people of San Antonio* Texas* the privilege of 
.speaking in that oity. The Nashville Record presonts this oopy. 

The rest is up to the oity of Nashville* 


"Goodbye Christ" • * ■ 

By Langston Hughee ■'* 


' "Listen Christ * ' * ' * 

You did alright in your day, I reckon 
?ut thot day ia gone nor. 

They ghosted you up a swell story, too. 
Called it the bible- 
but it's 'loud no*... 

The popes and the preachers 've 
Cede too much money from it 
They've sold you to too many. 

"Kings, genorals, robbers and killers* 
.'ven to the Czar end cossacks, 

Even to the Rockefeller's Churoh* 

Even to the Saturday Evening Post. 

You ain't no good no more. 

Tr.ey've pawned you 

Till you've done wore out. 


"I said Uel 
Go ahead on now 
Your getting in the way of 
things* Lord. 

*nd please take Ohandi 
with you 
Nhen you go 
And St. Pope Plus 
And St. Alaee NePhersoa 
And Big, black St. Pecton 
Of the Consocrated Dime 
And step on the gas Christ! 
Hove! 

Don't be so slow about mo via! 
The world is mine from now on 
And nobody's gonna sell I'K 
To a king, or a general 
0r‘* millionaire." 


"Goodbye 

Christ Jesus# Lord Goc Jehova* 

Beat it on away from here 

Hake way for a new guy .with no. religion at all* 
A real guy jaamed 

llarx Co sin unlit Lenin Peasant 8talia ' * 

Worker me* 


Here* also is a poem by Langston Hughes which did not appear in the 
above issue of the* Reoord. 


CliR 1ST IN ALAliAilA 


Christ is a nigger 
beaten and blaok 
0 bare your baok. 


Mary is his mother Cod's his father 

kamy of the South Khite master above 

Silanoe your mouth. Grant us you r love. 

Host holy bastard of the bleeding mouth. r 
Rigger Christ on the cross of the South. 


(Copies from tho American Councilor) 
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(RESOLUTIONS FOR TOUR CONSIDERATION) 

• 


Whereas, Langston Hughes is reportedly listed by the House 
un-Ameriean Activities Comal ttee, the California Senate Invest!* 
gating committee, and National Bepublio as belonging to nunerous 
Communist front organisations, enfl. \ 4i - t .. 

Whereas, he mas scheduled to speak ot the International stu- 
dent Center of 1'isk University on Mondoy evening, November 3, at 
eight o'clock, and 


Whereas, it is reported that be has teen there on numerous 
other occasions, and 

' Whereas, he is a highly controversial character, and 

Whereas, his communistic position is widely-knowr., the en- 
closed poems by him being evidence of such, and 

Whereas he is regarded by many as r. dangerous radical, and 

Whereee, we have a genuine interest in preserving the Ameri- 
can way of life, ■ ^ • 

* . •• . * f w 

Be it therefore resolved that we express our sinoere regrets 
over the feet that Langston Hughes has been given a place on any 
program at risk University, an institution which has rendered, 
and may yet render, an invaluable service in educating end train- 
ing Negro leadership, j . • , 

Be It further resolved that we express *mve eoneern over . 
tho dangers involved in poisoning the minds of the younr people 
of the Negro raoe with un-Christian end un-American teachings* 

* Ee it further resolved that we voioe our opposition to his 
ever being Included on any program at Fisk University, or in the 
City of Kaohville, and 

Bo it further resolved that we petition tho trustees of Fisk 
University end the Administrative staff to thoroughly investigate 
the oharaoter, beliefs, and tssohlngs of Langston Hughes in order 
that steps may be taken to prevent his return to Fisk University 
and to Bashvllle* 


4#.* 
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TO 1 Director, FBI 

Memphis (100-0) 
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SDBJBCTt LANGSTON HUGHES 

S.K. - C. 


& L fc* 


DATE: 3/125/53 
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Luring the first week in Novenber, 1*52, the subject was a 
guec- speaker at the International Student Center at Fisk University, 
Nashville, Tenn. In view of newspaper publicity in the Nashville Record, 
the .vee kly legal type newspaper published in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
also ir. view of publicity given to the talk in a radio program featuring 
Reverend rRED STROUD of the Bible Presbyterian Church, Nashville, Tenn., 
which publicity indicated „that HUGHES was a Communist inasnudi as he had 
written the poem entitledh^Goodb/e Christ" and another pom entitled 
"Christ ii Alabama," considerable reaction resulted in Nashville, Tenn* 

As a result, several persons called upon the president of Fisk University 
to i.-ve him stop the talk by HUGHES and some of the people called upon 
the ilmphis division and also the Nashville Police Department requesting 
that she speech not be allowed. No action, of course, was taken by the 
Memphis Division. All information furnished by the people who were com- 
plaining has been made a record of in the Manphis Division. “ Cn 3,'; * > * . 

On 3/2/53 an attorney, Kashville/^/t 
Tenr. , who has a person^^^^Rres^ir^Aigntir^ Comm uni an, made available 
tc an a rent cf the liGmniy i s_jjijn : sion^_the_copy_of_a__^etter^cdressc^^|^^^^ 

[nen^cnt^le ^^^o^^T^ h^Po^^GooQby^Chr^t 111 which appare^^^a^, 
) furnished to£|HfliHF as 211 enclosure with the letter. by^^^HH^Pr 
'He also made available a copy of resolutions which were cade by the 
Inglewood Japtist Church concerning the poem by LANGSTON HUGHES at Fisk 
University and a typewritten copy of an article which appeared in the 
Nashville Record on 11/3/5? which set forth the poems, "Goodbye Christ" ' 
anu "Christ in Alabama. " These copies are being made available to the 
Bureau as enclosures with this letter ir.asnuch as LANGSTON HUGHES is 
not a resident of the Lon phis Division, no further investigation is being 
conducted by this division and the information is being forwarded to the - 


r 


au for whatev 




is desired by the Bureau. 




hi*' 


mJc, • Your^^crjtu^is called to the statement made byMHHH 

# wDftn his letter t'SHH^n which he advised that HUGHES had not 

^thought enough of the poom to include it in any of the several ant h ologies 

,V\ y „ a% 


Enclosures 


fii APR l-lt)53 


recorded : 7 

, «4ki O.ISEJ3 .y 

kioexed-7 J (If 


I# 
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MS ,*100-0 


of iis poetry smd that so far aaflHHBcouIo judce, HU 
ashamed of it as were his friends. Also* the statement made 
jjj^hat so far as the knowledge of any of the members of the Fisk faculty 
emends they have no knowledge of any Corrmunist activity on the part of 
HUGHES* If these statanents are true, a possibility exists that HUGHES 
may b<r considered as a potential security informant s he has ever been 
involved in any Canmunist activities which information is not available 
to the Uaauhis Division. No farther action is being taken in this matter 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 
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Deari 


iin8j New Jersey 


J sincerely appreciate the interest which 
prompted your letter of July 8, 1954 ; however, it 
ie not poestble for me to answer your specific in- 
quiry since data in FBI files are confidential and 
available for official use only . J know you will 
not infer from my inability to be of assistance 
either that we do or that we do not have any infor- 
mation concerning the individual you mentioned • 

It is a pleasure to enclose soue material 
cn the subject of Communism which I hope you will 
find of interest • 

Sincerely yours , 


En&$f§a. (4) 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


Director f s Speech before Chaplains Association , 5-5-54 
Secularism - A Breeder of Crime - 

God fir Chaos ? - ; 

Breaking the Communist Spell r I * 

HCTEt Bailee contain numerous references reflecting 
LangstonrHughes to be a Communist • He is the- author of 
the sacrilegious poem which was utilisssi in the 
Director's Speech . ", Secularism -. A Breeder of Crime." 

• * \ /&\\ * ?. ' 
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SAC. Hew York 


July 30, 1953 


( 62 - 98810 )* 
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f lrector, FBI 

Estate department information program - information .cfiters . 

Fart 1 cf the Hearings before the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations of the Committee on Government Operations 
\ (McCarthy Committee) on March 24, 25 and 26, 1953, in Public 
1 Session. ... . 


The following persons testified on the dates indicated 
above before the McCarthy Committee in connection with that 
Committee’s hearings on the State Department Information Program - 
Information Centers: James S, Allen, Earl Russell Browder. 

Prof. Louis Frances Eudenz, Helen Goldfrank, Samuel Dashieil 
j Faranett , Langston: Hu ghesj William Marx Mandel , Lawrence K. 
j* Rosinger and Edwin Seaiver. The above, with the exception of 
Ludenzc , for the most part exercised their privilege against 
self- incrimination and refused to answer questions pertaining to 
~heir Communist Party membership and activities. 

Attached hereto for the New York, Boston and Detroit 
offices is a copy of the printed transcript of the above-referred- 
to testimony. You should note that this is Public Session testi- 
mony and can be disseminated outside the Bureau. 

New York will review the testimony of Allen, Browder, 
iudenz, Goldfrank, Hamnett, Hughes and Mandel i Boston will . 
review the testimony of Seaver: and Detroit will review the 
testimony of Rosinger for any leads concerning the? r background 
end activities of the‘« T respective subjects as listed ebove. 

Those offices should also include a summary of the testimony cf 
each of the above located in their territories in the next report 
submitted on each of those subjects. 
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Mr. 

Mr. Nichols 

100-38831 
40-3798 
100-63 
100-55726 
100-14499 

ss. ^r- aoo-15139 

61-11427 r 
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Note t • 

A review of this tee 4 imcray£®ft’fects no 
new and pertinent information requiring further 
investigation at this time. Printed cppies : 
are being forwarded to New York. Boston nnd 
Detroit and one copy is being filed in the 
McCarthy Comm ittee control file, 62-98810.* - 
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FW , stand up in battle and wave. . j .* 

LJ r o nr flag on' high, • -f ? ' \ i . * * 7 *• ‘ *-m 

I * - ‘jfjt; » !* . .. ; f And shoutout, fellow workers, r 4 ‘ If'Vv . T. " j 

- j'r. ODe'mora^S la tlie 6. S it ,/•?}•'»••• . ' **• * 

I*'* • ... •• •.■>._ . . - ' . • - ' : . • - * - A 

m’x ►_ a .. . . - . • „ * -» • - . * . : ?• : v ; ^ . 


’ • » "* w But we can* t join hands _ 

■" strong together 9 






Letter to Director < , 

, « 10 °- 25 / 76 _ libraries of the Soviet ' ‘ 

ot *“ rt - ^ ?rlWi ''- 

,blP ’ Thl Daily Worker «t VU/U7 , Uata BIDHS - . contributor to 

"Vainstream" . 



I 


^^■-dvised in 19U8 that as al 
J^^^caSed that UN0ST01J 

sgfS^ 

added *“ " 

« *» «* 5US3 ' =t3 P ^ e(litor or the Daily Worker, and 

LOUIS F. BUDDiZ, formerly ^f£%^taing the subject, a3f°noaj= 

. cp functionary until 19U5 advised in 195 - Q1 ^ was advised officially 

“ «I + w after entering the Party, in the ■ Ute ^ s Cand idate on CP ticket) 
snortly after enver^j, , {oTaer u.S.Vlce tos a menber of the 

Sly Worker, repeated of the CP up to W«>. 
tnat KJXIES continued to be a xoy x 

jto article in the- Daily Sorter °^°^ 2 of ^ '-Uisens Hon-, 

LA'JGSTO*: H1CHZS was "the second bongary^ ^ ^ wa3 alp candidate to/f 
1 artisan Committee to Elect that DUBOIS was a member 

19$0 for US Senator from NT ana f^B^B 

“Im»m rszjva i 

organisation. ^uaed-Serie. of 

. WSOSTW BUCHplellrted tottaWJ 1 

t.« Scientifiq. C'clt^al Uonf«.n=. for^a » ^ ^filiated with 

irwiotgggo^- Cm 


wm ■ 


’ll 


ne^ro poet oixo x* 

on U/j/ > _ _ 0 laader. The inTonaant stated ^ 

Party member and n gro 



- 2 - 






•A* * . ’ 




. *\ 

n A a voluntary 

following concemir-i .U - •* , C£* 

- ‘ ?.unist ft/la* , 


Letter V> Director 

K 100-25776 / \/'\ 

he toad not seen HUGH ES* party card^ j, 7 7j( &) 

' * • / k, chiUdKKtA WKm- a 2 

mtelO at t:*c ■- time t.at toe wa- a syn^^er wiw^r .. r .. • 

aScTif the -iteraiy Onion but was not • J»S*y ® eaoox * " * 

"* The^ subject appeared before the ^^TH^Cmr.ittee^n 3/26/53^ 

i stated that there was a period *un£g his ScStebor^ Case (circa 1930) 

. form of government, beginning r g y hughes attempted to qualify his 

1 of Soviet Ideology for =<»e tlme after tot. W«=S appear- 

• . re-orientation iras completed some *°ur 1950. P ^ GHES sta ted that 

' « e »™t tie writing. 

I reflected his feelings. 

In response to Senator Kc CARTHT's statement that as of the time 
C.; the hearing, hT (BJC3S) me not a CP nenber nor a eyapathiser, HDCiCS 

stated th£xt was correct* 

,.«* ."as? ss^S’SffiS-^Effa 

.as suprised that toe was oein^ appro offer no information con- 

iManoch = tom noth£| about^t other organixatlons of the "left 

iinT w to Ken a -i- or ... 

hie relationships with theseorganlaatione mre ne.ely paper 

^ the CP, the subject stated be had n «^ w ?f? n * aUmSt In tbia ; 

although he would adnit having cooper*^ ^o^^lied that he had ever been 
country down through the years. HUG 10^6 or 1938. or that he ever 

suggested as a candidate on the CP ticket in 1936 or W ® “ «»«« 

• attended any CP meetim-a for any purpose and that if he naa, n. 

« ■ >« x nawf.w m nP S ■ * 


tenauea w* - » - - 

the fact that they were party meetings, 


RZCCJESOATIOK : 


v.. 


i 

Delete free SI. In spite of subject's Cccuaunist activities, he 
does not ccsae under criteria set out in referenced letter under section B. 


Dirrco?.: tabbing: 


1. Subject is not presently tabbed for Detcom. 

2. «ot applicable 

3. Subject re conn ended for deletion fraa SI. 
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Office T^Aemor idum • united st< 1 . . government 

S DIRECTOR, FBI (100-15139) DATB: n / ? / 55 


TO 


noM 





A-/SAC, WFO (100-16762) 


n . 

subject u UNGSTOH HUGliES. 

’ ~ SM - C 

• I. (00: New York) 



The above information, if used in a report, must be carefully para- 
phrased so as not to reveal this sensitive source. 

Office iiieestiee.i™ 

results for information. RJC. 

£TF:k*'s 

2 5 - New York (100-257763 (RM) 
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Office Memorandum • ^tshted states government 


MR. A. H. BE 


LM0TJ>j^ 


datbi December 15, 1955 


W. C. Sulln 


subject* • •_ LANGSTON HUGHES 
Bureau File 100*15139 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




Enclosed with this memorandum are copies of two poems 
written by Langston Hughes. One is entitled "Goodbye Christ. " The 
title of the second poem is unknown. 


It is believed that these poems and Hughes' Party membership 
may be in some way of interest and use to Mr. Nichols. 

RECOMMENDATION: ' . 

That this memorandum be referred to Mr. Nichols. 


Enclosures 


WCS:mjh \ 

( 4 ) 

1 - Mr. Nichols 


;r & 




I - Mr. Nichols \ ? y 

I I fecuon UcUer /Q°~f "7/ , 


£X- 176 
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"Goodbye Christ 
(A poem by Langston Hughes) 

"Listen, Christ, 

You did all right in your day, I reckon - 
But that day’s gone now. 

They ghosted you up a sweU story, too. 

Called it the Bible - 
But it’s dead now. 

The popes and the preachers’ve 
Made too much money from it. 

They’ve sold you to too many 

Kings, generals, robbers, and killers - 

Even to the Tzar and the Cossacks, 

Even to Rockefeller’s Church, 

Even to the Saturday Evening Post. 

You ain’t no good no more. 

They’ve pawned you 
Till you've done wore out. 

Goodbye, 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jehovan, 

Beat it on away from here now. 

Make way for a new guy with no religion at all - 

Lenin Peasant Stalin Worker ME 

I said, ME! 

Go ahead on now, * 

You're getting in the way of things, Lord. 

And please take Saint Ghandi with you when you go, 
And Saint Pope Pius, 

And Saint Aimee McPherson, 

And big black Saint Becton 
Of the Consecrated Dime. 

And Step on the gas, Christ! 

Move! 

Don't be so slow about movin I 
The world is mine from now on - 
And nobody's gonna sell ME 
To a king, or a general, 

Or a millionnaire. ” 
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By Langston Hughes 

* ' * Put one more S in the U» S • Am 

To make it Soviet , 

$ One more S in the V * Sm Am, 

Oh, we'll live to see it yeti 
When the land belongs to the formers 
... And the factories to the working men • 

* * jj 9 5 # a, when we take control 

• rill be the Um S» Sm Am then • 

Now across the water in Russia 
They have a big U» S • S. R» 

The Fatherland of the Soviets — 

Put that is mighty far 

From New York , or Texas, or Cal ifornia, too. 

So listen, fellow workers. 

This is what we have to dor 

Put one more S in Um S» A,, etc* 

nut we can't win out by just talking , 

So let us take things in our hand . 

Then down and ’ way with the bosses sway -- 
Hail Communistic landl 

Sc stand up in battle and wave our flag on high. 
And shout out, felo w workers, 

Ol* new slogan to the sky: 

Put one more S in Um Sm Am, etc • 

But we can't join hands, strong together 
So long as whites are lynching black. 

So black and white in one union fight 
And pet on the right track • 

By Texas, or Georgia, or Alabama led 
Come together, fellow workers. 

Black and white can all be red : 

Put one more S in Um Sm A ., etc* 

Oh, the bankers they all are planning 

For another great big war 

To make them rich from the workers’ dead, 

.That's all that war is form 

So if you don't want to see bullets holding sway 
r ?hcti ccme on, all you workers, 
ji ad join our fight today : 

^ ‘ put one more S in the U • Sm Am 

% To make it Soviet, 

One more S in the Um Sm Am 
Oh, we'll live to see it j/et* 
then the land belongs to the farmers 
And the factories to the working men 
The Um S. A,. when we take control 
o, K Will be U, Sm Sm A, then. 
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Mr. Pat- r 

. ! r. R' * - 


MK.J.€o&a* UooVEK-. 

DePT. of Justus, la - 

k/^5H» hJ6To>jj P tC • 

Deaiz Older rod ;- A ^m,cA*>* J»JCzd£LY A pp *f a *J* 

MA^ A "**'*' frggmaur orOu<z±r*u».*e 

HA vuJJ A M *' J l -" ce y t u/MveSo Ma»v te £&Hno 

Hi”.**' C»« »<, ■*«£»” 

Cei/eAL Thg-iy?* C/FAur* 0 *-* w*. 

?”fiy&s£**" Tcmze '‘ t*™ 6 ** 0 *°° r * "** ■ 

To Ophouo Vo up. v fciz. J* £>« TThc fe 

jHAi-u CeAP lF-y= '"A.rn- 
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QUXSTIOHABLS AUTHORS 
ZX. 7HB 

MOHR OB PUBLIC 8CH00LS.. 
LAIQ3T0X HUOHBS' ' 


A REPORT TO- 
THS MOHR OK BOARD OF KDUCATXOX 
ASD SUPER IHTKHEEHT OP SCHOOLS 

. OH LAXOSTOH EXCESS 


BOOKS PURCHASED-- £ 

Aug. 1953. "THE FIRST BOOK OP XEOROBS", 
■ Jun*,l956.”XHB FIRST BOOK OP JAZZ". 





TB5 MOHR OB BOARD OP SDUCAIIOX 
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, ' BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 7 

?'Yf!>0!) 

"Jaries" Lang* tod Hughe* was bom February 1, 1902 In Joplin, Hlesou: 
His parents separated when Langston was a little boy. He lived with hi 
oatemal grandmother during grade eohool# Her black hair was oredlted 
to n Cherok'-o ancestor. She graduated from Oberlln College. Her phllosc 
of : rt’tidca aiU equality wae quickly absolved by tbe growing boy. > 


• At’the age of 1A, he started Ufa anew with hie Mother In Cleveland. 
7?f ‘Here he. aade a name for himself at Central High Bohool. He wae a echoic 
ship student and a' member of Its tract team. He heard Eugene Debs and 
t - celebrated the Advent of the Russian Revolution. He graduated In 1920. 

. : His poetry led to his election as Class Poet, and Editor of Its Year Be 


INSECURITY 

HeTwaiTsenoltlve to his Mother's struggle to mate a living. She cou: 
not send Langston to College. This made him feel insecure. This pesslmi 
•• was reflected In his writings throughout later years. His attitude mad- 
him easy prey for all agitational-propaganda along racial and economic 
i line*. He was not sure that the Bolsheviks were too far wrong . 


' COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY “ 

Hln father was busy making money In Mexloo and persuaded liim to go 
there for work In return for a promise of an opportunity to go to Coll' 
He taught English, for a year In Mexico and earned his way to Columbia, 
the University of his oholoe. He entered Columbia and made suoh a 
miserable record and his results were so unsatisfactory, he soon quit. 

• * i • ' • ' r . v • * 

O SEAFARER 

He“had a break with his father and faced the reality of hard work. 
For a time he found odd Jobs In New York, but they did not satisfy. 
Only the sea could synchronize with such a restless spirit. He spent a 
couple of sea- faring years on ths Atlantic to Europe and along the 
African Coast. After a year In France, he wormed thru Spain and Italy. 


"B! TI ES" WRITER • . 

Upon his return, he worked as a bus bop in Washington hotels, but n 
stopped writing poetry. These poems started to appear in Negro Journal* 
Ji® von prices for articles in the Opportunity Magazine and The Crisis, 
which is the official organ of The National Association For the 
Advancement cf Colored People. He wrote for the March, April and July 
3^25 Issues of The Communist Party^s bflTaTll "IdfkBf'l rionmly". 


AWARD WINNER * ' • ; ‘ V '?* ' * * ■ * " 

His first book, "The Weary Bines" appeared la 1926. he entered Linct 
Unlverelty on a scholarship. He won the Wltter-Bynner underKraduate 
poetry contest. He graduated In 1929* In 1930, he won the |AOO Harmon 
Gold Award for Literature with his novel, "Hot Without Laughter • His 
situations .make them ridiculously funny. 


"RED SYMPA THIZER" • • . 

* ‘T^ nis versatility anrf-hroad experience as s writer, acto r and lecture 
' '* raiTTTm"a most valuable ' asset to the dTsealnatlon of agitational 

^ pr snir.anda. The theme of class and racial discriminat ion Is the most 
T ro 11717' source of Comreunist conquests. They want revolution Instead 
c oclnl Evolution. He was a "natural" for their objective. He was_ 

•fTT --.us 3 la during 193^ and 1933. 
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AS THg WQ-’lS 'teHT THB TOWWS IICLINSD* 


Sr-- •— ^ WKES ' SPEECH 01 lAKQS TQg Hnoffgfl pf THB SENATE 

• "l2..* r * falling t o taaoh our youth and gr own-up* 

•xtanib tb» ih lii&a wm«h ara or graat ifc 
112 ^"^ our Qimntr j . TEa (Itmint.t. . 

£>^ant througnout o uraaTfo a. holding naaEISga In - 
■ «A4 our larger clfclaa , n lghl if Ur night, fogS gr - :' 

°£ »ndTa.iniag o ur foni of (jowawat and 
ot.r n»y of ilf» . 

W^rt Appropriati ng billions of dollar* to 
il2E thaadvanoa o f Comunl w >11 oT»r ' ' 

*t tha »m tlaa wa ara overlooking ■ mornt" 
r i Kny wA 4utY in tb» <En,J 

na?B? * T j fl l^atHl In Z guth a graatar 
und^rattnd 1 ?^ of ou r Con^tltutTop Ind iiT guarah taaa . 

T^f* *?>*" - of itm pj^7§55~ 

? h ;; w f - ln | Ms Count ** y ^ llow Conmuniata and tha lr 
r , IlT‘! a> l? r>t . I . r * fi r Ungilon Hugbesr mr— 
nara^ will do round i n C qwmiKmI HaporTuTS TTiK* 

Statf * *° * 0tt whA ^ x§ going on in tho Uni tod . 

r>,,Ll* nt t f rtoor * tba foot that I went to a 

Churclj-- not mj own to bo aura, but another — - In 
ELJ2Z& hyaajown of Montclair flf.J. ), I vaa aaiz?3 
tg-AgL A gQBTtxmlat atand up In tha PulpTC and io ' 

° jf Ma .without a var a rafaranoa to tha Ufa of 
|^P^3QS f*ot that wa hara a Blbla. barata 
jfi? jjp5g Stataa. g ar it down for &E wlimCTTEa - . 
aujoglza Ruaala . . "... *.r 

~*/»SSTnraa3 two poana (*0oodbya Chrlat* and »ifct '' 

%t*wb21*r m *£ *{* W# S* A# i* wrltUa by tha Comal at 
^ I *P+*JCp Ungitoa ju^bgi i who li rtporUi Co* 
Bps! gon« jg MuaaaVa nd takan too yaarT tracing in' 
^oynuniaa, lollopi ng wnioh ha raturnad to tMa Oo^m ^v 

y^gn i pl*^ talking :] + 
lg_tha jtugajjga In ourJjjfl> School*. and ipaakln* '*£*■ 
wroupo at high ra g, of parlor anrapaag.r T ^ 1 

imiaaa ha wa, atoppad, ha ii<U a ,paaoh at o . • 

graat Collaga in California laat nlhht, Maroh SI. • 
(1948), undoubtedly bora ting tha Aatrlou Way and 

Motrin* of daatruotion of our 

Sift a 1 #!}*-* ?*? rd PW** whan ha vaa in Wont-- - 
(Unquote) . 

Sourea* .Tha Congressional Baoord, April 1^1948. * 

Volume 94, Part 8, Pago 8910. J ^ 
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vOOHES AF FILIATIONS RSFLKC: jlSPHILOSOPH 


2j2^I T :<L5T_PA^ Tv MEMBERSHIP ; " Langston Hi 
'-♦..•nv?: " '‘.^L since tHe middl 


r*. 1 ? Communi st) Part 


a ctlve In Negro Commu 
SWale^s Testimony, J 
"Affiliated with *~ 


^«port 1954, pgT: 
has te en in 6ve 


Langston H 


Illations 


aa. Alao 


ever 


coy KITH I ST PATH'S “WORKER * S BOK 

Cony ant lcn of the Coanunlat 




if- yrote it for the Eighth 
jfelted States, It vaa~ 


N »" xork Sunday Hirror on Ootob*r 4; 1944 on ps.82. . 


_ . . „ put ows mohi "i 

Put one- more "S” In the U.S.A. — 
To make It Soviet. 

One mors " 8 " In ths U.S.A. 

Oh, we'll live to ass It yet 
khen the land belongs to the Tenters 
And factories belong to workingmen 
The U.S.A. when we take oontrol 
Vlll be the U.S.S.A. then. 

; . ^ % •• 

Now across the water in Russia 
They have a big U.S.S.F. •. 

The fatherland of the Soviets. 

•But that la mighty far 


_?y THE U18.A. 

But we oannot win Just by talking 
So let us take things in our bar. 
Then down and 'way with the bosses 
Kail Communist landj * • 

So stand up in battle, ^ ? 

And wave our flag on high 
And about fellow workers. 

Our slogan to the sky. 

But we oan*t Join hands strong tog- 
80 long as whites are lynohlng B 1 
So Blaok and White in one union fl ( 
And get oh the right track. 


TX lo Hi tln T tolll?L°rZ Callfbrnia ' t0 ° B * Tela., or Georgia, ^Alihan. 
Thlt ll ZhZt Cem * fSllov werk.r*. 

. .. *«* ««. % *£;• 


W ? B » n *»>ooiete of Agnes Baedlev. the 
WWt Hllhl^d n ht> 3p I l "H^rliigB onAnerlcan Aspects 
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LAKQjTuN h " aS WAS A TROLIF-tC WRITER COMMUNIST PUBLIC. A-., w. 

t '/ 

COMMUNIST PERIODICALS 

DAILY work er: Wrlts-Up . Mt the' Daily Worker of Deo. 6, 1938, 

DAITY WO RKER ; Favorable Review , " The Wbrksof Uiwiton Hughes tore bee : 
***”■ ! a;, ornbTy Rev iewed by. ancf7or advertised In the Communist PubllcatT' 
. ffie'Dilly Worker, as follows, >uneb, 194$ (pg.ll5); The (Sunday) 

V Worker. feec.4,"l942 (pg.B); Fob,13. 1949 (p$.13)l Bept.4, 1949 


ffie' Dally Worke: 

(pg. 12); The Dally Worker of Aprll22, 1951*Tpg»7i 2nd Sac.) I alio 


Jan. 8, 1951 
Communist 


1 (P6.ll). " Cited at tha Jpurnallstlo Houth-pleco of 
Party", aee pg.100 of the Guido, . - t *-.... 


the 


DAILY PEOPLE'S WORLD; Appe aranoe# Cancelled, "intimidation and Hyater l: 
Which caused cancellati on- of Scheduled Appearaneei In six American 

s past tvo mon tt 
geton Hughes lscono 

A p rll 16. 19A8 (pg.5). " Cited at the Offlolal Organ of the Conaunlg 
Party on the We et Coast " . pg.1.00 of the Guide. 

MIDWEST DAILY RECORD; Hughes sent Congratulation! . •## The Dally Worko 
of Haroh 3.5', 1§^0 on p*.l6. "Cited atjm omolal Communist Party 
Organ , pg.104 of the Guide, . t ' / 1 

SUKDAY worker ; Contributor , oeo the Dally Worker, De©.21, 1935*' Pg.3. 


Cities within the past two months Is no oolnoldenc e o f reaction as 
far ae hangs ton Hughes Is concerned" , see The Daily People 1 # World, 


WORKER’S MONTHLY; He la a C ontributor . " He contributed to the March, A 

and July (T 9^5) Issues of the ^WORKER ’ 8 MONTHLY, the Offlolal Organ 

of t fieCommunlst Part|'|as the Communist In ter national was known at 


the time )* , see pg. . _ 
83rd Cong. 2nd Session. 


9 viw wvwiuiuev 4 ** w ^a *> 

Hep. on Tax-Exempt found. Investigation, 


NEW MASSES 
Dec. 1930 
* 1936 (pg 


; Contributor Over a Period of Years . See .Feb.28, 1928 (pg. 
30 (pg.23J ; -Aug. 1931 (pg.l$)l JeS. 1932 (pg.10); Dec. 15. 
5.34); Jan. 11 . 1938 (pg;39); Sqpt.28. 1943 (Pg. 14 ); Feb.15. 
1944 (pg.10); " Cited as A Nationally Circulated Weekly Journal of 
the Communist Party ", sea pit. 105 of the Omlde. ^>t ^ 


•y v r+l 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY ; He Is on the Editorial- Board , as# pg.34 of Walter 
Steele's Testimony. Also see pg.l of the August 1937 Issue. Cited 
as a Communistic ont rolled Publication *- see pg.lOBof the Guide. 

COMMUNIST PUBLISHERS . * - • " 

• . • * ..... .- .** <! J**- . 

WORKERS BOOKSHOP; Author. An undated oatalog of recent yesra atatee, 

«■ -i * Pamphlet# 1 1 . This 

»t on Hughe# . 

York Ci ty 1# Head - 

.'.no nw* no t i# ^ *■ » w ■ j ay* ^ - 

quarters "of a^chafn of Coomunlat Bookshops, w hich are the official 
outlete~for Communist literature and at whloh tickets for Communist 
. Party and Front funot ions are oust oaa rll y sold ". See pg. 121, 4th 
1?48, Cal^'Coma. on Un«Aherlchn Aotlvitle#. : • v * *". 

;y • • * ' *' . f. • .• • t- . \ ' 

WORKER' S LIBRARY PUBLISHERS; He le one of their recommended Autho rs. 
Listed ln'1938 Catalog on pg-46. "cited aa Offlciai_conmunlst 
Party Publ ishing Houee" aee 

« • • 

NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS; Books A 


T\ anj d uua jnur j Autuyi i ah whav^u 

‘^We ' have a complete selection ef Karalst Books and Paaphl 
Catalog Includes The First iook_ of Negro# # by LayetonHu; 
" The W oricero Books hop. 50 East 13th Bt.« jlew York City la 


pg.46. "pitsd as , p^flgiaij 
• pg.92 of ’the’ Guide. > . 




Steele' s Testimony, qn July 
Publ ishing Houee " on pg.67 of the Ouldo. 


#. see pg.3 8 of Walter 
Yf ‘ * 


m 


as an Of ficial Corcraun 1 . 


/ 

LA!M .:TcN i H5 3 AIDED COMMU NI SM IN THE WRITING FIELD 

. ... ■*— ' r 

RSVQLimCKARY WRITER : * •-. 

THE £0 nTg£3 Q Z AM ERICAN REVOL UTIONARY WPITERS; Signor of Call .' see th- 
, Dally Worker, JanflB, 1935 on pg.5; also Member . Cong. Coma., App.J: 
Pg.65 7 ; Ci ted as. eubve reive and Communist" . on on- 3*. .fluid#. 

NATI ONAL CON VENTION OF PSVOLOT I OHAHY WRITERS : Signer of the Call , eee 
PZ»o3» oth Report, 1951» Cal. 3en. Coma, investigating Education; 
Th e Congre s s of- American Revolutionary Writers has been Cited &■ 
.Subversive and Communist onpg.34 of the Guide; It le affiliated 
with the internatio nal U nion of Revolutionary Writers with headT 
a t Moscow , see pg. 368, 4th Report, Cal • Coma, Un-Amer. 
Actlv. , In 1?4FI 

ION _CF,REV OLI T I ON ARY WRITERS : Member . Sth Rep., 1948, Cal. Comm, 
on Education, pg.o47 fc 

. • . 

SUBVERSIVE AND COMMUNIST ' 

THR- AEEPICA?: WRITERS CONGRE33 ; Member . Cong. Comm. App.IX, pg.974; "Clt 
•is Subversive " by the II. S. Attorney General. Pg.19, Guide. 

LEAVE OF AM ERI CAN WRITERS : Vice-President . Letterhead Dec. 29, 1933; 
also Nationa l Conml t teeman . eee Dally Worker April 30, 1935; also 
elgnel The C all of its Fourth Congress, see New Masses, Apr. 22; 194. 
" Cite d a s S ubversive _and Communist" and "Founded Under Communist 
A nno lceo . pg.52 lnt he Guide. 

THI^D AMERICAN W RITERS CONGRESS : He was a Speaker. See a program of th' 
.Congross, ' The Congress was sponsored by the League of American 
Writers, which was cited as subversive ". pgll9 of the Guide. 


NEGRO PRESS 






THE CRI SIS, (OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE); Contributor and award winner . . . 

PE. 399 of his book, "The Poetry of the Negro" • " ’/ 

CH j^AGO DEFENDER; Colum nist, he wrote a column called. "Here to Yonaer i; 
lH _th<?_ C hic a go Def ender, eee pg.399 in hla book, "The Poetry of 

tne h'egro". 

yc’.’TTTEF.j; F*>R VIHRRTY t Contributor to various Issues . Sept. 6, 1937 (pg. 
Ort.il, 1 *'* ( pg. 16) ; Nov7l5, 1937 (pg.3); Junel5. 1938 (pg.15); 
.Tan.l* 7 , 1?«9. v Introduction In bound Volume); and his photograph 
appeared ir. the Feb. 28, 1938 Issue o.f the same publication. Also 
, eee the Dally Worker of Feb. 15, 19*9 on pg.15. * 


• .. c;c^T. 




L AN", .? )N f 


i.IES PARTICIPATE!- IN THE 3 


Ash 


REVOLUTION 


'? • UNCOLN BRIGADE ; rational Sponsor . Dies Coma. Pub. H'mge. 

v-i.lD. App. XXVII, pg.7729; Cited ai Communist by U.S. Attorney 
"eneral, see "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications", 
pg.5. of this Brigade were Communists, said Earl Browder). 

<• f ..v * 

F°IE NC-3 OF T HE ABRAHAM LINC O LN BRIGA DE; National Sponsor . Letter Heade 
dated PcptTTo and 22, 1939. See Rep. of Invest, of Tax-Exempt Foun- 
r datlona, 63rd Cong. 2nd Sees., pg.294, also Lies Corea, Hearings, 

Vol ..10, App. XXVII, pg.7729; Listed as a Communist Front Organltatlo : 
H e eT^dors - l the drive to bring the wounded boys back h o me, as ehowr 
In a c lrcul *r,~ ,f And Tell the Fellows That I*ll Be Back Home if—." . 


VET E RANS C r THE ABRAHAM -LINCOLN BRIGADE ; Member . Cong. Comm., App. IX, j 
16^1 ; "The Ab rah am Lincoln Brigade was theflfteenth of the ao-call- 
Into mat l_ona_l brigade established by the Spanish Loyalist Goyernaen 
ln ~lts" er.f He or Sept723, see'pg.93. 4th Rep. 19^5 Cal. Un-A- 

INTER NATIONAL BRIGADE ; Member . " He was aotlve In Spanis h Red Ranke 
.Tur in*?, th e C ommunist Revo-lutlon In that oount.rv. and has been 
a~mereber~of~lt8 P ed Ar^ny Reserve. The AbraHara Lincoln Brigade . 
a section of Its International Brigade ", aee Walter D. Steele's 
testimony, pg*10$, July 21, 1$47, 80th Congress, 1st. Session. 


. NO^H A”E°ICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH D EMOCRACY ; Afflllant , See pg.l 
4th ”ep., 19A&, Cal. Comm. Un-Amer. Actlv.: '' cited as Communist " 
on pg.69 of the Guide. 

O MEDICAL BUREAU A?!D NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH DEMOCRACY ; 
Memb er, of Writers and Artists Committee ; also see Letter Head, 

July 6. 1938; Also a Speaker , see The Dally Worker of March 15, 193 
pg.5; Cited as subversive and Un-American , see pg.55 of the Guide. 

VOTERS AKD ARTISTS COMMITTEE FOR MEDICAL AID TO SPAIN : Affiliated wit 
" This Committee was one of many Communist Fronts established for tlv 
purpose of agitation and propaganda on the Spanish Civil War ". Sea 
pg73B97~3th Rep. 1940, Cal. Coma, on Un-Aoerlcan Activities. 


THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE T O LIFT THE (SPANISH) EMBARGO ; Af flllstsd . 
Cong. Coram., App. 1^, pg.667; ^Cited as one In a series of Communist 
Enterprises, see pg.35 In the Quids. R/ r • •.* ; N 

SPANISH REFUGEE APPEAL; National Spo nsor , see Letter Heads dated Feb.2 
• 1^467 AprTfB. 19^9, and MavlB. l95£sT ll To defend the eases of Comnun 

' I aw- brea ke rs. Fronts have been devised m a king, speol al appeals 

ln ~behAlf of ci vil libert ies a nd reaching far out bey ond .the so nflr.. 
o f~ t he C om munist Party I t self. _ Among these organisat ions Is the 
f Spanish Refugee Appeal7 "Page 81 of the Guide. ” 

£' BALTIMO R E AF^O-AMERICAN (NEGRO NEWSPAPER ) S Madrid (Spain) Corr esponds:. 
B i*age” 1260 of 1956-1957 "Who's Who in Aaerlpa". ' 

9 - * • ■ . r* . - 
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LAflftST ' -’.tJGHS S DEFENDED AND PROKC j COMMUNISTS 

• i\’ C-jMriTTFs FOR THE DEFENSE O F POLITIC**. PRISONERS ; Member, oec 
* • --Art •• r~Head OctTSTT^^SSJ 7 Clted a a Subv ersive jin^QMurdet 

* irj the U , 3 . Attorney General, Dec. 19*7, see pg.59 of the Gulce. 

r i . . v.-'a COMMITTEE; Signer , see Con®. Coma., App.I.X, pg.1561; 

" Yr;.:i w J,’ ted a 8 Con munl st” and Morris U, Schappes.was a 

Kiif ad:3ltT >ed Communist , see pg.td of the Guide, 

>• *l J F •*3MVITTEE OF PROFESSIONAL QROUPS FOR BROVDER AN D FORD; Kegbgr, Cor.f 
‘ ^V"^^~pp.Tx."pg.6Al: " Cited as Communist Front ", pjT29, Guide. 

" r.pF:: LETTS? TO AMERICAN LIB ERALS ON MOSC OW PURGE TRIALS; Sl jr ner , Cong. 
• ! --foa577'gpp:rxrp6^5y9i Wrlb.d 'Tn H»rqh lgVjOraiSSDfflU- 
Known .Conmunl s t and Communist Collaboratorapubllshed an open .lett er 
‘.See pe»”^ 1 ol^the Guide . |t 

■'.“^tvvfiT IK PFHALF OF TH E COMHUNISTS. OEORGE . DIMIYBOV. WILLI A M ,g L . FOS7 
~ > : jK~VE?r AND BEN.fT UN DAVIS. J3«_ ; Signer, see House Report 1115 on 
OWil^ightB Cong rtf 6 Both Cong# Sac* 3a*®* i P6el2» Also 15 22, 

-«.i.>^rAC, AIRE TRIAL AN NIVERSARY COMMITTEE ; glftner, of Declara^j.gnJior, 
\n *~ D f*nit rov, see New York Times, Deo. 22 ,_ 19*3 on 

ie^l^munlet Front” to honor Dimitrov; former Head of the Comounl 
Irt .* rnat 1 o ril soe pg.7* of the Guide. 

L-VR'’F OF o^r.ry, ^ioNAL GROUPS FOR FOSTER AND FORD ; Afflllat^ p&. 1S&. 

i^(5~4'th"Repr Cal. Comm, on Un-Amer, Aotly.; also see Culture and 

\ C rises, pe.32. • ' 

I -..TEST ME E T I ;.'G IN BEHALF OF HOWARD FAST ; Sponsor , see PS-5, P.K. 10-16- 

na-a-fT OF COMMUNIS? LEADERS ON TRIAL;' H e Is .th eir Defender, see the 
fLa- w ‘-Vi-4 ■- - ^ --- t 1 r - ~ rsrr; ♦ viV, T*niiiton Huehea. t) 


war ns th e Kerr o reop+e tra t vncj vww _ !T| 4 r V-e..** >»«, ’ £ — 

in the current Ia^ue of the Chicago Defender. The Article furthe _ 

»»vW« "li the l* communists arc sent 
IrT a^litit e" while they *111 send Negr o es }o lall for t>ei P S . 
Negress and to Concentration Camps for being Colored. 

PAR? I .•?/»*: C WMITTEE FOR THE RE-ELE CTION OF VITO MARgAirroyLO; 

' see piTSST', '5th Report 19 51 i Cal. Comm, on Un-Amer. Actly., glted 
' as a Communist Fro nt” on pg.69 of the Guide. - 

A CALL FOR TH E- SUPPORT OF COMMUNIST PAR T Y ^NATIONAL .ELECTIONS AND IT S 
— "gAifel DATES : Petition Signer^, see the Dally Worker, 9 -1^-32. \ 


ti 
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Also Radio Broadcast* 
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t?;iV^siTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Seattle Vaehl 


The books of Langston Hughes were 


on a table aarke 


• r :4 vI^W *I*WTe *jl J J 
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Wr*iLl 


LWIf AWtETAf —■ W n*yvr<s,T»r.»y 


Tor* City la typical or similar on* a ooaduoted arery month morose 
the country. (This group) presented citations to Hegro Mon who 
have fought for Democracy and Poaoo •• Hoble Objeotlves in anybody 'e 

book”. 

"Just in case the High Purpose should fall to entice prospective 
victims, a galaxy of stars In Clerical Garb were prominently dls- 
laved. A Minister delivered the invocation and was Chairman of the 


All this, however, was only 'cover* for the Principle Objective 
of the nesting! To Build and Promote the Prestige and Standing of 
Top Communist Party Bosses. The ohlef address was delivered by 
an Editor of the Offioial Communist Party* Publics tlon, "Masses 
and Mainstream" • 

Paul Robeson, also spoke, and was given a citation; poems by 
Langston Hughes were read : one citation was presented In Absentia 
to Henry Winston, wpo was convicted In the first trial of 
Communist Party "Politburo' Members, but who fled after sentencing, 
-and is now a fugitive of -justice. 

Apparently the Clergymen saw nothing odd In sharin g honors 
with convicted originals at larg e." Prom Philbrloks "The Communists 
Are After Your Church" in the Christian Herald. > 


LEADER: Reoomroc 


7r.r»Tm; 




i. 



oth He 


l «KI3WHOSeJtl 


an 


bite 


rest 


Th is Offlo 
tten b 


s as well 


are 


OCC I DENTAL COLLSSE: Sc 



■■■Ptmt g.lTOWip 

i fa-w i 


Bd Conmurua 


s an Announcement o 


0 8ft 


mLMnE^ncmmnimiin in m»w i 

[»Tf7rT^trT»»trrnrT'ijm~rrrrTT7Trrryiig^'T Ea ^aLaaL^aii— 



































-r-~" - . . mci 

THE AMERICAN LE AGUE FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY t If 
Coma. tTn-Aaer. Actlv., pfi.lSfe. " citedas bB 
b jf th " !, »S. Attorney General, pgTll, Guide? 

THE COMMITTEE FOPPEACETUL ALTERNATIVES TO T OT 

Trir^f- 1,0 ? Cal -^ ln ^ »°r In^r mtional^Agi 
gf.Atomio Weapons, see Press 


Cotnttunlst~Front Organisation. ih pg. 8 8 , la the Said** 


BJECTIVES 


&£T. 4th Rap. 19 Ad, C c. 
i reive and Coamunlst " 

•r • -a ..j, .- 

TLAKTXC FACT : Signer 
agent to Bah tneuse 
9» PS» 12 g •‘CliaA a a a 


- * 8ut,Tar * 1 ^« - »q d effSofr u hj.o.#. AxtoiSj 

»?!« ••• «.Ml. Voi. 9 ** SSL 

Record; Cited ae a Communist Front by t). 8 . Att'y Oan'l, Guide, pg. 6 . 

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL CONFERENCE FOR WORLD PEACE* ... p. 1lT 

V.ork??r Feb.^1, I9A9, p k. 9 ; "cited hi 7 

Mobil lte AMERICAN Iirm.T.gr.Ti jAfa^ln tL>lSdaof "Arts. Salencas^nd 


Sponsor . aaa Dally 
l Fr ont Set-up to 
Arte, Solencoe and 
Polloy and Soviet 


ai,bT. r .lT. .nd ^B.unl.y’ bjr 0 . 8 . Attorn., oj»n.k l T p|.li‘ fluid.. 

TOOTH v ■. .-■■•.■ 

— g^eteaK : irsss&p 

., . iss gunm rrofft. 

Subversive and ComaunlajT by u.B. Attorney General on pg.l 97 ouide. 


— wj? ; . Contributor . sea Champion, May 1938 , pi. 14 . 


k 3 aa the 
international 


NEW PIONEER : Contrll 
the Communist Pai 


pT* *®J *•* Floneer, Fbbi 1937 , pg. 9 . " Cited as 
--4 Qfflolal Fubl lost Ion for Children" . Pg. 105 , Gu 


THE CGKKUN 18 T "BOOS OF THE MONTH" CLUB 


THE BOOK UNION : Member of the Advisory Com 
v or^omaMlit EHeraturs"L Py.&l 


?ut or 


* t 


LAKQsiQW HUGHES AIDS COMMUNISTS IN DIVIDING AMERICAN; 


* ' A W * ' * I 


-WT»ir».N- COWFEREUCE FOR HIB WI WELFARE ; Sup port, r . Ht Houa. R.port 59 


C ONFERENCE FOR HTIMAft WELFARE : Supporter . 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare.BOthCc 
Pgg®»5 *nd 15; " Cited as a Communist Front Ore 
efcoke to attract Southern Liberals on the best 


rest In problems of the ; 
Southern Welfare le slap 
the soviet Union' on pg.] 




of thsfrulde. 


• First Session or 
tst Ion whlah 
T its seeming lnt* 
d Interest In “ 


NATIONAL C O MMITTEE TOP P EOPLE* 8 RIGHTS ; | 
Cited aa Substantially Equivalent to 1 
Legal Anr. of the Communist Party. 


ser alas serr. 


IT* Letterhead July 13, l< 
international Labor Defan* 


CONFERENCE FOR DEMOCRA TIC RIGHT.?: signer of ooen W 
see Daily Worker of Kay 13. 1940, pg.lT " Cited as a Communist 1 Fror, * 
- S ubvers iv e a n d ttn- American " on pg.62 of tne Guide* 

NAILLNAL TOFfATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LI BERTIES; Signer of Jan. 1943 
ItgjMinge tc_the_H ouse of Repreeenatlvoa opposlng Renewal of the Die - 
— P6» 326, 4th Report 1948, Cal. CocudT on Un-Amer. Act} 
Cited as Subversive and Communist " on pg.63 of the Guide. 

* > • , 

CIVI?,. ^TH-TS CONGRESS: Sponsor . Testimony of Maurice Malkin in the 
a investigation of tax-exempt Foundations. 82nd Congress. 2nd Sees.. 

%w Pg.693, 12-22-52; "Cited as Subversive and Communist" by the 

l U.S. Attorney General on pg.25, Guide, 


- * • 


THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION CfF FOREIGN BORN : Member . Cong. 
Comm., App.lX, pg.348, also Pinner Sponsor . AthRep.V I0A8. Calf 
Comm. Un-Amer. Actlv. , pg.390. " Cited as Subversive and Communist " 
by IT. S. Attorney General, pg.7* Guide. . “T “TT^ ' 

JOIN^ANTI-FASCIST RETOCT COMMITTEE : Watlonal Sponsor , see Letter- 
Heads dated Feb. 26, 1946 and Kay 18, 1952 of The Spanish Refugee 
Appeal, pg.29o of Peport of Comm. Investigating Tax-Exempt 
.Foundations, 83rd Cong., 2nd Sess.. "Cited as Subversive and 
Communist ", on pg.50 of the Guide.. 1 “ — 


V RATIONAL CITIZENS POLITICAL A CTION COMMITTEE : Member , see Cong. Reeor 
^ • V 01 . 94 , part 4, pg. 4849, 80th Congress Seoond Session. .. 

\ HHSSAOE C ALLING ON CONGRESS TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVI TI> 
COMMITTEE: Signer , see pg. 328. 4th Rep. f 1048 f Cal. Coma. f tin. Aaar.., 


“ *' J - ' r r- V ' ^ 
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LANGSTON -1ES A IDED COMMUNISTS BY CL S AGITATION 

• • * • 

WORKERS 

r- RATIONAL WORKERS ORDER?" )Tf?lIla ted with , ••• PS. 196, 4th Rep. 
"T?^7“CaT7Tonm. on Un-Auer. Ac t lv . : 3pea ke r and Bnte rta lne r . 

On Several Occasions, too Dally Worker, Mar.l, 1936, PB» * » dor. 
57T9‘5^, rc .l0,"A'prIl23,- 1938 and Mayl4, 1938, ps.8. * Clted 
ns a Subverslye and Communist Organisation and Una of tha atong* 
e at" aae ' pg. 46 of the Guide. 


occae- 

aa 

Exempt 


. 

INTE RNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSEi National Cwnmltteegy, ^e ItouHoe 
*Hallcin T a Testimony in Hearings on Tax-ixenpt Foundations, 82nd 
Zone*. 2nd Seas., pg.698, 12-22-52; alao Greater , "(ft two, o— 

Iona, he sent Gr eetings to tha Internationa l Labor Dafaya. 
shown In official programs", aaa Rap, of Comm. Invest. Tax- 
Foundations, 83rd Comg. 2nd Sasa, pg.295i "fitted ae^u^v^lve 
an d Co mmunist?* , and Also tha "Lagal Am of tha Communist Party , 

Sea pg735'or the Guide. 

. ncn-GE TTARIAS COMM IT TEE FOR POLITICAL R EFUOEES OF INTERNATIONAL LAgOR 
D^r^NSS; Sent Greet ing s to International Labor. Defense, see £<UAL 
.frillies, pg. ^ r* T r cTted as a Co mmunist Front , PS. 69, Gu.: 

a 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO DEFEND LABOR ; Sponsor , Testimony of Walter S. 

Tte e 1 e 7 "pFTl 597~Sxhlb 1 1 71. Report of tlia first Cltl ten* Report 
to Defend Labor, May 26th, (presumably 1947). This Excursion. to 
Washington waa Organized to oppose labor leg islation In Conferees* 

T \eo* 1 DEFENDER; Contributing Editor, sea Labor Defender, October 1936. 

55.3. "" cited as a Communist Magatjne ", - on pg.103 of tha. Guide. 

« • a 

INTELLECTUALS „ 

I *1 DEPEN DENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS, SCIEN CES AND PROF ESSIONS; 
Init i ating Sponsor , sea pg.263» 4th Rap,, 19*0# Cal. San, Comm, on 

-- Un-Amar. Aetlv.: " cited as a Communist Front ," ••• Guide on pg.ea. 

• ^ « 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS. SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS ; Spo nsor of It 
Sci entific and Cul tural Conference for World Peaoe f sea Conference 
^ropran;, pg.12 of ucnference Call! Aleo eee Dally Worker* Mar*21p 
"Cited as a Communist Front, which aaa actu ally a super-mob. .laatl 
of~t ha ‘inveterat e Wheel-Horses and Supporters of tha Commun ist Par 
•tee the April 1, 1951 Report of the Committee on Un-Aaerioan Aotlv - 

MEN YORK CONFERENCE OF T HE NATIONAL COUNCIL FO R THE ARTS f SCIENCES _AN 
?R3rE S3IQN3 : Sponsor of ihe call.; "Oita A a s a Conaunist Front or. 


pg.61 of the Guido. 


\ 4 *• 


WORKERS Ct-TTRRAL FEDERATION ; Ha was a mamba r o f the Honorary fraes^dj 
*' Sea New ****** «r .r»iy \03l on pg.13. " Langston Hughe* Was?OrlglQ - 
ally Activ e In The (Communist) Worbara Cultural Fe deration In 192y 
^ • see PS.T09 of Walter Steele' a Testimony. ~ .y - 

\ N EGRO CULTv~AL COMMITTEE ; Member , see Dally Worker, pg.7t April 13# - 







LANGSTON W £S AIDED COMMUNISTS BY RA - 1L AGITATION 

. ' NEGROES .. . 

LEAGUE OF stru ggle FOR NEGRO RIGHTS ; Member . Valter S. Steele’ e Testl- 
mony, pg.lOS', July 21, 1947# 60 th Cong. FI ret Seeelon: Cited ae 
!: f ,f.y the "Most Prominent and Important Communist Negro 
frfrr.tt: in tr>e Paet ". eee pg.53 of the Guide* T~ . .« 

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS : Me mber , eee 4th Rep., 1948. pg.148, Cal. Comn. 
on Un-Amer. Actlv. " cited ae Subversive and Communist ", pg.64, Guide 

AQ T'U AN N UAL CONVENTION. NATIONAL NEGRO COMPRESS ; Sponsor , see Walter S. 
Steele’s Testimony, pg. 94 on July 21. 1947. " Cited ae Subversive an ; 
C oramunl st " on pg. 64 of the Guide. ... 


WAITER 


NK G°0 DIGEST ; Contributing Editor , see pg.36, Valter Steele’s Testlaon\ 

% • * * 

NE G r *0 QUARTERLY ; Contributor , see pg.39» ’Valter Steele’s Testimony. 

I * * • *. * • 

WE HAVE HTEN BLACKLISTED; He‘ Is’ the Author , see pg.10 of the People’s 
World,” which suoeroeeded the Da lly People’s World, the Official Or ;r 
of the C onra n nlet Party On the West Coast , see pg.100 of the Guiae. 


THEATERS < 

Lr.Af.rE OF WORKERS THEATERS; Member. Cong. Comm., App.IX, pg.1026. 

— 1 — 11 ■ 1 — . ■ ■ ■ ■ » - » *...•» 

THEAT ER LEAG UE; Guest and Author of Play . ••• D&Uy Worker, June 1. 
" Cited as a Communist Front " on pg.105 of the Guide. 

V.-y THEATER; Contributing : Edltor . see pg. 278, 4th Rep., 1948 Cal. Cox.t 
on nn-Amer. Actlv. " Cited as a. Communist Publication ” on pg.105* Gu‘ 

ro* THEE?: NEa t: '.EATER SCHOOL : Participant , pg.109. Walter Steele’s Test. 

ii snc ?LAT..‘RrGN Ts CO. : !>mber and Associate , eee Sunday Worker, Sept.l- 






RADIO • 


rEOPJ.E’S RADIO FOUNDATION; Chart er Member . ~ see pg.108 of Walter Steele 
Testimony; "C ited ae Subverslye and~~gonaunlst ff on pg,72 of Guide. 

• 

VOICE OF F^EEL-CM COEKITTEE t Sponsor . " Langston Hughee (has a) ’ l engt: 

record of Communlet-Front~A7 TITIat lone (and le a 'sponsor) of the 
Tolco of Freedom Commi tt ee, whose function le the support, of .Comaer. 
tu tors vn o have received the acclaim of ~the Communist P ress " on pg. 
v I§37~4tTT Report, 1948, Cal. Comm. On Un-Amer. Activities. 




1 • ks PROMOTED S OVIET INTER? ZONAL FOREIGN POLICY , 

.. ONE-WORLD COMMUNISM ’ ... 

\ ' “ " Hi !i - F yj y 3 q LP 0 OVER N M ENT ; A Sponsor of the Petitio n- This Petit it 
; rgeldqnt_o n Feb. 1C, 194& for World Government had' 70 r^Va 
V- . . . ' t p ersons had Communist Affiliations wit h a tat 0 # f >~ - 

t j »' "• r • .V « tatlona . See Headlines Pec7 11. 19 r 1. pg — r 


* 


•is 


OERMANY 

r±\12’i£L COMMITTEE TO AID VICffM~S Ok OERKAN FASCISH; Supporter. See 

letter Heaa datea July 3, 1934. T~ ..7 

* v^ ; ■; • ; -•* *»i 

■■ , ■ • PAN-AMERICAN NATIONS 4 .* . v 

V • tM^CONFj^SN^ E ON PAN-AMERICAN DEMOCRACY ; Signer of Call . Nevs release* 
Nov. 15, 1936. Pg. 3, " Cited as a Communist Front " on pg.34. Guide. 

CC-NCIL FOR PAN-AMERICAN DEMOCRACY : Sponsor . Coma. to investigate Tax- 
Foundations, 33 rd Ceng., Second Session, Part II, pg.1216; 
C ited as Subversive and Communist " on pg.35.of the Guide. 

CHINA 

• Tig CHINA ^ CONFHTENCE APRATKSSMENTS COMMITTEE : Sponsor . Letterhead, Nov. 
1?46; This fr ont was o rga nized primarily to bring pressure on the 
Trua an Adm inistr ation to remove American Troops froa China so that 
Chinese Communist s would be given a free hand against Chians k»i. 
Shjrji , 4th r ep. , 1943, Cal.. Comm. Un-Aaer. Activities, pg.157. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

THE :: AME^: \?L_C.gWITTEE.rOR YUGO SLAVIA RET.TFF; Sponsor . 4th Rep., 1943, 
.,omm. t n-Amer. Actlv.,' pg.132. " Cited as subversive and Communist'* 
by the U.S. Attorney General, pg.6, Guide, ” 7! • 

• • • ~r ' .* - 

GREECE ’ • ~ . 

m-^r^lCAN. RELIEF FOR GREEK Dg< PC RACY i Sponsor .- 4th Rep. 1948, Cal. 
..wO-nm. Un-Aroer. Actlv., pg. 168-169* Called a Communist Front , pg.165 


RUSSIA 


r-% 


% • v 


THE SOVIET UNI ON I National Committeeman . pg.244, 4t1 
6, Cal. Comm. Un-Aner. Aotlv., also endorsed Convention 'Calli 

■ e/k Cl Qe U « _ • * . **' . * ■ ■ ■ l " ■ ■ J — ■ * 


Pamphlet 
Cited as eub- 


}. Pg.244, 4th Rep. , 

— — _gv 4 Co^v6nt>l 

see pg.51» 9th Rep., 1951, Cal. Sen. Coma, on Eduoa^ion. 

J riHg >! 4L .7ct_r::ciT ..Q7 American- sovie t friendship; Sponsor.’ see 

named Call to the Congress, Nov. 6-8. 1943 on pg.4; "Citowi .. 

• vcrnlvc w ri Communis t* on pg.6l of the Guide. "The Senate Committee 
; • £. >nd H_the Nation al Council of Amer ican - Soviet Friendshi p is a dlrec 
. \ 4gent_of the Soviet Union engaged In trait o rous activities tinder t r.» 
.r - 4 ?rltre.of_Stal In's Co nsular Serv i ce in the United States ", see ite.3. 

*»u» " J ep., 1948, Cal. Sen. Comm, on Un*Amer. Activities. 

FOR CLOSER COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIET UNION : Signer, see 
• 4 »*- w - °nc . "oma. App.lX, pg. 1384; Described as "A Group of Communist ' 
j- '? -that Issue d the Open Letts/ ", on pg.71 of the Qu^ie. , 

* ’ THE ADOPT I Or CF THE NEW CONSTITUTION OFSOVIET Rl^SSIA : 

J*th Rep. , 1956, : Cal. Invest. Comm, on Education, pg.24. 

f • • *• ‘ ("V 

;..-r t;:r * . »■. v 


mu> 


i* ' 


"GOOD BYE CHRIf * . 

o t *' r- ♦ Ctirint. i 

u did nlri ght In yom day, I rsokon- 
thit day's gone now;*- * •• • 

*C? ghosted you up a swell story, too,, 
-'..led It Biblo- 

•' ‘ • : ‘ ; ' w • . • .» . 
-..e fo(i.s i s.*. tM , J rvaohers *▼# 

\ade too such money fro® It. 

*-ven to the Ttar and the Cossacks, 
sven.to Rockefeller's church, 

>.ven to the Saturday Evening Post, 

■**cu ain't no good no more; 

'‘ney've pawned you 

"111 you've done wore out. 

oodfcye, . 

’hrlat Jesus, Lord, Ood Jehovah,. 

:3eat It on a way from here now. 

y.ike way for a new guy with no religion 

at all- 

*. real guy named 

•/arx communist, Lenin peasant, Stalin 

worker, ®e- 

I said ME! 

Go ahead on now. 

You're getting in the way of things; Lord, 
And please take Saint Ohandl with you 

when you go 

\:iO saint Pope Plus 


•* f W spiTt ggga" 

Clean the pittoonsTooy, 

Detroit, vhioago, Atlantic City, 

. * Pais Beach, 

Clean the spittoons. 

The steaa la the kitchens* 

And the saoke in hotel lobbies, 
and ths alia® la hotel spittoons. 

•- fe."\ 

Part of ®y life. 

Hey, Boy! ^ nlokel, a dime, a dol 
Two dollars a day. • 

Hey, Boy! A nlokel, a dine, a dol 
Two dollars. 

Buy shots for the Baby 
House rent to pay..- 
Church on Sunday, 

My bod! » 

• . . „ 

• 

Babies and Church 
Am women am Sunday 
All mixed up with dimes am 
Dollars am olsan aplttoons 
Am house rent to pay. . 

Hey, Boy! 


YOU r® KOLLinK Xll WIW es» j vi wuaitfs® | vv*'*| , ’ . _ _ * . ^ 

And please take Saint Ohandl with you A bright bowl of brass Is beautlf*- 

when you go To the Lord. ' 

Vl - saint Pooe Plus Bright polished brass like cymbalc 

?alnt A?mee McPherson, * . Of- King David's dancers, 

■T^blv black Saint Becton of the Conse- Like thd wine ©ups of Solomon. 

crated Dlne,V Hey, Boy! 


\nd step on the gas, Christ! 

'eve! 

is r>on*t be So slow 'bout movin’! • 

ne worio Is mine from now on- , . 

•»nd nobody's .gonna sell me 
To a King, or a General, • 
y r a millionaire. t 

Goodbye Christ, good morning Revolution! 
This- Is the poem wh ich Is usually r»- 


A clean spittoon qn the altar of 

the Lord 

A clean bright spittoon all newly 

pollshed- 

At least 1 oan offer that, ; 
Com 'aere, -Boy! 


ferre-i tpi wh enever t 
is 'aentione3r~ In o 




(This 
from i 

was oi 


Langstoi 


JAZZ BAND I?1 A PARI SI AN CABARET ' / fl^TyRflAX 

f 1 ay “that thing, Jazr Band! Play It once. 

Play It for the Lords, am Ladle®, 0, play It eons more. 


For the Dukes and Counts, 

For the whores am gigolos, 
Korthe American Millionaires, 
Arid the School Teachers 
Tuff for a spree. 

-*liy It, Jazz Bam! 
you know' that tune 


Charlie la a gambler 
An' Sadie le a whore 
A glass of whiskey 
Ana glass of gin! 
Strut Mr. Chari lo. 

Till de dawn oomes In. 


8ke#-da-dad! De-dad! 
Doo-doo— doo 
Won't be nothin' 1' 
When de worse get * 
And you's a long t* 
When you : la dead, ? 

, . So beat* that drum 
Shout dat song; 


laughs and orlss the sametlmePawn yo' old goid watoh 6 

V. . know It, M»y It An* dlwoM ling. 

»»■ ° ul - ' 2!M dlt tw!^ Do IClwrii!. u' 

Parec© una Rumba* ■ ■ nar * '** 1 ' Re< * £) Ry , 

b , T^nf.ton Hur.h.. nppo.r on »f H oa«m toorleaQ.Po^tj;. 

T-V "f-.j h” | -lie !!nt*ne<* yer, who als<^ba*^9Xl-.^D_oyC--2 u °l-.‘: - r 


i. . know It, May IT 
:*al a oul. Moln rtott! 
Parece una Rximbau 

tax 


r' 


■ i nu'j .: :i 

\LT .*.!) CS JHIN 
ilr Vf ~Rl ,1 a 
marble tomb 

\ v-r Comrade Lenin, 

-*.ve se room. 

;*4m, the r^esant, 

•*/ > .» ! i muddy with toll 
I r with you, Comrade Lenin, 

N*v 1 have finished ny toll. 


ChVo, the \egro, 

* •.?.! cRiw in the sun. 

• for yon. Comrade Lenin, 
• v wcrk * e uone. 


•• "■••‘i*'? of tn*» fo mdrles 

• v '.<*• In •>? streets. of Shanghai 
*h' r*'.lco cf the devolution 

• ;.t. I uVtr.c, I die. 

• 

vade Lenir. of Russia 
• r< In the marble tocib 

with the flgntera forever- 

• vcrld is our RoonJ 

* 

no».» ra at tri buted t o La ngs ton 

• vi 3 repor tedly I n t he 

1 • ** 3 .® .i>a lly AO ri d, Ja n .- 20, 1950 
; j ~o f -lec tion"? . 


jru. 


U r ' r* *• r. i r.r : 

» « a.* a /U * Ow ♦ 


/ CROSS 

My old man a wHIte old man 
And my old mother* a black 
If ever I cursed my white old man 
1 take my oursee back. 

If ever I cursed my black old mother 
•And wished she were in hell, 

I'm sorry for that evil wish 
Ajid now* I wish her well. 

My old man died in a fine big house 
Ky fta died in a shack. 

I wonder where I'm going to die 
Being neither white nor blaok. 

Th is po e m appears on pk. 103 of 
y The Poetry of The Negroes^ by Hugh 

( without titl e) 

Christ is a" nigger 
Beaten and blaok* 

Oh, bare you baok 

Most Holy Bastard 
Of the bleeding mouth; 

Nigger (Jrlst on the oroas 
Cf the South. 

This poem la rep orted by Rev, Kennr 
Qof f. who hAg'be e n an a ctive Coma un 
He reports communist writers of 
propaganda used In the South ofte n 
deplot Christ and the Apostles a e S 


Oood Morning, Revolution: 

You're the best pal I ever had 
We -gonna pal around together 
From now on l 

This po em appears on pg.293 
Rep o rt of the Special Committee 
inve st. Tax-Exempt Founds t lone 
£3rd Congress. £nd Session 


This MML ^le presented in the fulfillment of cy officJ 
.-visibility as|H^^^Vof The Instructional Materials Comnltte© of ” 
• ronrdof EWco^or^luring the time when the two books written by 
-•e*. on Hughes were purchased. While most of this material was taken 
• *. official Oovomment Records, and Intended for private distribution, 
mu at be recognised that any reproduction of oopyrlghted excerpts mus* 
conformity with copyright or othsr limitations. 


- %&s-rd#/Y mhUb^ 

\ <* . ijr.- -r. . .'y.r •: 7 ^ ^ ; v ; ; ... .*•?. ( ■- *. 
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orFICl OF OIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST IGAT 
UNITED STATCS DEPARTMENT OFyJu! 


Monroe, Michigan U ' 
February 3, 1958 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Dept, of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Director: 

Many Americans sincerely 
like you in the forefront of 
mortal foe, while so many 


ml m 

Mr. Tarro 

Mr. Trotter— 

Mr. jones 

1 X Mr. Clayton- 

^ Tele. Room 

Mr. Hoi 1 oman . 
Miss Holmes — 
MissfandyX- 

.dm 

appreciate having 
our struggle against 
are compromising. 


I an*, enclosing the first of a series of articles, that 
reveal the type of authors our immature youths depend 
on for knowledge. 

I am sure that you are fully aware of this situation, 
but thought it might strengthen you to know that there is 
an occasional citizen at the grass roots level trying to 
uphold your hands. 

"Be not weary in well doing, for in due time ye 
shall reap if ye faint not." 








February 10, 1958 


/CO-I 2*7-7 


foonro c>l!nc!!ug^ 




Your letter of February 3, 1958, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I want to thank you for rr.aV.ng a copy 
of jour article available to me. I find your words of support 
very gratifying, and I hope I may continue to merit the high 
regard which you have expressed. ... tj 1. 


C — * 

"n d =» 

rr 

CD l — 


FEB 1 0 1958 

COMM-PBl 

t NOTE: Identifi|b^ 
.‘>’ l concerning^^» 
is an articl^PPI 
.tiie Monroe Public 
^ article reflects tha 


Sincerely yours, • .. E c 

it tsiar Euwer M o . jf* 

» ■«*.. ; * * o 

’ i ■' - , • O «• 

jZ <-n y 

s in Bufiles reflec^^M^y^^piSiy n 
f The enclosure to^HI^^H^^etter 
(captLoned^fQuestionable Authors in 
r .^np-R tnTrH^h^? ,, ^rh^ffle page' of this 
3 the Text- ( 


V . K 
f»> ». L 




Book* Co/nmittee of ffi^onroe Board of Education, Monroe, Michi 


t. EKP:jcs i‘ J 

tr. 


• . - * . . u f 


V. /*> - 


V 






tj 

/ 


JUN 1 C' 19SS 

Naa *£ CHIZH, 


a ✓ \ 

' f ' 


?5f 


<34310 - 


Jtme 11, 1958 

• _ LASOSTOH JAH22^U0BSS - SkW)*' 1 ?-! ' ” 

Born; February 1, 1902 0 

Joplin, Kissourl iv. " 

•• • - - . — - * 

• * 

la rerpcnso to y oar name check rsaueat, there la 
enclosed cue copy each of three reports reflecting*- 

investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning the above* 
certicned Individual. " »oo*e- 

Tl> Jar.- gL Muc-fies 

. . j® •Edition to the encloaed-reporta/ you »Ei desire 

to review the testimony of Langetoa Hughs a given in public 
e o scion to .ore tae Permanent Suhcosnittee on Investigations 
on rjreh 0 ^^?^ 00 ® 0WaBeat Operaticno (fceCarthy Committee} 

0 

12? Interviewed 

cy repre sente t Ives of this Bureau concerning his knowledge 

Coaneii of Arerican-Soviat Friendship end ite 

tStTTw 1»55° Jk 1011 .? Soviet Bhioa. 3aghos a fee ted 

naay other "left wing" organisations of which he 
=waber or sponsor la tho past, his relationship 
vita tneec orga nis ations was sorely a paper one and he had no 
knowledge of their .inner working a or any connection they 
have had with tho Ccoxmuniet Party* J 

. The Katlaaal Council of American-Soviet Friendship 
hss been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10 Jj50. 

_ • . Hughes stated he had never been a member of the 

Communist Party, but admitted cooperating with the "left-wing- 
element in this country through the years. Hughes denied Sat 

“• candidate on the Coosmmlst 


A 


^J 936 °? 193g l ® nd stated that to his knowledge 
he never attended any Coe rrnnls t Party nestings* (ioo-l5l39-2h, 9, 57,&69 

* ***• f arogolag information is famished to you ts • 

4 esa l t ®? 7 yjr *®<I*®afc for an P3I file check and isnot to bo 

*“»• ftenatrued as • clearance or a nodclearanee of the individual 

f n >? ul V ^ * * ^®^orBStlcn is leaned for your use and is not 

^ be disaea^nated outilde of your 7 agency/ . r 


-Bnclosures ( 3 ) 




Her - 




2Irig andone to State Dept (Pre 
”‘ q »^ 58 



.dm t * s Program) 
JUN 13 nr* 


m. 




1 


rinai ^fiqn <£c7ioo 


Tarpon Springs. Florioa 


Aptil 25, I960 


SI r. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
•achin. ton, D. C. 

Beer Mr. Hoover* 

!7c should like information regarding the Hegro poet, Lanffstr m^nHipc 
Do you have records that prove that he has ever been connected with 
ary subversive organizations? 



Ver” - sincerel 






**' 1 a 5 ^ /^/J y 




I 


I 





I - Mr. Simpson 


May 3, I960 




y 


jarpon Springs High School 
Tarpon Springs;' Florida - 



. April 25, 1960, also signed* 

tJSHP ■■■■■■^■■ vuas been received and the 
interest wnicn prompted your communication is indeed 
appreciated, 

♦v • • ^i n T cs P° n se to your inquiry, 1 must advise that 

the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances, furthermore, information 
in our files is maintained as confidential and available 
°J|*y _* or official use in accordance with a regulation of 
the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours. 


M&iuna 

,, , MAY -31960 
l -Mite? 


•f 




* V '■* 


m 




.. 7 

'2 

elUvma L, 



ATTENTION: SAC*iftlAMl 

Ml Co rresponden 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


IT* Get.. It > 

k 3 I 


information 


: fr5? s JW5? e ® ts Stated they .would l ike .to have 
i concerbirQf the Negro ^oeu Laigst** (Hughes and 


asked if the Bureau hts records proving ht has been -T 
• /(connected imith -subversive organisations j-oViJ?dM2 

jI - • •;/ ,t\ '• - • • y 

IkJ nrri7 TA lit A »IT * /*AtiVTAi«vr«s m M 1 .IA ) 



E TWO 


IOM v 


TELETYPE UNIT L I 





1^ 







> 



? * mZ TO MIAMI , CONTINUED 



Bufiles contain no identifiable infonnation 
concerning the correspondents 

James Langston^lughes is the subject of a closed 
security investigation and was formerly a Security Index 
subject of the New York Office, He was removed from the 
Security Index in 1955, He is a Negro lecturer, author, 
poet and pseudointellectual who over the years had a long 
record of association with communists and communist front 
organizations. He reportedly was one of the first Negro 
intellectuals to join the Communist Party and it was not 
generally known, even inside the Communist Party, that .he 
was a member, (100-15139) 







j DIRECT OB, FBI 7/15/60 

m \ ; ■« . *** ' .**■ • : • ' <#*;.* 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-30673) M' ' T A 





. He Chicago airtd dated -6/27/60 captioned.. "CONFERENCE 

FOR AFRICAN WOMEN AND W&MEN OF. AFRICAN DESCENT, 7/15-25/60, 

IS - C." ■ . 









v.' . :C- . 

lawsstqn HUGHES, a subj ect in which Hew York is office 
of origin, New York file entitled, "JAires UUBiaXfljB^G^3, nka», 
SECURITY ‘MATTER - C," ' New York file 100-17322 , hie not been 
characterized in the attached letterhead aenorandua because 
a suitable characterization for HUGHES is not available to 
the Chicago Office. - * - •’ - • * 

A copy of this letterhead aeaorandua and cover ' - 

pages are being forwarded to the New York Office with the * ' 
request that New York furnish the Bureau with the characteri- 
zation -of HUGHES in letterhead aeaorandua fora. New York 
is requested to furnish the Chicago Office a copy of this 


^ 3'— Bureau (end. 5) (HH) 

•2 - New York (end. 1) (100-17322) (RM) 
i . 2 - WFO (end. 1) (RM) 

% - 2 - Chicago (100-30673) . V 

A„ 1 - 100-37036 -- (CONTROL FILE - CONFERENCE FOR AFRICAN WOMEN 

- • - - / AND WOMEN OF AFRICAN DESCENT) v r. * • * £ 

rc/«f. ...V, 

- «.Q&0 '■ NOT RECORDED 

A .... % U 145 JUL 18 1960 
- - - * 


" . ■ •*’ *v* «v‘ - * v.y. 


CG J. 00-30673 


characterization in ordeir that it will *be available In the*. 1 
future, in viev of the fact HUGHES' articles occasionally -• 
appear in the "Daily Defender**, a Chicago newspaper* 

V T he encl osed letterhead memorandum has been classi 
fled we a> *4 £a$ is i > since it contains information received 
from conf identHl informants which, if disclosed, could ^ - 
compromise future effectiveness of the informants. ^;/. ' 








| . V 

III 

UL-aED states department of 

S TICE 


FEDEBAL BCBEAC OF INVESTIGATION 

J* Reply, Ptmu* Refer te 

100-30673 

Chicago, Illinois 
July IS, 1960 





A photograph which appeared in tho "Chicago Defended 
Karch 19, 1960 edition, page 12, coltmn 5, which in a Chicago 
dally Kegro newspaper, reflected that the Jchn O'Qulnns, 

1218 South Central Park, recently entertained Langston Hughes 
as guest of honor in tMr residence * This article reflected 
that Geraldyne Light foot was also present at this affair*. 


The Canonist Party, USA has ween designated toy the 
Attorney General of the United 8tates pursuant to Executive - 
Order 10450* 


; s H i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


X 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to y< 


jmm 


with no segregable 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the reieasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/oo-fs-i 37 - t&rjkcm^ 

Y/iCe- 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
y NO DUPLICATION FEE v 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX Wl 
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KAY1KJYE, aFKIKAJ (CCl'.t cACh , AFRICA) aK AFRICA!. TR^ASUHY 

Titl* of Book - - ■ — - ~ — 1 -~ T -£ ) ; — 

Edited by Lar . pston Hu phe 3 

Au,hor , Crown, oi ' .^T 8 ' " 

Book Reviews (£2-46855) 

Control'feoioorcli Soction • 

This book has come to the attention of the Central Research SecUon. Without review, 
a spot check indicates the book relates, or may relate to the responsibilities of tne following 
Sections and/or Divisions. (See "Nature of Book* at bottom of page.) 

(Please initio! ir. the apprnpricie box, and return promptly U> the Centre! Research Section.) 


R OUTING 

F 1 Domestic Intclligc. division 

I I CentraUResecrc:*, Room 7627 / 

^ \l * 


Obtain book 
for review 


Book review not 
required by this 
SecUon or Division 


Room 2714 /„Y) /• ) [=5 

^ \ | Liaisop.'Rootn 7641 > jmsj 

□ 

a 


I 1 j *j^fre Check, Room 6125 LB. 
F>^i 7sIctlonaIities Intelligence, Room 1527 
I I Subversive Control, Room 1250 

F i Identification Division 

I I —Section, Room 


□ Training & Inspection Division 

1 I Section, Room 

I i Adm inistrative Division 

□ Section, Room 

□ Files & Communications Division 

n Section, Room 

I I Investigative Division 

I I u Section, Room 


ft 

1 1 Laboratory Division 


.Section, Room 


1 


I 1 Crime Records Division 

| | : Section, Room 


□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

a 
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Nature of Book: 

- 


■ r^' 

;^o c 




t>i>Ulri XdiSfeff 
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V * . eo ms . S.-^ W ^ _ « V*V % • 

•> -V . - - V'.-L* - .**■ ^ \ • - 


I 03113 aJOU IVM3«V0 




<r, r - 


-jIaYJHOYK. AFBIKa:* of the e.^iior accentuate* and 
(COMli HACK. Al'KICA!) AN" lend* wnaitivc unJciitandinjr to 


AKttlCAN .TKKASUKY. Kdii.d 

-be* louigston Hughes.' Crown. 

'iSSo. 

THE- A FBI CAN by Wil.’ it 

r-«. *1 :«•!- 

By MIKE NKWUKRKY 
' - BLACK AFRICAN writer* 
were unknown, unheard, ar.d un- 
heralded in our country a few 
year* ago, though they were 
known throughout the world. 

Headlines, th:.t arc read by 
those who do not read history, 
has changed all that. Now pub- 
lisher* arc rushing into *•.; :;1- 
n.v.*t every maniovrin- :**.■>• ran 
get, to satiate, if not satisfy, the 
public's interest and curiosity. 
This i r.di serin; hn, le set-king for 
best seller* has led to much not 
too discriminating publishing. It 
is well to he wary of some of 
the "African" book* that are of- 
fered. 

If • wo are forewarned then 
that not all this interest in Afri- 
ca is genuin \ nor is all that 
•glitters “thi* black truth", ;.s «r.u 
African poet h:..- ' v:ittc:;, we can 


better judge tu* •rue from .he 
false. 

It is with ;/.• sure, therefore, 
that I -gj from ‘‘. h» sour comment 
to the two boos.- at hand, both 
arc truthful and genuine and ex- 
citing. Those who have r.o ac- 
quaintance with African litera- 
ture might do well to begin here, 
get acquain*. •!, and see what 
they’ve missed. 

LIFE AND DM ATI I 

Edited in his inimitable way 
by Langston Hughes. •'The Afri- 
can Treasury." is one of those 
rare books that i* much too short. 
To i!j justice ‘to the depth and 
breath of it* subject it ought to 
ye tw;c»* it? length. It is a rich 
toiler; kin. y*“ tn poitrav the lite- 
rature uf Afi jijLnin vihwu? 
of 203 'page* - !* as ambitious a* 
fctiemptir.g to sn.in-c**' America'* 
culture into such a format. You 
can’t! . 

The vibrant and varied inter- 
est* of Langston Hughe* come to 
the' rescue here. For thi* is one 


* c subject matter. He seem* to 
have done the impossible. •„ ■ 

From on “Advice to the Lovc- 
hmi" i‘(i!::ntn i:i &vjlh Afrira to 
** »i liwt Nui nn.na Tu*u the v. !)• 
Me mile" this anthology travel* 
the by rt ad.< »iud highway* of 
African folklore, political mani- 
festo, essay, poetry, song and 
story. So»re 4ti works, by almost 
as many BW-dc African writer*, 
are incliuu... And they range 
from the subtle, sophisticated 
delineation oT thi? problem facing 
a modern African lea tier in a 
tribal society, “The Blacks" by 
Peter Abraham*, to the wise 
t -ro verbs of the Ewe trine, “Ur.- . 
til you have crossed the river, 
don't insult the alligator'* mouth". 

In such a kaleidoscopic coller- 
tion it is unfair to single out 
one writer over anoiher writer. 
Yet, I would mention the prose 
power of a longshoreman of 
Simon's Town. South Africa, Pe- 
ter Ku'falo. MU terse, striking 
drama of life and death, “Death . 
in the Sun," i* all the more as- 
tounding when p laved side by 
side wish h:s children's poem, 
"Play Song." In many .ways 
Peter Kumalo reminds one of 
Jack London. Then too, there uve 
the more famiib.r writers: Cyp- 
rian Ekwensi of Nigeria, Abioscr. 
Xicol of Sierra Leone, Leopold 
Senghor of Senegal, who W’ill 
soon enough become well-known 
and deservedly known . . • 

One could -argue, a* one can 
always argue with an anthology, 
that African Treasury** suf- 
fer* some sad omissions. Where, 
for instance, is the intricate, 
forceful work, of Era Bo to, or 
Ferdinand Oy one's gusty real- 
ism? V/hord is the existential-, 
ism, African style, of Camara 
la. ye? Where arc the French 
African pact* Bernard Badic and 
Paul Niger and Guinea's Keita 
Foduku ? 

But i‘ they have to await an- 
other day, their ab*ccnec does 
not detract from the main theme 
of "The African Treasury." That: 
U the reaffirmation of nride in 
self, cf national pride. Of "Negri- 
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time that the personal imprint ^ tude," as the. Black African 

BMC atosum: /0C - 3< ? ' 


’ :f CLO?UH!‘ 





write:* term it. ' 

It is voiei’ii !»/ Francis Ernest 
Kotina Hark Ok of Ci!is:.a: 

Give nic black souls, 

‘Let them he >Uuck . 
m Or chocolate brown 
Or nink*' thr-m the 
Coi««r of * - 

Uwl :n. . 

Wiser than sand. j 
){ut if you can 
I* lease keep them black*, 
Black. 

It is vcicH t*>o by the G*. .an ran 
novelist, William Con ton, in his 
vastly interesting and topical 
novel, The African”. 

The poor hoy who ii*e* “from 
the bush” to become the Prime 
Minister of the fictional West 
A Tricar* state of •‘Songha:** is 
doicrwl as a sort of Horatio Al- 
vei’. brut his ;ru;:i is not Uvrsunal 
wealth. It is, says Conton, na- 
tirna! identification anj na- 
:iwr.;.I liberation. And his achieve- 
ment of it comes through dedi- 
cation and sacrifice. 

• “What a ricucc. do you think 
I. am writing a R.i**.*anrc? Don’t 
you see that I am copying Na- 
ture,” Richardson, one of Eng- 
land's curliest novelists, or.ee 
wrote. So too docs Contci:, as a 
pioneer of the modern Ghanian 
novel, keen; to say. 

1 1 is fiction is often non-fic- 
lamal. Realistic, point blank, and 
almost coldly told, his story is 
drawn s6 closely frn r. real life 
that many of his people are easily 
recognizable. And ak the early 
English novelists his devices 
sometimes appear awkward end 
unpolished, and like them, they 
are full of life and vitality. 

If the lament, often heard, that 
thf We*te»n novel is dying has 
CHii.-e for concern, here, in the 
wo: !; of writers cuch as William 
Conton it may he reborn, on the 
.lich soil of Africa. 

For The African” and The 
African Treasury” echo the slo- 
gan of rebirth, renewal, and new 
.life of the Accra conference: 
Taylhuye Afrika!” ‘‘Freely 
. \m*iu;cd” # says Langston 
Hughes, “that means* ‘Long Live 
Africa*! sBut the literal trans- 
lation comes much closer: ‘Come 
back Africa*:” * 
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February 15, 1061 


AIRMAIL 


■ \ V-' 
'. \ - 


anta Monica,.. California 




7/6 


i]( ?Jd) 


Your telegram of February 11, 1061, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted your 
communication Is indeed appreciated. . 

I regret that I am unable to be of assistance 
concerning the matter you mentioned. Information in the 
files of ihe FBI is confidential pursuant to a regulation of 
, the Department of Justice, and, accordingly, I am unable 
to accede to your request. I hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have in . 

our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. a 


H5 « 




Sincerely yours, P* 

1^- ?f J. Hoover / 

£ °j NOTE: The Teletype Unit advised that correspondent's telegram 

I emanated from Santa Monica, California. His addresss could not ■ ^ 

be verified in that city's telephone directory. Based on limited v - 
information available, our files contain no infoy^tetion identifiable ZT 1 S 
with him. Bufiles reflect that James Langston ^Hugh es wa^tfie § 

- * j subject of a closed security investigation and was a Security Index .. JV 

'• * J subject of the New York Office until 1955. I|e is aD\returer ^author ~ 

« and poet who has had a long record affiliations with communist and - 
• ‘ communist-front organizations ovOTthe years. Reportedly, 'he was 
IT one of the first Negro ''intellectuals' 'to joip the Conjmunis^Party. 

'63f£B^3t®' £L " ,Ptum,a 

' ^2. * ' 


( 


.J 




WJUE& 

1 .11961 


iEOHI 





V • i 
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LANGSTON JIUGIIES 


March it, mi ^ ,) 


(!> 


Also known ns: Jones Langston Ilaghes 

Dora: February. 1, 1902 

Jopl&iwJtLAiourl.. 


•*— You fire refwred to 


L> •*—' You' fire reffifred to reports concerning Janes Langston 
. /fiHughe 5 dated February 19, 1951, end previous dated rCbpifis or * r * 
1 which were furnished to your agency oh May 7, 1954, 

( 100 - 15139 - 57)1 . . » , 

You mfiy also desire to review the testimony oi 
Langston Hughes given in public session before the Perm ane nt 
Subcommittee on investigations of the Committee on Government 
Operations (McCarthy Committee) on March 26, 1953* 

On December 10, 1953, Langston Hughes was interviewed 
by Agents of tbis Bureau concerning bis knowledge of the 
National Council of American - Soviet Friendship and its 
forerunner, the Friends of the Soviet Union* Hughes stated 
that like many other "left wing" organisations of which be 
had been a member or sponsored in tne past, relationship 
with these organizations was merely a paper one and he had 
no Imowledge of their inner workings or any connection that 
. they might have had With the Communist Party* 

'■ . The National Council of American •» Soviet Friendship 

has been cited pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 

Hughe 1 stated he bad never been a member of tlte 
Communist Party, but admitted cooperation with the "left 
wing" element In this country through the years, lte denied 
e*-' that he had ever been suggested as a candidate on .the Communist 
Party ticket in 1936 or 1938, and stated that to his knowledge* 
he never attended any Cosaunlst Party meetings* (100-15139-73), 

"The Worker." fo* August 21, 1960, contained tin 
article under the headline. "Langston Hughes Published in 
US5R." This article stated that the Foreign Literature 
Publishing House in Moscow had put out a new volume of 

Original and one to USIA //) (j ' ^ ^ J ** 

Request received March 3, 1961 ~ — 1 ■» ■ ■ — lir 


‘VCahe . 


f roller . 


V 


& 


J>WV f* MAR 30 1951c? 1 


& 

itber recommendations nor e one In a lone el the FBI. It ta the p rop e rt y ml 
o rows dqencyj it and its ca ntajhta p rt not to fcm4Aoeeibfeted aatmide poor 
or to yoor request for o chock oi FBI files. 


t L 9 & 


llAO. ROOM 1 1 TELETYPE UNIT □ 






I 


.»■ Langston Hughes 

worst by Langston Hughes containing on# hundred and ten 
- poems written between 1926 and the time of publication. 
The article indicated that Langston Hughes had written a 
special Introduction for this Russian edition. 

(100-15139) „ 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 1 
1 - Mr, Rosen 1 


The Attorney General 


Name Check Section 
Mr. Woods 

October 30, 1061 



Director, Fill 

o 

LArJGSTUS UUG1ICS 


rr, 

n 


11 i 

With reference to your request of October 26, 196JL.C 
i captioned individual there is set forth herein a°° S m 
r information io this Bureau's files concerning |g 


CO 

n cn 


3 


cn 

h- 

o 

o 


m 


concerning 

•uroary of ^ 

Mr. Hughes. 3 

I? Mr, Hughes was born February 1, 1902, at Joplin, Msl>urf 
and (graduated fro* Lincoln University, Lincoln University, x 
F.Ciuuylvania, In 1929. r 

* * ■* -A3 

. ^ An Investigation of Mr, Hughes was institi&ed in 'March, 

lSf41>wben Information was received that he was to apeak it. a 
. luncheon in Pasadena, California, which was sponsored by wxf * 
organization known as the "Book and Author.' The circular L; (P* t 
announcing the luncheon and Mr. Hughes' appearance reported that 
Mr. Hughes was a member of the American Section of Moscow's" 

' International Union of Revolutionary Writers.' The Investigation 
developed that Mr. Hughes was a member, sponsor or otherwise 
affiliated with the following organizations which have been 
designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450: 


, American Peace Mobilization; national Committee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners) National Committee . 
for People's Rights: League of American Writ era; 1 Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade (cited as Abraham Lincoln Brigade or Battaliofi); - ... 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship; and the American 
Comittee for Protection of Foreign Born. * ‘ 


K' 


.6 * 


Additionally, the investigation developed thbt he was 
S peaber, sponsor or otherwise affiliated with the following 
ulc f Organizations which have been cited by the House Committee on 

ajtEiM.r • — 


.UiWfcftWcati Activities: 



% JOO-~I-I.Z<} ~ 77 

Rights; American Friends 


-w be oat 



ni.tj.il League of Struggle for Negro Rights; American Frie«ds 
/tPw Q Mexican People; American .Writers' Cbhgr ess; Soviet R ussia 
day; and Hook Union. ... •» : • r£i; 1 . 

Ml r .1 ‘ w NOV £• 1961 

•* “ Mr. OeLoach / J nf iNflrEl\jXel^ cover memo, Scatterda: 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. EVans 
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The Attorney Cenerol 


The Investigation farther revealed that in addition to 
his long record of association with communist front organisations, 
one Informant, who lias furnished reliable information in the pest, 
reported that Mr. Hughes was one of the first Negro intellectuals 
to Join the COomunist Party, 


Nr. Hughes, an author of aeveral books, is also the 
author of a pot** entitled 'Goodbye Christ,* which in part is ss 
follows l 

*f. I • a . 

'Listen, Christ, 

You did alright in your day, I reckon - 

But that day's gone now 

They ghosted you up a swell story, too 

Called it the Bible - 

But its dead now,” 


He is also the author of « publication entitled "A New 
Song*' which was published by the International Workers Order. 

80 Fifth Avenue, new York City. The International Workers Order 
has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


The investigation further revealed that an informant, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
Hr. Hughes was suggested as a candidate in 1936 ana 1938 on the 
Communist Party election ticket, but waa turned down by the 
National Committee of the Communist Party because he was considered 
more Valuable to the Communist Party at a writer and lecturer. 


On March 26, 1953, Nr. Hughes testified in public session 
before the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations ox the 
Committee on Government Operations (McCarthy Committee). He 
stated that there waa a period during bis life when he believed 
in the Soviet form of government, beginning roughly with the 
Scottsboro case (circa 1930) and lasting for some ten or twelve 
years. Nr. Hushes attempted to qualify his position by stating 
that his disillusionment commenced at the time of the Nazi-Soviet 
Pact, but that he continued to sympathize with certain phases of 
Soviet ideology for some time after that. He continued that 
his reorientation was completed some four or five years prior to 
his appearance before iustent committee and certainly before 
1950. He added that during the time of his belief in the Soviet 
fora of government, his writings reflected his feelings.. 


The Attorney General 


On December 10, 1953, Mr. Hughes was interviewed by 
Agents of this Bureau concerning his knowledge of the National . 
Council Of American-Soviet Friendship and its forerunner the 
Friends of the Soviet Union. He stated that like any other 
* left-wing" organizations of which he had been a member or 
sponsored in the past, relationship with these organizations was 
merely a paper one ana he had no knowledge of their inuer workings 
or any connection they might have had with the Communist Party. 

During the interview Hughes stated he had never beeu a 
member of the Communist Party, but admitted cooperation with the 
"left-wing’ 1 element in this country through the years. H 9 denied 
that he had ever been suggested as a candidate on the Communist 
Party ticket in 1936 or 1938 and stated that to hla knowledge he 
never attended any Communist Party meetings. 

Additional information in this Bureau's files reveals 
that "The Worker," an east coast communist newspaper for 
August 21 . 1960, contained an article under the headline 
"Langston Hughes Published in USSR." This article stated that 
the Foreign Literature Publishing House in Moscow had put out 
a new volume of verse by Langston Hughes containing 110 poems 
written between 1926 and the time of publication. The article 
indicated that Langston Hughes had written a special introduction 
for' this Russian edition.' ( 100 - 15139 ) 
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t'Nirr.n stat'ks covf.knmknt 


Memorandum 


Mr. Belmont V^- 




10/26/61 


st'n|F.CT: 


C. A. Evan 


LANGSTON HUGHES 


/ &C\-iUnn . 
^Ccr.dH 


Trot»*f 

Tele. Room 

boron 

Goody - - — 




The Attorney General called and stated that in connection with 
the visit to this country of one of the leaders of the new African nations, 
a request had been made to have Langston Hughes, the Negro poet, I 
| included in the White House invitation list. The Attorney General asked 
for information which might be readily available concerning Hughes 
because an immediate White House decision had to be made relative to J 
inviting Hughes. ' 

The Attorney General was informed that as he undoubtedly knew, 

(Langston Hughes was a prominent Negro lecturer, author and poet and 
had written prolifically on an interracial theme. Kennedy was further 
informed that I recalled we had conducted an extensive investigation of 
Hughes and would have detailed information in our files as Hughes had 
a long, record of association with communists and communist front 
organizations and while it was not generally known, it was reported 
that he was one of the first Negro intellectuals to join the Communist 
Party. 

:«• r * 

I told the Attorney General we would be glad to have oar files 
reviewed and a memorandum prepared for him. He said unless he 
called back this would not be necessary. 
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UNITED STATES CO’ ' MENT 

Memorandum 


TO 



FROM : 


subject: - 


Mr. Roseril*' 

r 

G. H. Scatterda 

( * ' 

LANGSTON HUGHES 


If 


J 
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°* TE: 10 / 30/61 


I 
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Tol-or 

»?* l *.rr>t _ 






Nr. Evans in a memorandum to Nr. Belmont dated 
October 26, 1961, advised of the Attorney General calling and 
requesting information regarding Langston Hughes, a Negro 

?oet whose name was proposed to be included In a White House 
nvitation list honoring one of the leaders of the new African 
nations. The Attorney General was informed of Hughes' prominence 
as a lecturer, author and poet. He was also informed that we 

)had conducted an extensive investigation of Hughes which revealed 
long time association with numerous communist front organizations. 
The Director commented "Prepare summary. H. ft 


The attached summary has been prepared for the Attorney 
General, which sets forth in more detail the information 
previously furnished him concerning Hughes. It mentions his 

I affiliations with numerous organizations cited by either the 
Attorney General or the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
It further mentions the report that he became one of the first 
Negro intellectuals to join the Communist Party and it also sets 
| forth his denial in 1953 when interviewed by Bureau Agents that 
he had been a Communist Party member or a candidate on the 
' Communist Party ticket as was allegedly reported. 

ACTION 


That the attached letter to the Attorney General, if 
approved, be forwarded to him. 
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OA^t* Or TRUSTEES: 

ioHN M. BAUEP. Pr.-dAnt 
IfEKRY M. JOHKBOM. CWtk 
WILLIAM V. CASEBCER 
VIRGIL DILSAVER 
ROBERT O. GRAVES 


rrOR VALLEY UNION HIGH ^OC 
VICTOR VALLEY JUNIOR COU^JE 
DISTRICTS 

P.O. BOX 723 

VICTORVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


HARVEY. S. Ifiv. : 

DMrtct StfpvrtnVn 

wnxiAU r. uc: 

A — it tan! Suptrfnten 
Service r 


December 21, 1961 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

, , Dear Mr. Hoover: 

l/i' <£> 

ft v Several library books written by one Langston Hughes are in the libraries 
’ • of the public schools of this District. 




This week allegations were presented to the Board of Trustees that Mr. Hughes 
Is a well- identified communist. The members of the Board and I are concerned^ A 
about these statements . 


We have reviewed all of the books found In our libraries, and we find nothing 
even controversial or un-American In the books. 


A poem entitled "Goodby Christ", and words to a song entitled "One More 'S'; 
In the U.S.A." were read by one Individual at the regular meeting of the Board. 
A copy of a "Fact Sheet" presented by the aforesaid Individual Is enclosed, j 
which contains the poem and words of the song . These were supposedly writW 
by Langston Hughes, and, in my opinion, are not acceptable as public schdels 
material. # /| 

Is it possible to determine the standing of Mr. Hughes on the communist lsstle 
through your office , and any information you may have on his publications ? 

We shall appreciate any help you can give us In this matter. 

Also, we feel It would be very helpful If we might receive from your office a 
copy of the list of known communist-front organizations. If this is a proper 
request. 
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The following books, written by Langston Hughe?, an avowed Comunist, (Ref# Page 
2b8, Item 13 of the Sixteenth Report, California Senate Investigating C emit tee 
on Education, 1953), appear in the following local libraries* 


Victor Valley Junior College Library 
1# Famous Negro Music Makere 
2# First Book of Jazz 


Apple Valley Public Library 

1# First Book of Rhythms 

Victorville Public Library 

1# Famous Hegro Music Makers 
2. First Book of Africa 
3# First Book of Rhytlsns 
— b* First Book of Negroes 

5# First Book of West Indies 

Other books may exist in other local libraries# 

References are made to Langston Hughes and his communist activities in the 
following Reports of Un -American Activities in California* 


19l»5 

-pages 

119, 

121, 

12l* 



' 








191*7 

-pages 

77, 

106 , 

313 











19i*8 

pages 

97, 

107, 

111*, 

132, 

£ 

CD 

162, 

169, 

179, 

186, 

193, 

19!*, 

196, 




198, 

2hh, 

21*5, 

263, 

266, 

273, 

278, 

32U, 

320, 

352, 

353, 

359, 

390 

19l»9 

pages 

2*2 3, 

1*2,8; 

Uh9, 

1*51, 

1*71, 

1*81* 

1*81*, 

1*88, 

1*90, 

1*98, 

5oi, 

503, 

505, 


5o6, 

5o8, 

509, 

510, 

512, 

513, 

512*, 

515, 

516, 

517, 

521, 

522, 

525, 



526, 

527 i 

528, 

530, 

531*, 

535. 

536, 

537, 

5U5, 

51*7, 

562, 

588 


1951 

pages 

56, 

60 , 

261, 

271, 

287 









1953 

pages 

139, 

172, 

173, 

17U, 

175 









1961 

pages 

111, 

116, 

128, 

129, 

130, 

157 









References are made to Langston Hughes and his cormmiat activities in the 
following Reports cf The California Senate Investigating Committee on Education* 

Fourteenth Report- • 1956 
Page 2b 

Sixteenth Report- 1958 s 

Fhges 133# 2u6, 256, 257,. 263 


The following quotations are extracted from the 16th Report of the California 
Senate Investigating Committee On Education-1958: 


Page 21*6, item 13 

13# Lincoln Steffens was a contributor to the Partisan# This 
publication is described on page 1339# Appendix "H of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives 
as follows* 

"Parti s an — Langston Hughes, avowed member of the Communist 
Party and also a member of Sidney Hillman* s^ Rational Citi- 
zens Political Action Comraittee was a contributing editor . 
to the Partisan** 

*■"— * i 

Phge 257, item 13 ' \ - . .... / 

13# Borthy Canfield Fisher— Signer of the declaration of Reichstag 
Fire Trial Anniversary Committee# Outstanding members of the 
Ccmunist Party signing were Max Bedacht, Earl Broker, Pater 
V. Cacchione, Ben Gold, Donald Henderson, Langston Hughes, and 
Louis Wcinirtock. (U«S*— Appx# IX, page 1531) (N#T.TIMES, 

12/22/Ti3 - Page bO) • 

The following is a list of Just a few of the Communist Front Organisations 
and associations in which Langston Hughes has been engaged* 

1* American Peace Mobilisation (Ref# A below, page 111) 

2# International Labor Defense (Ref* A below. Page 111) 

3. Rational Ccnrdttte for Protection of the Foreign Born (Ref# A below Pgll6 
b* American Student Union (Bcf. A below, page 120) 

5# Rational Federation for Constitutional Liberties (Raf*A below, page 157) 
6* Contributing editor to "J^rtienn" (Ref# B bolcw, ftsge 2iiB) . ... 



FACT SHEET - Ifcge 2 

7. National Citizen* Political Action C^utwc (Ref* B below, ^ go ? 56 ) 

8. Signer of Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Cmittee (Ref. B bolow, Pg.257) 
Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Prof oasiona • 

10. Now York 1937 * t^eelebrate New Soviet Russian Constitution (Ref. C below, 
Pkge 2k) 

8EFEEENCES t _ . . _ 

A. 11th Report of Bn^American Activities In California -1961 

B. 16th Report of Senate Investigating Coord tie g on Education- 1950 
C # ii|th Report of Senate Investigating Canndttee on Edncation-19?o 

The follovdng is a song written by Langston fcighes on the occasion of the Eighth 
C on v en tion of the Communist Party, U*S»At 

ONE MORE 'S' IN THE U.SJU 

* Pit one more S in the U.S*A* 

To make it Soviet. 

One more S in the U.S.A. 

Ch, we’ll live to see it yet. 

When the land belongs to the farmers 
And the factories to the working men— 

The U.SJU when we take control 
Will be U.S.S.A. then. 



Now across the water in Russia 
They have a big -U.S.S.R. 

The Fatherland of the Soviets— 

But that is mighty far 

Fran Hew York, or Texas, or California, too# 
So listen, fellow workers. 

This is what we have to do? 

Pit one more S in the U.S.A. 

(Repeat chorus) 


But ve can't win out by just talking* 

So let us take things in our bend. 

Then down and 'way with the bosses away—* 

Ucil Conmunistic Land. 

So stand up in battle and wave our flag on nigh. 
And shout out, fellow workers. 

Our new slogan to the sky? 

Pit one more S in the U.S.A. 

(Repeat ohorus) 

But we can't join hands strong together 
So long as whites are lynching black. 

So black and white in one union fight 
And get on the right track. 

By Texas, or Georgia, or Alabama led 
Come together, fellow workers, 

Black aid white can all be red? 

■ t Put one more S in the U.S.A* 

(Repeat ohorue) 

Ch, the bankers they all are planning 
For another great big war. t . . 

To make them rich from the worker*' deed. 

That' s all that war ia for 

So if you don't want to ece bull ate holding ewsQL 
Then come bn, all you workers, ' 

And join our : -a 

Put one more S In'xhe U.S.A* 


(Repeat chorus) 
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!h 

The following is a pocn written by Langston Hughos which appears in the 
Congressional Record— Appendix June 6, 1961, page Al*057: 


OOODBY, CHRIST 
Listen, Christ, 

You did alright in your day, I reckon— 

But that day’s gone now. 

They ghosted you up a swell story, too. 

Called it the Bible— 

But it *8 dead now. 

The popes and the preachers ’ve 
Made too much money from it. 

They’ve sold you to too many. 

Kings, generals, robbers, and killers— 

Even to the Tzar and the Cossacks, 

Even to Rockefeller’s Church, 

Even to The Saturday Evening Post* 

You aint’ no good no more. 

They've pawned you 
Till you’ve done wore out. 

Goodbye, 

Christ Jesus, Lord God Jehova, 

Beat it on away from here now. 

Make way for a new guy with no 
religion at all— 

A real guy named 

Mark, Communist, Lenin, Peasant, 

Stalin, Worker, Mb— 

I said, MEt 

t 

Go ahead on now. 

You’re getting in the way of things. Lord, 

And please take Saint Ghandi with you when you go. 
And Saint Pope Plus, - -y 

And Saint Aimee Me Hierson, 

And big black Saint Becton 
Of the Consecrated Dime, 

And step on the gas ChristJ 
MoveJ 

Dont* be so slow about moving’ J 
The world is mine from now on— 

And nobody's gonna sell ME 
To a king, or a general. 

Or a millionaire, 

Goodby, Christ, good morning, revolution. 


1 - Mr. Smith 
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December 29, 1961 



I have received your letter dated 
December 21, 1961, with its enclosure. The interest 
which prompted your communicating with me is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to 
you, the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organisation or publication. 1 am precluded, therefore, 
from commenting on the individual you mentioned; however, 
•you should not infer* that our files do or do not contain 
information concerning this individual. 


T 7 la on 
fcMxoni 


Pursuant to your request, I am inclosing » 
a list prepared by the Department of Justice of S IF 

organisations which have been designated under ^ ^ 

Executive Order 10450. In addition, I am enclosing'll T vS 


VI. 


some material pertaining to the menace of cooaunisiL-. § 

which you may also like to read. ® § ? 

^ s ^ 

Sincerely yours, » 

OL Edgar Hooves * Sf 

John Edgar Hoover A. 

Director |f \ ■ 
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NOTE OK YELLOW ; 


s contoi^no 


Bufiles 

to correspondent 
sheet" setting forth information concerning 
Hughes "an avowed communist." 


identifiable reference 
enclosed a 2-page "fact 
g Langston 



This letter was addressed as above in view 
of the fact that the letterhead carried two schools 
in its title and, therefore, it was deemed appropriate 
to omit both schools from the address. 


Langston Hughes is not currently a subject ‘ 
of a security investigation, however, his past activities 
are well known to the Bureau. Hughes has been described 
as one of the original Negro intellectuals who joined 
the Communist Party. He testified before the McCarthy 
Committee on 3/26/53. He stated that there was a period 
of time during his life When he believed in the Soviet 
foha of government (approximately 1930) y He became 
disillusioned at the time of the Nazi-Soviet Pact 
but considered himself to be completely reoriented by 
at least 1950. He added that during the time of his 
belief in the Soviet form of Government his writings 
reflected his feelings. He was interviewed by Bureau 
Agents in 1953 and denied he had ever been a member of 
the Coranunist Party but admitted cooperation with the j 

•left-wing element." 

•The Worker," an east coast coianunist newspaper, 
dated 8/21/60 contained an article under the headline • * 

"Langston Hughes Published in USSR." This article stated 
that the Foreign Literature Publishing nouse in Moscow 
had put out a new volume of verse by Langston Hughes. 


The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 



5 . 


Director** statement 4/17/61 re Internal Security 
•The Communist Party Line" . . • * * 

■What You Can Do To Fight Connunist and Preserve 


America" 

Director's speech 12/7/61 (Criss award) 
List of designated organizations 
- 2 - 
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ditmpfUi. 4, Duuuxum. 
June 13, 1962 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 1).C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 

Haying noted a news item recently in regard to one 
Langston Hughes, I am writing to inquire as to whether or not 
■this man has merely been identified with comminist front 
organizations or if he is actually listed as an active 
comminist. Any information you can provide on this line 
would be appreciated. 

Incidentally, a number of people in our office building^ 
as well as friends, are interested in information about the • 
Conanunist Party, and I would also appreciate any material I 
you could send us. 


With many thanks, I am 






teo. 




Jane 20, 1962 



mxts 


eanessee 



CD * 
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Your letter of June 13, 1962, ban been received. . 

Although I would like to be of assistance to you, 
i inrmaHnn in the flies of the FBI Is confidential and available 
only for official use, pursuant to regulations of the Departmen 

of Justice. 

Your concern .bout communl. m la nnder.tandable, 

-s ffr-sastsiaS* 

of Deceit," a story of communism and how to fight it. vopiee »u« 
be available In your local library. 


Sincerely yours. 


1 EXiupTr - 

*- .Hu ■ m | vtfvflserr . 

I — I 4 tJ- 

Erzrzr IttYou R^Uy/^ndorstand^ommunUm? ■ // *'*, 

1 Why Reds Make Friends with Businessmen u h, 

Communlsfo and The Knowledge To Combat I JS . 

— T-^ ^Shall it Be Law or Tyranny 7 

?r^T^l^;^gyext page i i 

teletype u*rr O 

a>c/\ SAW:bswV) ^ . ay *.1. — — rrr:vT" 


3. Edgac HooveC 
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’Do You ^/adiy/ynderstand^ommunlam? . )l V 

Why Reds Make Friends with 
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NOTE: Langston Hughes is not currently a subject of a security investigation, 
however, his past activities are well known to the Bureau, Hughes has been 
described as one of the original Negro intellectuals who j oined the Communist 
Party. He testified before the McCarthy Committee on 3/26/53. He stated 
that there was a period of time during his life when he believed in the Soviet 
form of government (approximately 1930). He became disillusioned at the 
time of the Nazi-Soviet Pact but considered himself to be completely 
reoriented by at least 1950. He added that during the time of his belief in 
the Soviet form of Government his writings reflected his feelings. He was 
interviewed by Bureau Agents in 1953 and denied he had ever been a member 
of the Communist Party but admitted cooperation with the "left-wing element. " 

Buttles reflect nothing derogatory regardin^H|HHp 
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March 7, 1963 


v^wmammJLYi )£-3 


Your letter of February 28th has been 
received and l want to express my thanks for your kind 
expression of support. I appreciate your giving me the 
benefit of your views and you can be sure your letter 
will be made a matter of record. 


CD g 


* t 


Enclosed Is some material I hope you will 


find of Interest. 


Sincerely yours, 
3. Edgar Hoover 
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| N §1 Enclosures (5) ^ 

' <c 8| Communism and The Knowledge To Combat It l 

g I An American's Challenge, 10-9-62 1 Jf 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality , . >, . 

Know your FBI (/ V H l f C 

f Expose of Soviet Espionage, May, 1960 

/ NOTE: CKiftjLes contain no record Identifiable wltlfHHHHHI 
t */ /I Langs tolrH ugfi4g^tvho Is well known to Bureau files, is a Negro 
u_ 1/ / iniell^clual'wK^Totned the Communist Party during the 1930's.. Most 


of^is vtrork reflected his communist mp 
security Index of the New Yorl^*6ffrce u 


rs'uwlons. He Whs on the 
intll 1955 but Is not currently 


the subject of a security Investigation. 0* i ,«« tag. i 
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' TRUE COPY ^ 

Abita Springs, La. , 

2/28/63 

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI. Director 
Washington, D. C. , 

. Dear Mr. Hoover: - 

I have always admired you more than most any man 
alive, because for so many years you have fought to keep our country free. And 
I know your job must get harder every day. However, if it helps any, you 
have the love and respect of every true American patriot. 

Something has disturbed me for some time now and I wondered 
who to write to about it and decided you'd be the logical one to tell. 

I am satisfied (even though the President entertained him at 
a luncheon in the White House) that Langston Hughes tries to woo people into com 
munism by giving them a false picture of its aims and doctrines and at the same 
time he openly advocates the overthrow of our government. 

I quote one of his poems that is recommended reading of the 
Dept, of Racial and Cultural Relations of the National Council of Churches. 

Poem follows: 

One more "S” in the U. S. A 
Now across the waters in Russia 
They have a big U. S. S. R. , 

The fatherland of the Soviets, 

But that is mighty far 

from New York or Texas or California, too. 

So listen fellow workers, 

This is what we have to do. 

Chorus 

Put one more S in the USA 
Oh, we'll live tb see it yet. 

When the land belongs to the Farmers 
and the factories belong to the working men, 

The U. S. A when we take control, 

Will be the U. S. S. A. then. 

But we can't win out just talking 
So let us take things in our hands. 

Then down and away with the bosses' away, 





Hail, Communist land. 

So stand up in battle and wave our flag on high 
And shout out, fellow workers, 

Our new slogan to the sky. 

But we can’t join hands strong together 
So long as white are lynching black. 

So black arid white in one union fight 
And get on the right track. 

By Texas or Georgia or Alabama led 
Comes together fellow workers, 

Black and white can all be Red. 


Now we know people in Communist countries seldom even 
own their farms or factories and I am sure Langston Hughes knows that too. 

Besides how long has it been in this country since you heard 
of a white man lynching a black? So treats just to stir up more strife. ^ 

And if his poem doesn’t woo people to become communists 
and doesn't openly advocate the overthrow of our government, I'd like to 
know what does. 


I have read another of his so called poems ’’Goodbye Oirist” 
which not only advocates communism but is the most blasphemous thing I 
ever read. Its too long to copy but here are just a few lines-- and he’s 
saying, it all to Jesus Christ. 


Beat it on away from here now, 

Make way for a new guy with no religion at all— 

A real guy named 

Marx, Communist, Lenin, Peasant, Stalin, Worker, ME- 
I said ME*. 

Go ahead on now 

You're getting in the way of things, Lord. 

The rest of it is even more blasphemous but I just wanted to 
show you the communist part. He’s one of the ones, I feel, Bobby Kennedy 
should make register or pay the fine he set. 


I 




My very best wishes to a great and noble man 

Yours sincere! 

/s/ 



La. 


| P. S. This letter is personal and confidential. I just want you to look into this 
I matter because I don't think its right. 
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Nashville, Tennessee 


J 

KVFTH 


October 22, 1963 
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Tour letter of October 14th has been received. 

With respect to the individuals you named, the 
FBI being an Investigative agency of the Federal Government / ) iJ 
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the 1 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual, 
l^pddition, information contained in the files of the FBI must be 
mtfintalfifed as confidential in accordance with the regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I trust you will fully understand my position. 

^ •; Tou may wish to direct correspondence to the House 

ComiBjttee-4)h Un-American Activities, Room 225, Cannon House 
Off lew Building, Washington, D. C. 20515, for such assistance as 
that Ggfcamittee may be able to furnish. 


i 


JAILED li~ 
C0V.MFB1 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Fdsar Hoove* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


(\P*sy 


% NOTE: Prior limited but cordial correspon 

_hefin_furnlshed com? 1 



no has 




n addition! he has testified on behalf of the Federal Government in communis 

E nfetters '• 

_ Langston Hughes is described as a Negro intellectual who joined 

c— / jhe Communist Party in .the 1930's. He was on the sdcutfffy ftnoffex of the 
■SUEtO 1 ®" York Office until 1955. I'.-U 
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mr, i •wN'm . . 


Nashville iz, i 


October 27th, 1963 


.ir. ^ • * Hgor Hoover f Director, 
federal bureau of Investigation, 
/ashing ton, J). C. 


Mr. n' ln^nt -±W ' 

Mr. M-lir'-*#/!} 
Mr. (V-p-r 

Mr. C *UInMn 

Mr. f * 

M • '■•••I’Jfrh tS- 

Mr. V./M 

Mr. OM-s 

Mr. 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tav-d 

Mr. Triltcr 

Tdc. R 'cm 

M ?« IT-* I nu;* 

Mir* Candy 


Oear bur* Hoover;- / 

C" 

,f ould it be possible for you to 
mail me a r.sur of the FBI record on the norro 
Langs torrknghe.s, author of the poem ''Good-by Christ" 7 

This negro has been scheduled to 
speak to the school children of Hashville over our 
educational TV Channel 2 station and I am protest- 
ing against it. 

I am amazed that their stock-pile 
of speaker talent h33 reached such e low ebb, that 
.they wwuld even think of putting this negro atheist 
in dir'et touch with young school children. 

I will appreciate an immediate reply. 
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of he Problem of Squall ty 

(1 Corinthians 11:17-34) 

During the past summer the air was filled with the raucous sounds of conflict 
in Birmingham. Chicago, New York and Danville. It was also redolent with 
discord within the United Nations, and within the Backward Countries demand' 
ing recognition. Accompanying these was the endless struggle of labor and 
capital, and the seemingly endless drain of our resources into the Give-Away- 
Prograins at home and abroad. The air was charged with social electricity as 
individuals, groups and nations fought for new status under the banner of 
equality. 

Equality has intoxicated the modem world. Men walk starry-eyed through 
streets and halls dreaming of new days and improved status. The whole world 
seems in a pep-rally mood, and the bonfires grow larger and bum more fiercely, 
even as the songs, chants and shouts of the participants become louder and more 
fervent. In a thousand tongues men scream their demands for equality, for 
place, for recognition, for “rights,** for privileges. 

As one listens he frequently hears the words, “All men are created equal, 
and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.** But the words never 
end there, but hurry on to declare that it is the responsibility of government to 
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equality in nalmc. anil found nonc° Tra^and hd^ 1 * roUn ‘* for evidenc « <* 
and height Khm am t ,T " ‘ " d h,,h are not lhc *’n breadih 
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ttnse. Equality without freedom tends to produce stagnation " How 

A: 

hition did men openly affirm that ’Men are bom and always continue tee „d 
equal m respecu to their rights. * and no, until our Declaration SZLnZ SZ 

eoullhv" Tb CTCatCd eqUar * did * e * orld «« alive to the posTibYlIdes ol 

ram* I t u X even,s P ,accd a ncw chemical in the cup of life, and the 
coQtenu of that cup arc changing men. 

Hm 1 paused to rethink the words, “All men are created equal - Are thev? 

I could seethat all men are created equally helplew, equally^gnorant^quallv 

Z—J- Tf’’ 1 C6uld L A. A CO "id 2 mid y 

«,n tot I Xv IIT' 0 *«• *« *> begin life »ith con 
•ran for all. Their beginnings are marked by differences in Dediereex. h«I,h 

potendab* 1 Th m ° raI I!*''!!' eConomic » tren * th - wdal statu] ^nTPxonality 
potentials. There are broad differences in temperament, talents, driHD and 

desires. They do not begin life on a common line. * 

And what of the so-called “unalienable rights, such as life, liberty and the 
punuu of happiness^ Life is the gif, of God. and so are liberty* and l^ppinest 
in a certain sense. Du, being bom is never enough. Getting here alive is onlv 
- beginning. order to really live one need, medical science 8 proper nniiDon, 
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;i«!r<|iiaic care, am! n i bailee . Ini nine educated and c<]tii|>|>cd for adu /e- 
*]>nusibiliti<.s. As in liberty, it is tint something that comet with birth. Liberty 
is man created, man achieved, and man maintained. Cod approves it, but man 
must win it. Happiness is a by-product of a way of life rather than something 
granted us by birth. It, too, is something we achieve by effort. It depends on 
many things: employment, purpose, personal development, and the right use 
of the opportunities and duties of life. Life God gives, but liberty and happi- 
ness we must achieve. 

Having reached that state of mind, 1 wondered why men ever thought that 
government could make men equal and keep them equal. How can mere laws 
produce equality amongst men on a heart level? How can coerced fellowship 
ever become real fellowship? 

That government has a role to play in the mighty, moving drama of man's 
progress is not to be denied. Our Constitution and our Bill of Rights stand to 
affirm it. It is the function of government to state the conditions of liberty, 
equality and responsibility, but unless it is the will of the people to give life 
to the law. it will not work. The Prohibition era proved that beyond our con- 
testing. 

Then why do we believe and state in our legal documents that "All men are 
created equal," and have "unalienable rights"? 

I presume it is because we must find some means of limiting the powers 
of the powerful and of protecting the rights of the weak. Great power, un- 
policcd, tends to become destructive power. The rights of the weak tend to be 
lost in a land where only the strong prevail. 

We all understand this, even as we all realize that die clamor for equality 
is always a push from below rather than a pull from above, although it has often 
been both in these United States. Slaves have never enjoyed being slaves. 
The poor have never enjoyed being poor. The exploited have never been happy 
with exploitation. Those who fail have never been proud of their shortcomings, 
and the employed have always felt that it would be better if thpr were the 
employers. It is from this level of Hfe that the hunger for equality rises. It 
is here that Utopia displays its broad green fields and still waters. It is from 
here that the valley of Shangri-la appears as the answer to all the ills of man. 
It is die hopelessness of the masses that provides the soil for hope in those who 
will not surrender to the accidents of birth and environment* and it is well 
that it is so- 

And yet, one must face facts. In any classroom of pupils only a few qualify 
under the letter A. Below these leaden of the class are the B students, and then 
the Cs, and then the D’s, and then the Fs. Some by ability and effort rise to 
the top, while others because of lack of ability or application take their places 
on the descending curve of scholarship. 

In every nadon it is die same. Only a small percentage of people have the 
ability, the desire, ihc drive, the willingness to work and sacrifice, to foresee and 
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Z Zll ; C h ^ , ^ ntC H eC I ll,a, ' **£**• *' ~ - ^governmental a^ 
v , h . ‘ h ! d ^ d,d not build America alone, they provided the means 

hereby our nation came into existence and has continued on its upward way. 

succ^of’fhrr^ 31 ^ 3t ^ 2 ,inC ° l d,OUg,U ' 1 IuddenJ y rcal^cd that the 
““ ThT J C ?f t “. t !‘ e ‘"«l ua,ili « ^ loom large in the minds of the 
I* * C Have no «- 11 “ successful who oudive 
dowrmani* ° W, ‘° Ukt thcir P ,ac « on ** of life as it swee,* 

During my summer days it seemed to me that: 

It is the nature of some men to succeed, and others to fail. 

It is the nature of some men to get by, and others to achieve. 

It is the nature of the Have-littles to want more. 

It is the nature of the successful to seek to dominate. 

It is the nature of those who are unsuccessful to resent it. 

It is the nature of the poor to envy. 

It is the nature of the wealthy to assume unjust privileges. 

It is the nature of those who inherit wealth to use it well, to misuse it. 
or to feel guilty because they have it. 

or .iV “£* ° f thC ! nte,,ectual * wh ° receive their compensation from Uses 

the gifts of the economically successful to advocate a change of system in order 
to get one wherein the ^intellectual, will be as generously Warded as business 
executives under Free Enterprise. 

T en are Une ? ual in MUt > “ d drive - “ opportunities for 
recognition and advancement, in rewards for work done and services rendered 

* be “ me . mt, «* i ,oda lly- It i* the inequalities of humanity that 
create the crusaders for equality. In the 18th century men looked to democracy 
the answer to the inequalities amongst men, and now in the 20th maito!* 
toward socialism and communism. 

nrr^^r a TK“K We -v- haV ^ tried 10 Aape h “ Amcrica h “ *«« heavily Im- 
pregnated with the Ten Commandments of Judaism and the Spirit of Jewn. 


Because of this we are suspicious of any system that advocates the Big - 
covetousness, greed, the stealing of projierty, the destruction of life, and the 
taking away of liberties. Democracy condemns without reservations the con- 
fiscation of private property and capital by the state and the regimenting of 
human beings like animals on a farm. Our democracy is not perfect. Imper- 
fections exist. but its virtues exceed those of any other system mankind has tried. 

These observations moved me then to reach certain opinions concerning 
American democracy: 

1. Democracy was never created to be a leveller of men. It was created to 
be a lihen-a developer of men. 

2. Democracy was created to let the gifted, the energetic and the creative 
rise to high heights of human achievement, and to let each man find hi* 
own level on the stairway of existence. 

3. Democracy was created to help men meet responsibilities and shirk no 
duties. That is why our nation has been concerned about the honest 
needs of its citizens. We lead the world in justice, even though justice 
does not always move with prompt alacrity. Our nation has been noted 
for the sire of its heart and not merely for the size of its pocketbook. 

4 . Democracy demands that the nation be governed by the capable, the 
honorable, the far seeing, the dear seeing, and not by mediocre men. In 
the beginning it was so! May it be so again. 

5. Democracy demands more from men than any other system in the realm 
of self-discipline, dependability, cooperativeness, industry, thrift, and 
honor. Democracy will not work when party politics are not guided by 
basic ethical prindples. For a party to foster dass consriousness. class 
conflict, misrepresentation, cosctousness, violence, theft, and an open de- 
fiance of established law is to breed anarchy. 

6. Democracy must give to all its people the following rights: 

The right to equal learning. 

The right to equal employment. 

The right to equal treatment. 

The right to equal justice. 

The right to adequate housing. 

The right to vote. 

The meditations of the summer convinced me that governments of them- 
selves cannot make men equal or remake men into the beings they ought to be. 
That is a spiritual venture, not an economic and political one. A change from 
democracy to either socialism or communism, or a change from private capitalism 
to state capitalism, will not solve the basic problems of mankind;, it merely shifts 
the areas of power. 

I am disturbed, therefore, when church leaden and church groups seem to 
advocate sodalistic means and objectives as the answer to the problems of 




p ■ f, 

I \ 

/ 

tintin' ia<y, and csjk-i ially llic pinhlrnis of equatil). I bis it n>|K t tally true when 
certain leaden voice slogans that apj>car logical and Christian, but are not. Let 
roe name (our: 

K "The world owes every man a living.” No, it doesn't! Christian ethics 
have nevet said so, and I have never known any man worth his salt who 

. has claimed special rights under such a slogan. It is the cry of the lazy, 
the inept, and the failures. Such a slogan is a far cry from our meeting 
. the needs of the needy, which, of course, is our duty. 

2. “Production for use, and not for profit.” That sounds good, but it is 
as phony as a Russian promise. It is profits that have produced the bless- 
ings of our nation and enabled her to be a blessing to the nations of the 
world. Profits are essential to the general well being of society. When 
the state takes over under the slogan of "use, not profits” men lose their 
liberties and their standard of living. Such a switch merely augments 
the insatiable appetite of the state. 

3. "Human rights, not property rights.” As I look out over the world, one 
thing is clear: where there are not private property rights there arc no 
human rights. Private property rights form the seed bed in which human 
rights mature. As long as private property rights are clear human rights 
will flourish. 

4. "The end justifies the means.” According to Christian ethics the state- 
ment is not true. Jt was just such a statement that produced the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, die torture of the martyrs, the burning of witches, and the 
denial of life and liberty to the inhabitants of current Communistic lands. 

Churchmen, whether lay or clerical, who seek to solve the problems of our 
society through socialistic processes rather- than democratic ones within the free 
enterprise system are heading down a road that leads toward darkness. Only by 
encouraging Christians to envy, to covet, to be class conscious, to foster class 
conflict, and to approve stealing and even murder, can such objectives be at- 
tained. To realize them would bring about a broad denial of law and order, 
and the orderly handling of social problems. Whenever we as a church, an 
educational system or a Supreme Court encourage people to misrepresent facts, 
to use force wTongfully, to flaunt law and order and to stimulate bitterness and 
hatred, we depart from logic, Americanism and Christianity. 

I unhesitantly oppose the use of socialistic and communistic methods in the 
solving of the problems of our free enterprise democracy. Our problems are 
problems of human nature rather than of economics and sociology. The man 
who has two cars is not preventing another from having one. The man who 
earns $50,000 a year is not robbing him who receives $300 a month. The man 
who owns a good house does not thereby force another man to dwell in the 
slums. And the people who prosper under our system cannot be blamed for 
the problems that plague die lives of those who compose the lower twenty-five 
percent of the nation. The so-called Privileged are not always a credit to either 





cli urrh or state. but they arc ,.ot in the main parasites on the body politic. We 
are therefore wrong when we damn the successful, (lie wealthy, the enlightened 
and the patriotic in order to gain what we call equality. 

Having said that let me hasten to add that the redistribution of wealth will 
not solve the human problem that plagues us. Wealth is not fairly distributed 
in any land under the sun; it never has been and I presume never will be. Nor 
do we solve social predicaments when we blame the top twenty percent of our 
people for the inequities that seem to mark the eighty percent. Nor is it logical 
for our government to be forever emphasizing the neglected duties of the 
employer while ignoring almost totally the neglected duties of the rest of 
us. The wealthy have many sins to confess, but so do we all. And when we 
come to the advocacy of moving from private capitalism to state capitalism, and 
the listing of the sins of democracy while ignoring its multiple virtues, and as- 
suming that virtue resides in die Have-nots, but not in the Haves, I can only 
shake my head at the presumed wisdom of such positions. 

Let no one hearing my voice conclude that I am speaking as a Have or a 
defender of the Har es. Let no one believe that I am unconcerned about those 
in our midst whose rights are often ignored and whose status is questioned. 1 
am not blind to the sins of the privileged any more than 1 am the sins of the 
underprivileged. The business leaders do not need my voice to defend their 
position; they are strong defenders of themselves. But I have walked the roads 
of life with men of all classes, and have reached one conclusion, "there is none 
righteous, no, not one!” We are all bearers of the telltale gray of selfishness. 
The Five-O'clock shadow is on all our faces. 

The Lord 1 love and serve was not overly optimistic about humanity. He 
knes» man as he is, and worked with him for what he could become. He 
ministered to the multitude, teaching, healing, feeding, encouraging, comforting, 
but he never assumed that equality was part of the human scene. He talked of 
love and neighborliness, but not equality. 

Perhaps that is why the New Testament puts the emphasis on brotherhood 
and not equality. It emphasizes responsibilities, not privileges. It stresses love 
toward God and love toward neighbor. It seeks to create a church that will 
be brotherly within, and concerned for those without. It urges men to find 
the God-way to selfhood, success and happiness, and offers a heat-treated cell 
to all who misuse life, be they rich or poor. 

Paul, in his letter to the Church of Corinth, denounced the lack of brother- 
hood within the church, and urged men to be concerned for one another, but 
he did not assume equality to be one of the "must" characteristics of Christianity. 

It was not a matter of love without differences, but love in spite of 

The church, as someone has said, learned a long time ago that it is eaiier 
to create liberty than it is to establish equality. It has always known that 
equality can only be had by a low of certain liberties. If men want equality 





abo\c all else they may best/ i it in communism. If men want liberty 1 a 
fair portion of equality they must turn toward democracy. 

What the world needs is a change of heart, a change of climate born of faith 
in Cod, a reaching up that there may be a reaching out, a confession that 
produces a new dedication. This governments and laws cannot create, for 
governments and laws are but the reflection of the standards of a people. Every- 
thing in social Christianity depends on the wise use of possessions, time and 
talents, and only when we, Christian members of a democracy, become good 
stewards of the things that bless life do we begin to move in the direction of 
righteousness and justice, peace and true prosperity. 

The problem of equality may be in many ways the greatest problem of our 
day. We cannot solve it by government, and we shall not solve it en masse. 
Only when wc as Christians take seriously the teachings and example of Jesus 
shall equality and liberty exist without detraction or subtraction. Only when 
w*e stand before God confessing our needs shall we be empowered to meet the 
needs of others. 

If 1 must choose between liberty and equality, 1 must choose liberty and 
then hope and wrork for equality, for such seems to me to be the Christian's way. 

(This sermon rvas delivered from the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church , Franklin Road 
at Tyne Boulmard , Nashville, Tennessee, by the minister, Dr. Walter R. Courtenay, on 
September 15, 1963.) 
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asbvllle 12, Tennessee 



Dear 



=L* 


G 

f. 


Your letter of October 27, 1963, with enclosuxe, 
has been received. 

Although I would like to be ot service, lnforma§on~ 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as coAflilihtlafe 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice aqd Is . 
available for official use only. i" " ' 

Sincerely yours, 
j. Edgar Hooves 


or 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


MAILED SI 

OCT w . PC) 3 sFlF 

CQM .'.’rni 

NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Buflles. Langston Hughes 


fVv 


Belmont . 




Cell^un . 
Conrad M 


rWLoocfc . 


Emus - 

Gels . - 
**o*s* _ 

Sulli ran 

7 vral 

T roller __ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 


Is a Negro Intellectual who joined the Communist Party during the 
1930's. Most of his work reflected his communist persuasions. He 
was on the Security Index of the New York Office until 1959 but is 
not currently the subject of a Security Investigation. He testified before 
the McCarthy Committee on 3/26/53. Correspondent’s enclosure was a 
reprint of a sermon on equality delivered In what appears to be 
correspondent's church. 
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^Columbu^l4^0hl^^^^^ 


Columbus 14, Ohio 
November 26 , 1963 
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Hon* J* Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am writing to aswjif you can give me some Information 
concerning Langsto n Hu ghes. I am a librarian In the 
Columbus Public-School System and we have been having 
some controversy concerning this author. It has been 
my understanding that Langston Hughes Is an avowed 
communist. However, at a recent meeting of librarians 
It was stated that yop had "cleared* Langston Hughes 
as to his communist connections. Could you please tell 
me whether or not this is true and give me some ex- 
planation concerning the situation. 

I am also Interested In knowing whether or not you consider, 
the official reports of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities to be trustworthy and reliable. 

Thank you for any Information you may be able to give me 
along these lines. 
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December 4, 1963 
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received. 


Your letter of November 26, 1963, has been 


cx> 


O 


With respect to your inquiry concerning the indi-j’ 
vidual you mentioned, the FBI does not issue clearances or 
nonclearances of any type. Therefore, the statement attributed 
tome that this individual had been "cleared- is erroneous. 


Although 1 would like to be of further service. 
Information contained In the flies of the FBI m«t be “^tataed 
as ^confidential fn accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. 


In response to your other question, I am enclosing 
literature which I trust will be of assistance to you. 

€> 





TsIm 


E5TS5 Communism Sanetyt' ' Countertnteuigence AcUvlU.s 

4/1/61 LEB Intro .'» • | .. BttfUgfcle dh a New Planfe 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement T .»««xsfnn 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufi e . p ar tv 
H^,es 1. a Negro Intellectual who joined the Communist Party 
DTP-cal (3) 7 NOTE continued next page 

Q.ntJ 
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Sincerely yours, 
L Edgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE continued: during the 1930’e. Most of his work reflected 
his communist persuasions. He was on the Security Irufex of the 
New York Office until 1959 but is not currently the subject of a 
Security Investigation. He testified before the McCarthy 
Committee on 3-26-53. 
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FBI 

Date: 12/6/63 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain ttxt or cod*) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 

L. 



I 


TO: EE RECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE 

LAKGST0l/?UGHES 
SM-C 


'University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. 0., is ^u^sEablished contact of 
the Charlotte Office. Previously he has been provided public 
source information which requested from the Bureau. 





On 12/4/63 told SA 1 

that LANGSTON HUGHES, the nationally known Negro 
had been scheduled to speak at the University of North 
Carolina. He understood that as a younger man, Mr. HUGHES 
has been reported to have been connected with Communist 
groups in France. He asked if the Bureau would be kind enough 
to furnish him on a confidential basis with any public source 
information or with a reference which might be available to 
him through which he might determine Mr. HUGHES 1 connections 
in this regard. He would also like to know if Mr. HUGHES 
has ever been called before a Congressional Hearing Committee 
and. questioned concerning any subversive connection. 




;e^In the past 
insofar as possible. 


— ^has been helpful to the Charlotte | 
recommend# that his request be fulfilled 
Charlotte indices negative. 


(3)- Bureau 
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(RM) 
Charlotte 


RHP:nfm 
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12-13-63 


Alrttl 


1- Mr. Sullivan 

(Field Guidance) 
1- Mr. Haack 
1- Mr. Glascock 


From: 


rAC - Ch? l0tte 

Director, Fill (100-15139) 


Taira — 
itotmoml.. 
Hjfa _ 
Calmer — 
Coildwo , 


JAMI& LANGSTON HUGHES 
SECURITY MATTER - C 

Rcurairtel 12-6-63 captioned «Lam»stpn ?Uighe*, 

ni - c." 

- You may discreetly advise^HBHHHH|H^H> 

HHH University of North Carolina, oraiiy that tye . 
yu^Surs files are confidential and no information from them 


can be made available. However, Hughes 5PC; a n d .5S f i!4! the 
UcCarthy Committee in public session on 3-26-53 and his 
testimony describing some of his subversive former affiliation 

« t.* mUaiI «n a .ttortinYi lot hv tllP CAHTTIli I 110 


V“5 vIujUUj VV9WUVAHK omiuv w* f 17 I 111*1 trl^ 

has been published In ft paiaphlet by the Committee. The 
pm.iphlet is entitled "State Department Information Program - 
information Centers, part I of the Hearings before the 
permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee on 
Government operations (McCortliy Committee) on March 24, 25 
and 26, 1953, in public Session." 


may also be interested in 

numerous re Terences to Hughes in testimony before the House 
Committee on Hn-Americon Activities. These references are 


Committee on un-americon . ;v i ,111 15 2i,I — 

listed in the "Cumulative Index to Publications of the 

Committee on Un-American Activities, 5 n *i»i 18 

•Supplement to Cumulative Index to Publications of tbs 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 1955 and 1956(84tb 
Congress)" prepared and released on 1*20-55 and December, 

1958, respectively, by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, p.C. 
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Alrtel to Charlotte 

RE: JAMES LANGSTON HUGHES 

100-15139 




to the 


1 *^ < , * ®®y also be referred to the pocs 

hv ironies entitled 'Goodbye Christ" which appeared on 
or "The Saturday Eve ning post* for 12-21-40. 

& J. flBBMBV should be cautioned that 
eve is sirjply iecu Information to public documents in 

Inn hA MBtr La 4 mSama a A. J _ S ^ A If _ * * 


should be cautioned that the 


, : t : iHiimuBuwii vu puunc uocuvcnif in 

wliich he nav be interested and that the bureau is In no 
any tine* re * erred t0 as tht • our c« of this information at 


« • . For your confidential information, Hughes was the 

sublect of a Security Matter - C investigation from the 
Spring of 1941 to Ittid-19$5 when his name wras removed fron 
the Security Index. The New York office was the office of 
origin. 




NOTE: 

Si. 

*5”!;"!? specifically whether er not Hughes has been 

oubTersiY. ?,^ ngr S Ss i 0M . J Co-itte. concerning hU 

themrt»IJ«l?!I n ^? t i on Ji* H M *hes Is scheduled to speak at 

S™ NwJ*ioet f i JiiiU|aiiiW& ,s * £••*»»•«? mi- 

Is •" •sfablfshed^W^HiilWSSSw X««d lid* 1 *’ 
House cU«.e ^sSbc^-Ut.e 


NOTE CONTINUED 
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Airtel to Charlotte 

RE: JAMES LANGSTON HIKHIES 

100-15139 



[KITE CONTINUED : 

references In addition to Hughes* «theistic P M« which 
anno ft I H •The Saturday Evening Post" irillbe sufficient 


KUntiv. inrorwett.n 


intive information 


« thi uniiirilty of North CaJoTIBa 
and Congressman from North Carolina. 


anrougn tuc 

and/or through Senators 
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UNITED STATES 


IRNMENT 


Memorandum 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-15139) 
SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9963) (C) 


date: 1/6/64 


subject: JAMES LANGSTON HUGHES 

SM-C 


'0x>\ 


ReBualrtel 12/13/63 • 


\ On ip/tq/6?. 

^idvlsed|H|l||HHMMHiHH^^^vUnlverslty of North 
^ 1 ^arolins^^^^^^^H^^^^^^^^^^thabthe Bureau’s files 
are confidential and no information from them 
/ could be available to him. He was also furnished with 
the lead information to public documents suggested by 
reBuairtel and informed that the Bureau was in no way 
to be referred to as the source of this information at 
any time . 




_ expressed appreciation for the 

^is tan c^^Rv?ue<^nT'assured complete cooperation with 
the Eureau in this and any other matter in which he could be 
of service. 


(2/- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Charlotte 
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G. ROBERT WATKINS 

7«x Piirwa, Pi rJ*frt,v*MA 


Couwmct 

NUtCMAMT MAJtIMC AND rWHEMICS 


WASH tNO TON OfFICE: 
131 Cmntn Mcn-tc O i >cc 


Congress of tije ZHufteb States 

f&ouse o( iRepresentatibe* 
IBa*&(ng(on, 3D.C. 20515 
March 1st, 1965 


■ '»• K. WCAVDt 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


3 — 


Honorable J. Edgar Hooker, 
Director 

Federal Bureau o* Invest- igation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Foov®r: 


I am enclosing herewith a letter 
Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, wherein en^ex^esses 
icern about a Mr. Langston Hughes and his possible identity 


with the Communist Fart'-. 


Any in format- ion you are enable to share with 
.on Id he greatly appreciated. 

With best wishes, I am 


Very sincerely, 

G. Robert Watkins, 
Member of Congress 


Enel. 
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quare, ra. C7L 
February 12 , IS ©4 

Congressman Robert Vathins 
'..‘a^hincton 25, D.C. 

Do.-.r Congressman: 

Could you nloro© furnish ne son© Information auoui 
a ioeal co.ioi'iiVwruy V Therw uw own qulw poU of 
dtecuauxon on a local radio etatlon E.2., Chester 
inc© the Upper D' rby School (senior) has suostitutod 
bo-^c of inspirational c:uotc3 and poems of treat i*m 
for the Bible. One of the authors or Poet gather 
included was Langston Hughes. It is aoout him th^t I 

C.iil Iiri tilly • 

Because Law rton i.u.hos is credited with the poem 
"Gooi'- - '’r Chr'* st h .i;-:y a - t 1 ( wire discussing the pros u 
enr o?V,S tie booh. *i:ow what I woul libc to arovr 
F t- is; one woman stated on he air that Langston Ku^ncs 
was listed in I ..SEC „'S as a card carrying Com.iun.iSu, .aid 
mother stated that he is now uoi\:in w for toe V;®.!.*. 
for wnich he would need and has gotten a s ecuiuty clarence 
Could you clear this up for us', I tola wiic commentator, 
th-.t I would write to you and cot the full facts in tnuo 
i.v'Vttcx iuicl oottel txic c*uc£>t»ioii caco ncl ioi wll# 

'I re .Use you arc very busy nan and have little 
time for such trivia, but si.ic : I did not hnow now to 
obtain this information by myself I hopoa you voula 
undej’S tand and help :r.c. 

xhu.h you so very much for your time end trouble. 
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March 4, 1965 

/ 3 l- ?>?'' 


Honorable C. Robert Watkins Pyv 

House of Representatives I ‘ „ 

Q~\W\. Washington, D. C. 10515 ’ 

My dear Congressman: | ' 

I rscelve^ouMette^^Jarch 1st enclosing 
a communication froni^^HJH|HHB|^of Newtown 
Square, Penney Irani a. 

While I certainly would like to be of Berries 
to your constituent, information contained in the files of the 
FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
. / \ regulations of the Department of Justice. Therefore, I trust 

t /ny/t \BBMHPtvlll understand why I am not in a position to 
[(_ commentalong the lines she has suggested and it is hoped 

she will not infer either that we do or do not hare data in 
^tair files relating to the Individual she named. 


- r,* 


«° By way of suggestion, a check with the House s 

Committee on Un-American Activities or the Senate Internal! x 


-A Security Subcommittee might provide information which co^y g 

V tk be.of assistance to your constituent. . . 5 

_ L. ^ H« 


r2 


I am returning her letter to you. 

8incerely yours, 
> J. Edgar Hoover 




Enclosure 


ston Hughes is the well-known Negro poet who is 
for communist front-type affiliations. » 
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U. S. H»l AHIMCNI Of JUSTICE 

COMMUKICAIIONS SECIJQN 
/■PR2.G 1?6$ 
WESTERN UNION 


BIA009 555P EDT APR 26 65 RA325 KA236 



K VZB228 PD 4 EXTRA AR WICHITA (CANS 26 322 P CST 


J EDtfAR HOOVER | FEDERAL BUREAU ON INVESTIGATION - « 

VASHDC^p ' I 

LANGSTONHU CHES , NEGRO POET, ANNOUNCED IN WICHITA TODAY HE 
HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY CLEARED BY YOUR DEPARTMENT OF ANY SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES* DOES THE DEPARTMENT CLEAR ANYONE OR WHAX IS YOUR ^ r / ■ 

ntC 1 /OOrJjJ. 

-POLICYT IS THERE ANY OPINION ON LANGSTON HUGHEST/PLEAS EJTTffE 


Vc 
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iICHITA, KANSAS 

YOUR TELEGRAM OF APRIL TWENTY-SIX RECEIVED. WITH 
RESPECT TO YOUR INQUIRY, INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE FILES OF 
THE 1 01 MUST BE MAINTAINED AS CONIIDENTIAL IN ACCORDANCE WHO 
REGULATIONS OInTHE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND IS AVAILABLE FOR 
or IICIAL'tJSE OIQjY. IN ADDITION, THIS BUREAU DOES NOT ISSUE , 
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CLEARAN&S OitNON-CLEARANCES OF ANY TYPE^ 
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1 - KANSAS CITY - ENCLOSURE 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 


NOTE: Buflies contain nothing derogatory 

Indicate he Is a member of the John Birch Society. Langston HdfehetfUs^'L' 
known for his communist front affiliations and he joined the Com muni St 
Party -In the 1930’s. Most of his work reflects his communist persuasions, 
and he-'was a Security Index subject of the New York Office until his removal 
1^19$& 
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FBI Liaisqp: 

Re: 

Residence : 

Bureau File Number: 
Washington Field Office: 
Passport Number 

Attorney: 


For Information Only 


O 


Janes Langston Hughes 


Born: 
Place : 


Feb. 1, 1902 
Joplin, Missouri 


20 E. 127th St., 
New Tork City 
Unkown . , • , / *“ / 


F1050053 issued Dec. 30, 1965 
at New York 


Travel Plans 
Port of Departure: 

Date of Departure: 

Means or Transportation: 
Proposed Length or Stay: 
Countries to be VSiteo: 
Purpose or Trip: 



New York 
Dec. 30, 1965 
Air 

Three weeks 

France, Tunisia . 

/C / 
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Memorandum 

to : 

D ERECTOR, FBI 

-V 

date: 1/19/60 

FROM \* 

my^GAT, LONDON (100-3694) (P) 


% 

1 

subject: 

S ^ /?> 

‘ 'tJAJJES LANGSTON HUGHES 

Mf 



3 - Bureau 

1 - Liaison (sent direct) 
1 - London 
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UNITED STATES oOVtRNMENI 

Memorandum 


to : 

5 ^' 

subject: 


m 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-15139) 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-25776) (C) 


date: 2/9/66 


STON HUGHES 


00: NEW YORK) 



Reference is made to Legat London letter to 
the Bureau dated 1/19/66. 




Subject Is not carried on the Security Index 
or Reserve Index of the NYO and his known activities 
do not qualify him for such Inclusion under current criteria 

No further action Is being taken re this matter 
by New York and this case Is being placed In a closed status, 


wi<;losuW3 

Bureau (Ends. 6) (rm) 

1 - New York - 
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Bay US. Savings Bcruls Rtgularly on the Payroll Savingj Plan 


ilTED STATES DEPARTMENT * JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

/«**/,. FWR*r* New York, New York 

FifeN*. February 9# 1966 

Bureau 100-15139 
New York 100-25776 

James Langston Hughes 
Security Matter - C 

In January, 1966, the records of the passport 
Office, United States Department of state, Washington, 
DC, reflected that on December 30, 1965* United States 
Passport Number F1050053 wee issued to the subject at 
New York. At the time of the issuance, the subject in- 
dicated he intended to depart New York City via air on 
December 30, 1965 , for a three week trip to France and 
Tunisia. 



In 1950, Mr. Louis F. Budenz, former Managing 
Editor of the "Daily Worker" and a Communist Party (CP) . 
functionary until 19 ^ 5 # advised that shortly after he, 
Budenz, entered the CP in the late 1930's be was advised 
through another CP official that subject was a CP member. 
This, according to Budenz, was re-enforced by publicity 
given the subject in the "Daily Worker” with regard to 
his literary efforts. Budenz stated that during the 19^0* s 
while he was the Managing Editor of the "Daily Worker" 
reports were given to him from time to time which indicated 
that subject was a loyal adherent of the CP until 19^5* 


The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist 
daily newspaper which ceased publication in 
1958. 


On March 26 , 1953, the subject testified before 
a public hearing of the permanent subcommittee on Inves- 
tigations of the Committee on Government Operations of 
the United States Senate held in Room 357# Senate Office 
Building, Washington, DC. Subject testified that there 
had been a period during his life when he believed in the 
Soviet form of government and that he held a personal 
sympathy for the Soviet idtology in the early 193p's. Subject 
stated his belief in the Soviet form of government continued 
for some 10 to 12 years. Subject stated he became somewhat 
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James Langston Hughes 


disillusioned with the Soviet ideology in 1939 following 
the signing of the Nazi - Soviet pact, but he continued 
to sympathize with certain phases of Soviet ideology for 
some years after that. Subject stated that his orientation 
towards the Soviets was reversed completely by 1950. He 
testified that during the time of his belief in the Soviet 
form of government he had written material which definitely 
reflected his feelings at the time. He further testified 
that he had never joined the CP, was not a CP member as of 
1953, and had no sympathy for the Communist movement. 

On OecembeiJC^lQ^^uMect wa^nte^iewe^^^^ /. 

of the Federal Bureat^oiTnvestigation , During tms inte,r- 
view, subject admitted having cooperated with the "Left Wing 
Element" in the United States down through the years. Subject 
stated that a fair statement concerning his position with re- 
gard to the CP and CP front organizations would be that he 
had been used by those groups to promote the CP line relative 
to Negro problems in the United States. Subject further stated 
that. he had found the "Left Wing" press sympathetic and a 
ready outlet for his writing. 

The summer 1963 issue of "Freedoraways" Volume 3, 
Number 3, which was -self-described as a "Quarterly Review 
of the Negro Freedom Movement" published by Freedoraways 
Associates, incorporated, 799 Broadway, New York City, on 
page 312, contained an article entitled "My Early Days in 
Harlem" by Langston Hughes. 

preedomways Associates, incorporated 
is characterized in the appendix 
attached hereto. 
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James Langston Hughes 


Physical Description: 

■ ■_ Name 

Also known as 

Sex 

Race 

Age 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Residence 

Occupation 


Marital Status 

United States passport 

Number 


James Langston Hughes 

Langston Hughes 

Male 

Negro 

64 

February 1, 1902 

Joplin, Missouri 

5 feet 8 inches 

170 pounds 

Brown 

Black 

Stocky 

20 East 127th Street, * 

New York, New York 
poet, author, playwright; 
and lecturer 
Single 

F1050053 issued December 30, 
1965, at New York City. 
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James Langston HugheB 


1. APPENDIX 

FREQ)OMWAYS ASSOCIATES , INC. 

The records of the New York Secretary of State, 
Albany, New York, show that the certificate of incorporation 
of Freedomways Associates, Inc., Was filed on March 2, 1961. 


The Winter, 1965, issue of "Freedomways" is 
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom 
Movement" published $>y Freedomways Associates, Inc., 

799 Broadway, New York City. This issue lists JOHN HENRIK 
CLARE as Associate Editor, ESTHER JaCKSON as Managing Editor, 
and JOHN L. DEVINE a^ Art Editor of the publication. 

A confidential source made available information 
on July 1, 1964, reflect Mir that JOHN HENRIK CLARKE attended 
the first and foi'-vHnr. 1 .. ecing cf the American Institute 
for Kvrxist Studie vMHl) which was held on December 19, 

1963, and continued oh January 10, 1964. 

. » 

This source klso made available information on 
August 14, 1964, reflecting that CLARKE is an "associate" of 
AIMS. _ \ 

The Winter, 1§63, issue of "Freedomways," page 44, 
states that ESTHER JACKSON became one of the leaders of the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress (SNYC) which existed from 

1937 to 1949. \ 

\ 

The SNYC has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order' 10450. 


According to a confidential source, ESTHER JACKSON 
is the wife of JAMES JaCKSON, whom the source identified on 
October 14, 1964, as being a member of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, United States of America (CP,USA. ) 



mentioned on December 
and that tha CP is his 


whole life. 
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James Langston Hughes 


2 ^ APPENDIX 

FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATFS, INC. 

On July 2 k, 1963, a confidential source 
described JOIIW DEViHE as a CP member. 

Dn. May 2k, 1961. a source advised that a report 
was given on "Jreedomways" at a meeting of the National 
Board, CP, USA. held cn May 2k, 1961 . It was stated that 
- th* original plan called for the publication to be openly 
Marxist, but lh:t at was later, decided it would not be avowedly 
a Marxist pulal:. - i ti on. Editorials ere in the hands of a 
. -mixed . group of i!? k r::ists and ncj: -Marxists. It was stated'that 
the central -purpose cf "Freedom ;;ays" is to de\elop a theory 
and positive critic! rm oi currents in the Negro Movement, as 
- - .yrell-as tc raice the lo ti of understanding and discussion 
taking place in N.rv. lilt today and to project a socialist 
. and pro-Soviet evir i cation. 

• l 1 

On -I Lay.. 25 , .-I961,.. a source advised that , 'Freedomways ,, 
was set- up. for the CF, USA, by [JAMES JACKSON. 
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LANGSTON HUGHES 




XV 


I'" 1 Mr. Hughes was born on February i, 1902, at Joplin, 
Missouri, and graduated from Lincoln University, Lincoln, University, 
Pennsylvania, in 1929. 

An Investigation of Mr. Hughes was instituted 
in March, 1941, when information was received that he was to 
speak at a luncheon* in Pasadena, California, which was sponsored 
by an organization known as the "Book and Author. ’ The circular 
a nn ouncing the luncheon and Mr. Hughes' appearance reported that 
Mr. Hughes was a member of the American Section of Moscow s 
"International Union of Revolutionary Writers. " The investigation 
developed that Mr. Hughes was a member, sponsor or otherwise 
affiliated with the following organizations which have been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10460: 

American Peace Mobilization} National Committee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners; National Committee for 
People's Rights; League of American Writers; Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade (cited as Abraham Lincoln Brigade or Battalion); National 
Council of American- Soviet Friendship; and the American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born. 

Additionally, the Investigation developed that he waa^ 
a member, sponsor or otherwise affiliate d with the following 
organizations which have been cited by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities: 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights; American Friends 
of the Mexican People; American Writers Congress; and Book Union. 


NOTE: Per request of Mrs. Mildred Stegall, White House Staff 
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Langston Hughes 


The investigation further revealed that in addition 
to his long record of association with communist front organizations, 
one informant, who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
reported that Mr. Hughes was one of the first Negro intellectuals to 
join the Communist Party. 

Mr. Hughes, an author of several books, is also the 
author of a poem entitled ’’Goodbye Christ,” which in part is as 
follows: 

"Listen, Christ, 

You did alright in your day, I reckon - 

But that day's gone now 

They ghosted you up a swell story, too 

Called it the Bible - 

But its dead now* " 

He is also the author of a publication entitled M A New 
Song," which was published by the International Workers Order, 

80 fifth Avenue, New York City. The International Workers Order 
has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

The investigation further revealed that an informant, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
Mr. Hughes was suggested as a candidate in 1936 and 1936 on the 
Communist Party election ticket, but was turned down by the National 
Committee of the Communist Party because he was considered more 
valuable to the Communist Party as a writer and lecturer. 

On March 26, 1963, Mr. Hughes testified in public 
session before the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of 
the Committee on Government Operations (McCarthy Committee). 

He stated that there was a period during his life when he believed 
in the Soviet form of government, beginning roughly with the 
Scottsboro case (circa 1930) and lasting for some ten or twelve 
years. Mr. Hughes attemfted to qualify his position by stating 
that his disillusionment commenced at the time of the Nazi-Soviet 
Pact, but that he continued to sympathize with certain phases of 
Soviet Ideology for some time after that. He continued that his 
reorientation was completed some four or five years prior to his 
appearance before instant committee and certainly before 1950. 
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Langston Hughes 


He added that during the time of his belief in the Soviet form of 
government, his writing reflected his feelings. 

On December 10, 1953, Mr. Hughes was interviewed 
by Agents of this Bureau concerning his knowledge of tlie National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship and its forerunner, the 
Friends of the Soviet Union. He stated that like any other "left- 
wing'' organizations of which he had been a member or sponsored in 
the past, relationship with these organizations was merely a paper 
one and he had no knowledge of their inner workings or any connection 
they might have had with the Communist Party. 

During the interview Hughes stated he had never 
been a member of the Communist Party, but admitted cooperation 
with the "left-wing" element in this country through the years. 

He denied that he bad ever been suggested as a candidate on the 
Communist Party ticket in 1936 or 1938 and stated that to his 
knowledge he never attended any Communist Party meetings. 

Additional informattaa in this Bureau's files reveals 
that "The Worker, " an east coast communist newspaper for 
August 21, 1960, contained an article under the headline "Langston Hughes 
Published in USSR." This article stated that the Foreign Literature 
Publishing House in Moscow had put out a new volume of verse by 
Langston Hughes containing 110 poems written between 1926 and the time 
of publication. The article indicated that Langston Hughes had written 
a special introduction for this Russian edition. 

Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the 
FBI Identification Division which may be identical with those of 
Mr. Hughes. These fingerprints were searched through the 
criminal files of the Identification Division and no arrest record 
was located. 
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..'cr.r . akle i.fnrvin Y/atson 
i.'pcc_. .i Assistant to tlie President 
The '• .'kite House 
Washington, B. C. 
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Dear Mr. V/atson: 

Mr j. Mildred Stegall has requested a name 
check ca L...ividual 3 \ 7 ho are to attend the White House affair 
on Sep;c...ssr 20 , 1 GC 6 , honoring President Senghor cf Senegal. 

T.. ; central files oi the FEI contain no pcki-ica; 
c.orc. jaiovy in.onuaticn on the following individuals in this nemo 
check request: 
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Hern: it J./aler 
Hr. Jan.es D. Carr 
i.icr.ard Clarke 
Charles o. Dennison 
Francis Lara 

Dr. Arthur Logon ~ 

Laurence J. McGinley Theodo^W^iex^l 

Th* ikies of the Identification Division cf h.e 0 Li 
were ai.:o checked and no data was located Concerning abeve- 
named individuals based upon the background data submitted viih 
this name check request. 


William Steen 

Joe Stoine ■' *’ 

Frank Thomas , .. ; . 

liichard'J?, Thomas *V' . - 
Dr. Winlass 4 £>* v ‘ 
liawson L. Kfooa 4 / , I * t r 
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I - Mr. De Loach (sent direct) 




•; ftO 1 - Mr. Gale^-;:*^ (\^- 
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ORIGINAL FILED IN 


oncrsV.e hiarvin v'/atscn 

There are attached separate memoranda cc 
ach c: tli e following Individuals: 


m \ copy cf thi3 communication han no. tccn * 
e Attorney Joiieral. 

This letter may be declassified when it is C 
on! ti.j enclosed material bearing a classification. 

Sincerely yours, 


nclosures (S) 










Mobile, Alabama 36619 
March ?U, 1967 


Hr. J. Ed. or Hoover 

Fcdrral Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover# 

Hay God bleas you In your endeavors to protect our American 
way Cf life. Our country 3s in perillous danger and unfr ^t- 
unately there are none so blind as they who won’t see it. 
There is so much to learn and those of us in America who 
aro ( oncerned and are trying to learn find that it is not 
an easy task. I speak for myself but I am sure that there 
are many In this nation who would agree with me. 

I am wondering If the F.D.I. has done any investigation 
into the National Council of Churches and what if anything 
has boon ascertained concerning this organization? 

Also, 1 wi'"id like to know if yo£T)have investigated an in- 
dividual by the name of Lang ston~ J ’Hughes and rbat If any- 
thing you have learned regarding 'his activities? 

Any Information that you might be able to enlighten me with 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 
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Yours for f^odand Countrv 
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March 20, 1067 






I have received your letter of March 24th 
and want to thank you for your favorable comments and ex- * 
preselon of confidence in my work. 


Although 1 would like to be of assistance, 
information In our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations uf the Department of Justice. 
I am sure you will understand the reason for this policy. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 Eager Hoover 


NOTE: Bullies contain no record of correspondent. Langston Hughes 
was a former subject of a Security investigation and is well -fen ovn 
to the Bureau. 
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J EtAR HOOVER (rH'4 

FBI VASHDC 

THE KANSAS CITY TIMES HAD AN EDITORIAL THURSDAY MAY 25 PRAISING 

0 

LANGSTON HUGHES ALSO THEY INDIRECTLY ATTACK ME FOR CALLING 
HIM A COMMUNIST WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE ANY STATEMENT 
FROM YOU REGARDING LANGSTON HUGHES WHICH I COULD USE. 







May 29, 1967 



Mr. Hoover received your communication of 




May 26th and asked me to advise you he is unable to furnish 
the information you are seeking since data in our files must 


be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. He trusts you will understand 


the reason for this policy and why he cannot comply with your 




request. 


Sincerely yours. 


MAILED. 2 




S 


MAY 2 9 1967 


COMMFBI 



Helen W. Gandy 

&£®(LY , >Yi )v 

Bullies disclose^HHI^in 1965, was described as 
if the First Bible Presbyterian Church who gave a prayer on 

a speech bedpg .‘delivered by a leader of the Minutemen. 
is also described as a John Birch Society leader . 

. ^^ngsto^Hughes was the subject of a Security investigation and is a 
•A) /./former Security Index subject of the New York Office. * He is reported 
' Ghti bf the first Negro intellectuals who joined the Communist Party. 
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July P, 1970 


>:r. J. Fdgar Hoov.r, Director 
Federal IV.roa” of Investigation 
FBI ^uilding 
Washington, D. C. 
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M i' II : 

Miss CiTiJy^s J 


Dear Ilr. Hoover: 


1. Copy of a lot -.or dated June 9, 1/70 to the Vestry of The Church 
cf St. John the Divine, 2U50 River Oaks Blvd., Houston, Texan, 
77019, from I ; r. Ihilip ^✓T'asquelettr. . 

2. Copy of ’’l arch '70 Annual Report General Convention Special 
i rogram". 

3. Copy cf "Sr. Ifar’c's Vestry Corrdttee Report cn the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
■’imrica'* ■ 


U. Copy cf "The Truth About the St. Kark's Vestry Committee Report". 

At the ’fey meeting l!r. Hasquelette refers to, T pointed out ’..diet I felt was 
extreme poor ta^C’hand judgment of l’r. Leon F^M.cdestc in the use of tvo 
po^rs by La ngstoh 'Hughes — one on second inside sheet, the other on fare 

25 in tTTe^^epiratlcn of his *70 Annual Report. I r.ferred to pages 

rcDwii and xxrviii of the St. liark'c Vestry Comittoe Report and read some 
of the tlirty -one list in ;s on Langston Hughes. 


At thin meeting I oxoressed my very strong feelings about a Church publica- 
tion using writings of an author such as Langston Hughes after such a detailed 
rundown on the person as recorded in the St. Mark's Report.. 1 wondered, 
somewhat angrily J'm sure, why 1 lodes te couldn't find none thing worthwhile 
that had been written by a well known theologian. Or, why hadn't he four 
sorcthiiu* in the Bible or the Episcopal Prayer Deck that would have been 
apprepriat*? 




Inasmuch as It. Ifespuelettc forwarded hi3 letter to some twenty people and 
because j'r convinced Langston Hughes was an enemy of ' > 1 re °7 * 

must ansirer this letter. I would very much like some additional information 

.on Tungsten Hughes if it can N? furnished by you and your good people:, 

: « / . . ' r / / / J 


KtC 37 // i is/ : / * ! 

1. D=>tail~ in the form of pamrhlets, copies of testimony, etc. o:i 
Hnari.n-.s (HCUA) of October 5, 19hli, Vrl. 17, pages. 10, 33^-7 
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I : v . ,1. W •rr llfOV-.-v, Director 


July I', 19(0 


and/or other hearings on othir dates and occasions# 

2. ? shall be grateful for ary and all ir.forTnation.7cu mi^ht be 

ai-i» to i’or>ra’'d to no pertaining to the activities, writings 
• and connections Langston Hughes had with communists, communist 
front:;, rubvero ivc 2nd cr^onsstxonr# 

On ra-e par. 2 of rasquclette* s letter he refers to "raisin i.e the sun" 
an the” title of a successful T '-roadway play. I seer to remember that this vas 
a h'fhl" -ont^ovorrial production written by s Leroi Jones and tha- Jones is 
-o-‘trir- of a professional trouble raker and rabble reuser. If t:u cannot 
furnish irfors-atien pertaining to this play and its author please a vise .T.ere 
jl rirht ob'aiii such details. 

t>lr- a: .r bn referred to SDCTTCT "OfR, page lo of the St. Karlas Vasjry 
i r *.■■■,; vc- v'll find reference to the belief that the ■ ^ o:,ai -»'-un- il Ox 
Clr relics Mas b rr unable to accept the results of the House Un-/jnerican 
A^tivitios Cor-.ittoo. I'asouelette indicates in the final paragraph of c f2- 
inter that he is "not pressed by privileged statements ma de b/ 
unnamed tbi-d parlies before the House Un-Ancricaa Committee I**; 
ali:avs f^-lt, and I’m sure root everyone I or; '■hares rp _eel_n- . , i 
f'on f T— ? s' n— .ji Co»ri/tsc has rendered rsat and valua- lo services -c .e ^ 
American pjccla. druid you furnish me with a list of seme of the acco;:c._s.i- 
re , ‘>ts c r th- Ik use I'n-Amrrican Activities Cor.rittee that have resulted i~ 

wit. to our country- and the £W»wM. I un.lerrt.nd ««. Corratta. 
- <• Ir'iO’Ti the Internal Security Committee. 

I it is ry prayer and hope that you will be able to continue as Director cf the 
jl IT for ru-y, ran' more years. 


Sincerol 



m. 


Houston, faxes 


•closures 


July 15, 1970 


ST-110 




ouston, Texas 77006 


ifo ')Ct. 

mx& 


'■S' 



I have received your letter of July 8th, with enclosures, 
and want to thank you for your kind sentiments regarding my direction 
of the FBI. 

While I understand the concern which prompted you to 
write and wish It were possible for me to be of help with respect to 
your requests, I am unable to furnish you any of the data you are 
seeking as information in our files must be main tai n ed as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am 
unable to be of assistance. 

Concerning your request for pamphlets or copies of 
testimony relating to the House Committee on Internal Security, you 
may wish to correspond directly with this committee. 


mailed a 

JUL 15 1970 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bufiles. There is no record concerning Philip A. Masquelette. I^ngston 
Hughes was on the Security Lode^ ofah^New York Office from 1944 to 1955. 
He has been described as one df theotfgipal Negro intellectuals who Joined 

interviewed in 1953 at which time he denie 


e Communist Party. He was interviewee 
being a Communist 


IvToFTTuTtM* 


tted cooperating with 






7 * 1 fttfl’j 


y.iC3 TELETYPE. UNlfli—J' 






GEORGE BOSH 
rm oirrmcT. tcxas 

«AYS A* 0 MCAHS 
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Const ot tf)t THniteb fetatei 

$ott*e ot »eprrtentat(brt 

■rtfetagM. ® C - 20515 

July 17, 1970 



Dear Mr. Director: 




ou from my 


Attached is 
constituent 

rcciate any assistance you could give 
‘ n obtaining the additional information 
in his letter. 


4 /tJCcJ 


Kith best wishes, I *® 


Yours very truly , 
George Bush, M. C. 


Honorable J. Edgar' Hoover 

Director . . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 
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July 8, 1970 
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Kr. J. Edgar Roarer, Director 
I cdTul Hurcpu of Investigation 
?HI Building 
Washington, D. C. 

•Dear Hr. Hoover: 


I enclose: 

1 cor,’ of a letter dated June 9, 1970 to the Vestry of The Chircii 
of St. Join: the Divine, ?.h'jO Rive i Oaks B.uva., }iuUH«on f To...*.*, 

77019, froiuKr. Philip A. Kasquelctte.- 

2. Copy of "Torch *70 Annual Report Ccneral Convention Special 
Program" . 

3. Coer of "St. Mark's Vestry Coimittee Report on the Ration.': 1 
Council of the Churches of Christ an tnc dnit-ed otato* of 
Ar»-.rica" . 

1». Copy of "The Truth About the St. Mark's Vestry Committee Report". 

At the May meting Hr. Ilasquelottc ref era to, 

on other en^e 

in t’r- nreparation of his '70 Annual Report. 1 referred to pat,— 
jiLii andlxSriU of the St. Sark's Vestry Contlttaa Report end read sons 
of the thirty-one listings on Langston hughes. j 

ii thi „ t 0 -r>- css «d «y very strong feelings about o Church publics- 

Uofisi^^UiLs of an auSor such as Langston Hughes after such a oetailcc. 
^n^.tte^on as recorded In the St ^'^Repcrt l von^roc^ 

somewhat angrily I'n e-arc. ^7: Sn” bT foend 

^thln 3 ^rtS l Bibia V « a tto Episcopal fthcr took that wold have icon 
appropriate? 

Inasmuch an ,4-. Kasqualatt. forwarded hie lot ter te I 

on Lancston Hughes if it can bo furnished by you and your gooa po p 

1. Details in th. fora of pamphlets, copies of t«tW, ate. on 
Hearings (HCUA) of October $, 19lw, Vol. 17# pa£ es 1 * 





IgClOSOBS 
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ir.'J. Edc-Tr Hoover, Director 


July C, 1970 


and/or other hearing n or other dates and occasions • 

2. I shall be grateful for ery nnd all information you night, be 
able to fonrard to nr: pertain : *13 to the activities, writings 
and connection? lonyr.fon Hughe? had with cosuvunxEts, cns-iuoist 
front?, subversive c omit tec? and ergsuirntionr . 

On pa;;e 2, par. 2 of Kpgr.uslf-tte'o letter he refers to "raisin in the sun" 
re the title of a successful Broad-way pi:/. I seen to renen'r.er that tlii.s vss 
a hi:h?;- centr overs ini production bitten by a I-cro5. Jones and that Jones is 
sc've thing of a professional trc'uolc r.-okcr end rabble r-jurer. If ycu cannot 
furnish informt? 0.0 pertaining to this play and its author please advise vhcro 
T night obtain such details. 

Plcr.sc be referred to SECT 10" PGUP., page lo of the St. bark's Vestry Report 
■j- : : ; ; icU you v:ill find reference to the bslief that the Motional Council o' 

Chi re l;rr has b-.*;n unable to accept iha results of the House Mn-.-u’-u ica*i 
Activities Comittce. Ka .sequel attc inoi calcs in the final j*sra'*.*rpii 0 . P--.s>® 

U of his letter that ho i: "rot laser: used by privileged r.ts terse:: Is ru.de by 
third parties b-?f c>: c the Iioura l n-Arrjrxuan Co.'.v ttc s"~— 1 b.-.vc 
tlrars felt, ani. I'n sure r.ost every ore x kros: r.hsivs sy fecliiv, that this 
Congressional Counties has rendered great and valuable service? to the 
t Ar.rsr: can paopl--. Cculd you furnish re vith a list ox sera of the accci^.lir.h- 
I 1 .s 2 r.t 5 of the* House Vn-Aiacriean Activities Cosritteo that have ror vlted ir. 
j great rxnefits to cu- country and the fro 2 -world. I undir.rr.t&nd this Con ., .-to 
is ms: Imovm as the Internal Security Conan. ttce . 

I it i;-. jry prayer and hope that you will ho able to continue as Dircctcr of th 
| FrJ for wary, mny wore years. 

Sincerely yours. 


! 


MM 


July 21, 1970 


- /r/3?-^/ REC 




osirm 


Honorable George Bush 
House of represents tires 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: “ ** 

In reply to your letter of July 17 
a copv o f a communication directed to 
■HMVof Houston, Texas, 1 wrote to HBBV " y 
wSd/ised him I would be unable to furnish the data he Is 
seeking since Information in our files must be ^ta^ed as 
confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Jus- 

tice. 

I did suggest, however, that he may wish to 
corresooud directly with the House Committee on Internal 
Security^ regarding his desire to obtain pamphlets or copies 
of testimonf concerning that Committee's work. I regret 
cannot be of further assistance in this matter. 




NOTE: Bufiles 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover _ . 

disclose pTIor cordial contacts with Congressman Bush. 
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Sept. 20, 1970 

J* Edgar Hoover 

P4 re ctor, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

A 

>■ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

My cousin. Rev. Dr. E. Clay tofiCelhoun , has asked me to 

President 1 of U pa^ at ^r 9 ii'* 8 b °? k about his «P«iences as 
resident of Paine College, Augusta, Georaia His titl* 

ooet H L nas^ NT H R ST ^ XPL0DING DREAMS," is^aken from bl4ck 
poet Langston Hughes' work, "A DREAM DEFERRED • n 

In the book, "YUUR CHURCH, THEIR TARGET", I read this 
written by poet Hughes: 

/ 

Good-Bye Christ. / 

... Good-bye. / ■* 

Christ Jesus Lord God Jehovah, /' 

But beat it on away from here now. ( 

Make way for a new guy with no religion at all- 
A real guy named 

Marx Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin V.'»:rl:rr M r 
I. said ME! Go ahead on now, # 

You^re getting in the way of things. Lord. 

• • • 

!? Langston ^Hughes U to * Sk f ° r dTCU "'"*- ) -"ground 

I love Jesus Christ and will not contribute knowingly 
to the causes of atheism whatever banner it flies under. 

Will appreciate any suggestions you have to offer. , „ ,-t — 



rlando 





ORLANDO FLORIDA 
^5A<*Ol 


PHONE 









»♦ 



September 24, 1970 



I regret lam unable to furnish the Information j \i 
requested In your letter of September 20th. Date contained In our 
files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regu- 


lations c./ the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 


• J. Edgar Hoover 




'V' 


NOTEj Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Langston J , aches r 

tlifiw v b3 ’ eC JL« * ? e ? rity inves tigation and on the Security Index 6f ' 
- J}® New Yor»: Office in 1944; removed in 1955. He is not currently srbieci 

Dr * E * Clayton Calhoun was the white president of a ** 
predominantly Negro school and was the victim of a Racial Matters 
investigation closed in June, 1970. : -V " 




